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PREFACE. 



I SHOULD not have presumed to have obtraded 
the fdlowing little compilation upon the nottoe 
of a discerning public, unless I had been solicited 
to that effect by several of my friends, upoD 
whose discrimination I have ventured to rely. 

My design has been to compress into a small 
compass as much information as possible, with- 
out obscuring sense by brevity ; to unite interest 
with truth, so as not to cloy the juvenile mind ; 
to support various tenets, especially the funda- 
mental ones, by the plainest, and at the same 
time, most convincing arguments, so that every 
capacity may easily understand ; and by every 
means in my power to induce a train of serious 
reflections upon the veracity and probability of 
what is advanced— for from reflection alone 
emanates conviction. 

I have commenced with a concise history of 
the Jews, from the decree given in their favour 
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to Esdras, and this I have done that my readers 
may proceed connectedly and progressively to 
the advent of Christ, the proving and explaining 
of whose doctrine, and the propagation thereof 
by his apostolical disciples, are the chief pur- 
poses of this work, but which I considered far 
best introduced in the regular routine of un- 
doubted and authenticated narrative, that youth- 
ful readers may not be led to form those vague^ 
unsatisfactory, and abstracted ideas, which they 
are too apt to do with religious works in general ; 
but my aim has been first to inspire interest, 
then reflection, and lastly bring conviction. 

I have continued the history of the Jews, since 
it is so intimately connected with that of the first 
Christians, to the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans: and I have likewise intermixed 
particulars of the several monarchies, to which 
the Jews were successively in subjection. 

Moreover, as a conclusion, I have subjoined a 
summary account of the first introduction of 
Christianity into Britain. 

In the historical matter I have been careful 
to follow the most undoubted and received au- 
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thority ; and in the doctrinal opinions and argu- 
ments I have, as far as possible, founded my 
statements upon the opinions of the most learned 
and enlightened divines. 

I have made use of no tedioas exordium or 
introduction, but have at once entered upon the 
narrative, in conformity with my intention of 
attracting the attention of the youthful reader, 
and to prevent any distaste for what may follow. 

If my exertions should prove satisfactory to 
those friends alone who have honoured me with 
their wishes, my immediate design will be fully 
answered : but if they eventually should chance 
to be more extensively beneficial than I dare 
venture to conclude, great indeed will be my 
unfeigned satisfaction, and liberal my reward for 
whatever trouble I may have incurred. If I 
fail, I am at least sanguine in trusting that 
a candid mind, on account of the very subject, 
will impute the blame to inability and not to 
inclination. 



7, Poriman Place, 
Edgeware Road^ 
London, 
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In the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes,* 
king of Persia^ Ezra, or Esdras, (a learned and 
pious Jew, and chiefly distinguished by his great 
knowledge of the Scriptures, it being said of him, 
" that he was very ready in the law of Moses 
that was given by the God of Israel,") was em- 
powered by a commission from this king and 
his seven counsellors to return to Jerusalem, 
with all such Jews as were willing to follow him ; 
the motive of which journey was, to settle the 

*<&e Yfys sumamed Longimanus. Strabo says, it was 
from the extraordinary length of his hands ; but Plutarch 
affirms that it was from iiis right hand being longer than 
his left, or he would have been the most graceful man of 
his age. This appellation is derived from two Latin 
words, longM^ long ; and manm^ a hand, 

B 
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Jewish religion and government agreeably to 
their original laws. Esdras was descended from 
Seraia, who was the high-priest of Jerusalem, 
when it was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
was put to death by his command. He took 
with him from Babylon the gifts and ofierings 
which the king, his courtiers, and the Israelites 
that preferred remaining in Babylon, had en- 
trusted to him for the service of the temple, and 
which he deposited with the priests upon his 
arrival in Jerusalem. It is supposed that this 
Artaxerxes was the same with Ahasuerus, who 
took Esther to be his queen, in the place of 
Vashti, and so became friendly to the Jews b^ 
people. This supposition appears highly proba^ 
ble from the commission given by this prince to 
Esdras ; for it appears by this, that he had a 
high veneration for the God of Israel, as, after 
having charged his, officers to furnish the Jews 
with all things necessary for Uieir worship, he 
adds, " Let all things be performed after the law 
of God diligently, unto the most high God, that 
wfath come not upon the kingdom of the king 
and his son." Esdras exercised the authority 
with which he was invested by the commission, 
fiiithfully for thirteen years, at the lapse of which 
time Nehemiah came with a new commission 
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from the Persiim court. These commmionft 
authorized the settling of the religion and go- 
yemment, as direeled by the laws of Moses ; the 
appointing magistrates and judges to punish 
evil doers by imptiaonxnent and confiscation^ by 
banishment^ and even by death, according as 
the extent and heinousness of the crime might 
render requisite. 

Nehemiah was also a Jew that had rendered 
himself remarkable by his merit and piety, and 
likewise one of the king's cup-bearers. The pri- 
vilege of being often near the king's person, and 
the having it in their power to choose for their 
addresses the moments in which the king might 
be best inclined to lend a &Tourable ear to their 
requests, whatever they might be, rendered this 
office of great importance in the Persian court. 
Nehemii^ took advantage of this privilege, not 
as too many would and have done in similar 
situations, to satisfy their own lust of power and 
riches, but to gratify his earnest zeal and love 
for the country and religion of his ancest(H*s. 
Some Jews came from Jerusalem, by whom he 
was informed of its melancholy condition, and 
the desolating inroads made by its enemies; 
that its walls were in a ruinous state, its gates 
burnt to the ground, and its inhabitants exposed 

b2 
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to the scorn and derision of their n6ighbours. 
These accounts of the distress and affliction of 
his brethren, and the dangers which surrounded 
them, made a deep and lasting impression upon 
the mind of one endowed with so great a piety 
as Nehemiah was. His countenance soon de- 
clared the violence of his grief, and was dark- 
ened with the gloomy shade of melancholy. 
This change in Nehemiah's appearance was 
perceived by the king, and the source of it 
anxiously .asked for. Nehemiah eagerly seized 
upon this opportunity to inform the king that 
the calamitous state of his country caused, his 
grief and the depression of his spirits ; and by 
his entreaties he obtained permission of tht king 
to go to Jerusalem, for the purpose of repaaring 
its fortifications. The king of Persia's prede^ 
cessors had permitted the Jews to rebuild the 
temple, but not the walls of Jerusalem. But 
Artaxerxes immediately decreed, that the walls 
and gates of Jerusalem should be rebuilt;* and 
Nehemiah, as governor of Judaea, was appointed 
to put this decree in execution. He was es* 
corted,. by order of the king, by a body of horse, 
commanded by an officer of distinction : the 
governors of the provinces on this side the 
Euphrates were also written to, commanding 
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them to render all the assistance in their power 
to forward the purpose of Nehemiah. These 
honours were paid to Nehemiah by the king, 
for the purpose of showing in how great esteem 
he held him. Upon Nehemiah's arrival in Je- 
rusalem, Esdras resigned his authority and go- 
vernment in his favour, the commission granted 
to Esdras being superseded by that of Nehe- 
miah ; notwithstanding this, Esdras, as a scribe 
learned in the laws of God, continued to exhort 
the people to works of righteousness, to com- 
plete the reformation, to collect divers parts of 
the holy Scriptures together, to idirae correct 
copies of them, and to bring the church and 
state to conform to the rules laid down therein : 
this he did now by the authority of Nehemiah, 
having formerly done so by his own. From this 
decree, enacted by Artaxerxes in the twentieth 
year of his reign, is dated the beginning of the 
seventy weeks mentioned in the famous prophecy 
of Daniel, after which the Messiah * was to ap- 
pear, and be put to death : ** Thou art greatly 
beloved, therefore understand the matter, and 
consider the vision. Seventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, 

* Meaning the Christ, or the anointed. 
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to fioish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand. 
That from the going forth of the commandment 
to restore and to build Jertuakm, unto the Mes- 
siah the prince, shall be seven weeks, and three* 
score and two weeks : the street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 
And after three^score and two weeks shall Mes- 
siah be cut off, but not for himsdf : and the 
people of the prince that shall come, shall de- 
stroy the city and the sanctuary, and the end 
tb^eof shall be with a flood, and unto the end 
of th^ war desolations are determined. And he 
shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week ; and in the midlst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations, he 
shall make it desolate, even until the consum- 
mation, and that determined shall be poured 
upon the desolate.'' * 

The seventy weeks here mentioned signify in 
prophetical language 490 years, each day mean- 

* Dand is. 95—37. 
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ing a year, commenctDg from the decree given 
to Nehemiah; after these years had elapsed, 
Chirkt caaaie, to make recoDciliatioa for iniquity, 
to.fafing in everlasting righteousness, and to put 
an end la the necessity of vision and prophecy, 
mdiiidh were only required to prepare men for hia 
coming. And after Jesua Christ is crucified, 
noli for hia own, but for the sins, of others, the 
aiwies o£ Vespaaian shall destiroy the city and 
the aaoctoary, and the Jews will suffer desola- 
tions until the end of the war. And Jesus, during 
hit ministry will confirm his covenant with 
many, and, in the place of the sacrifices and 
oblatioDS of the Jews, shall be instituted the 
^pensatioa of Christ. 

Ndiemiah commenced the duties of his office 
by riding. round the city at night, taking a pri- 
vate survey of its dilapidated walls, and appoint- 
ing particiidar portions of them and the. gates to 
be repaired by particular companies. The Jews 
met with great opposition in this work from a 
c^tain Samaritan, called Sanballat, and a cer- 
tain Ammonite, called Toblah^ assisted by their 
partisans. They first of all derided the Jews 
for the vanity and inutility of their endeavours ; 
but, when they saw the work rapidly proceed- 
ing, and approaching to completion, they united 
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thdmielTes, and detemuned to sake an ^**^Tk 
upon the men while thejr were oigaged in Uidr 
vartotti laboara, and thus take diem wlien Uiev 
wcro at a disadvantage, and quite onpniaied 
to rdaist any hostile incnnimi. J^ehemiah^ being 
certiflod of this conspiracy, exhorted the peQ|de 
to rely firmly upon the protection of the God of 
iHradj and he likewise issued an order, that 
livery workman shoukl have a weapon to deftpd 
himnolf in oaso of need : these salutary pcocao- 
iionii averted the intended attack. Nehemiab, 
tinih by example and precept, reproved the 
nffuivri ahd those that otherwise oppressed their 
lirrflitTti ! he himnelf would accept of no salary, 
fiUliriu^h grivertmr for the space of twelve yesus; 
ntir|, in nilftifiim to this, ho maintained, at his 
M^^ti |ivJVrttf» ri>ftt, one hundred and fifty Jew% 
Hn)q rlrnttv ^livmiti^ that his services weft dia- 
inr^t^-^tml. rthtt (1)1* the f^ood of the people. 

thri h\\v\fi \\f \Up nation had their dwellings in 
l>Mi»''tl»'*H t »«tMl of the other people, one tenth 
|(i))». )«hMDMM hy lot^ remninod with them at Je- 
»i)r*Mli<)H| i\\t^ Hlh^r nine parts being disposed of 
lit fhh vhiltHiN (MliiiMi 111 order that they might be 
tiilnilHfHti WItMM thewiiltM were completed, the 
I .^ lh<H HH(M HMMiHlilmt (Vom all parts at Jerusa* 
I. Ml. uhhfH lltny ^pf0 joinail by the priests and 
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rulers in two large bodies; and their joy for-ftiis 
event was shown by the giving of %hanks, sing- 
ing of praises, and the offering of sacrifk^^ to 
the Crod of Israel. Nehemiah also caused T6^ 
biah the Ammonite to be turned out of bis 
chamber in the temple, which had b^n JDre- 
pared for him by Eliashib the prifest, who was 
allied unto him : this was done at^coirdmg to the 
law, that the Ammonite and th6 Moabite bhoold 
not come into the cohgregalioti ^God tor 'ever. 
Moreover, Nehemiah discovcred'lliatthe LeVites 
were deprived of their dues, andTfe took care 
thtti th6 grievance was reSd^sBd.- fee lilbewfse 
foibfetd afl profenations of th^ «fal^buth ;' and,' to 
show fifs great zeal for fKe' law," he expelled 
SfoMiseeh, the grandson 6f Eliki^ib'^^^ high- 
prieit/ fW marrying the daught6? of Satibltllat 
the Hofonite, (the same tha^ hatf endeaVoirred 
to for^ the Jews from building sevei^l'^ears 
belfefe,)-"it being fot'biddett Jew^ to marry 
strangafs; but the person ofFeridirig-'had'the 
choice 6f lasting off his wiffi?, br 6tgcAng into 
bani^mient. Manasseh chose the latter, and 
accoidittgly withdrew to Samaria, whither he 
was ^fi^low^ by great numbers as rebellious as 
hiinsetf: he there settled them under the pro- 
tection of SanbaUatf his father-in-law, who was 

b5 
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gOTemor of that couotiy. This very eireum- 
stance incieaaed the hatred which the Jews bote 
towards the SamaritaoB to an ezceediag degroe 
of yirulence. It will have be necessary to trace 
the current of this dislike to its original source. 
These Samaritans had not thek desceal firoisa 
the IsraeUtes, but were a cpUeetion of idolators^ 
sdected from tho yarious countries on tbe other 
side of the river Euphrates, and sent by Esur 
raddon, kug of Assyria, to inhabit the cities of 
Samaria, in order to prevent their total desola- 
tion^ after die de9<3*uction of the kingdom of the 
ten tribes^ These people^ were calted Cuthesi, 
and blended the worship of the God of Israel 
with that of their own idols, ai^ <m all occasions 
they exhibited a rancorous enmity to the Jews. 
This hatred was much increased when the Jews 
returned from thdur captivity at Babyknv both 
before and after the restoratiou of the temple. 
Now Sanballat, before mentioned, prevailed upop 
Darius Nothus, king of Persiia, to grant hm 
permission to build a, tei^ple^^on mount Gerizim« 
near Samaria, similar to the one the Jews, had 
at Jerusalem ; a^ the same time he also proc^umi 
the royal Uoence to create Manase^, bis afore- 
said 8on-in«law, priest thereof: and thenceforth 
Samafia became thi^ sQrei.4P7lQn).of sfl rehelUou^i 
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Jews. Tim of course made tins Jews bear a 
Tiolmt enmiiy agaiast the Samaritans, not only 
because they screened all malcontents and vio- 
lateis of the law from th^ punishment due to 
th^ erinesy but because they had, contrary to 
the express prohibition of the law» which fixed 
the worship of the Ood of Israel in the city of 
Jerusalem, erected altai against altar, and temple 
against temple. Thus the Samajitass, at the 
first having incurred odium from the Jewa» for 
w««shif^»ng the God of Israel in oon^uaction 
with their own, fanned the spark into a blaz^ 
by building a temple, and giving refuge to all 
sueh Jews as fled from their own country. 
Now^ from the troubles, wars, and captivity 
aidured by die Jews for so great a length of 
time, as well as from their hardness of heart 
and eril-doiogs, the consequenee was, that the 
law became mi^leoted and. abnost forgotten. 
To resdedy this evil, as we leam from the Jews, 
Nehemiah, assisted by Esdras^ i^pointed several 
tovois and cities in whidb thie. law should be 
read/ It was this, in aU probability, gave ri9e 
to tiie building of synag<^es in variws parts, 
although it is possible that t]hey ^ist^d prior to 
this time, and were merely r^uilt when the 
ohMge in afiaiia ronden^ eonfonE^ty to their 
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ancient religion necessary. These syns^c^ues, 
as the same authority affirms^ were p^mitted to 
be built in such places only as contained ten 
inhabitants of full age and easy circumstances^ 
so that no worldly cares might prevent or form 
an excuse for non^-regularity of attendance, 
whenever divine service was performed. This 
service consisted of certain prayers, reading the 
holy Scriptures, and also preaching and ex- 
pounding them. In consequence of their long 
captivity at Babylon, and their intercourse with 
strangers, the knowledge of the Hebrew tongue 
was almost lost by the Jews and their descend- 
ants; for which reason various Levites were 
employed by Eara, when he read the law to the 
people, in order that th^ might expound in 
Chaldee the sense, both of the Scripture, and of 
whatever paraphrase. the reader might think pro- 
per to make thereon. Such was anciently the 
usage in the synagogues. But in process of 
time synagogues increased so greatly, that com- 
petent interpreters for the whole of them could 
in no wise be procured, and it was therefore 
found requisite to supply such deficiency with 
written explanations and translations, which 
were called Targums, the word Targum in 
Chaldee signifying an inteipretation. These 
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Targums were not only^lflKd^ in symg^^gu^; btit 
in private families also* A part of Dantd, Etsra, 
and the whole of Neheixuab, weve written ori- 
ginSilly in Chaklee. The officiating in the duties 
of the synagogue was not confined to any parti* 
cukr tribe or family^ as that of the temple to 
the priests and Levites, font persons of all the 
tribes indiscriminately were appointed, who were 
called rulers of the synagogue i thus our Saviour, 
although of the tribe of Judah, read in the sy- 
nagogue and expounded to the people. Service 
in the synagogues was not onlyi performed on 
the sid>baths and variotis>A^stitai»,^b6t also on 
the Mondays and Thurscbiys of 'every week. 
Their law was divided into sectiAns according 
to the number of weeks in the^ yeivr, and of these 
half a lesson was read on the Monday morning, 
and the remaining half on < the Thursday morn- 
ing, the whole being repeated on the sabbath 
next ensuing, bodi in the morning and after- 
noon service : the same course' was likewise 
observed with the ProjAets,*^ when the reading 

* The books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, &c. are 
sometimes called by the Jews the former prophets; and' 
those of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. are called the 
latter : however, all are called the prophets, and thus the 
law and the prophets compose the Old Testament. 
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of them was added to that of the law. Besides 
these synagogues, the Jews had Upotfe^x^f* 
prayer-houses, built in the open fields, or on 
mountains, for the use of those that occasionally 
wished for private devotions : but these prayer- 
houses were nothing more than inclosuies, open 
to the sky. Our Saviour sp^it a whole night 
in (me such prayer-house. 

After the death of Nehemiah, the Jews had 
no more particular governors deputed by the 
kings of Persia, but the high-|Nriest, who pos- 
sessed all reli^ous authority, had the directioo 
of most civil matters also, b^ng entrusted with 
this power by the Persian governors of Syria, of 
which satrapy, or district, Judaaa formed a part. 
The first remarkable innovation made upon th« 
regular succession of Aaron's family, was by 
Bagoses, goyemor of Syria, who deposed Jo* 
hanan, the son of Joiada, and appointed in his 
place Jeshna, his younger brother. This outrage 
caused a tumult within the temple, and in the 
confusion Jeshua was slain by Johanan ; upon 
this, Bagoses, although unclean, violently forced 
his way into the inner court, and, as a punish- 
ment for their opposition to his will, he com- 

* Proaeuduu. 
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pelled the priests to pay a fine of thirty->ODe 
shillings ,for eyeiy lamb sacrificed throughout 
the year. 

Whea Alezauder, king of Macedonia, in the 
course of his victmes, laid siege to Tyre, the 
Samaritans assisted him with troops : but the 
Jews, respecting their oath of allegiance, refused 
to acknowledge him as master, as long as Darius, 
king oi P^r^a, liyed. This conduct, however 
noble it might be in itself, raised the ire of 
Alexander, who, from the terror inspired by his 
brilliant victories, had long been unused to such 
boldness of speech ; however, he determined to 
ei^act ample punishment as soon as he had. re^ 
duced Tyrcji which waa defended with obstinate 
resolution. But Gfod had long since doomed 
Tyre to destruction, because she rriied so mudi 
upon h^ own strength, her wisdom, her riches, 
and her alliances ; she bad forgotten the punish^ 
xment that bad beei^ inflicted upon her by the 
Lprd, by the hand of his senrant Nebuchad- 
nezsajf, king of Babylon, nearly four hundred 
years a^tewr to h^ \mi^ besieged by Alexan^ 
df r- After a desperate defence. Tyre was taken 
by i^^bepa,. si^skied, and all the inhab^nts put to 
thct moFd by Ale^uder's. order, excepting those 



1 



16 FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATIONS 

who had taken shelter in the temples, and about 
15,000 that were saved by the Sidonian soldiers, 
serving in Alexander's army. For they, (having 
entered the city with the conquerors, and recol- 
lecting their ancient affinity with the Tyrians, 
Agenor having founded both Tyre and Sidon,) 
carried off these on board their ships privately, 
and conveyed them to Sidon. 

After his success against Tyre, Alexander im- 
mediately marched against Jerusalem, with the 
full intent of treating it as rigorously as he had 
Tyre. In this imminent danger, Jaddaa the 
high-priest, and son of Johanan, had recourse 
to the Abnighty, as their only refuge in this 
extremity : he therefore issued orders that pub- 
lic prayers and sacrifices should be offered, in 
order to propitiate the Deity. The night after, 
" God appeared to him in a dream, and bade 
him to cause flowers to be scattered up and 
down the city ; to set open all the gates, and 
go clad in his pontifical robe&, with all the priests 
Pressed also in their vestments, and all the rest 
clad in white, and meet Alexander, and not fear 
any evil from that king, inasmuch as he would 
protect them.'' Jaddau executed the command 
of this vision to the letter : he conducted the 
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procession to an eminence called Sapha,"*^ and 
there waited Alexander's approach. When Alex- 
ander saw the high- priest, (in whose mitre a 
golden plate was fixed, inscribed with the name 
of God,) followed by this imposing train, in 
place of the most exemplary punishment, as all 
expected who knew his disposition towards the 
Jews, he reverenced him and adored the Deity, 
whose name was written upon his front. Being 
asked by the astonished Parmenio, one of his 
chief generals and his most intimate friend, why 
he had so .suddenly altered his purpose, and 
how it was that he, adored by every one, adored 
the high-priest of the Jews, Alexander replied : 
*' I do not adore the high^priest, but the God 
whose minister he is ; for whilst I was at Dia 
in Macedonia, (my mind wholly fixed on the 
great design of the Persian war,) as I was re* 
volving the methods how to conquer Asia, this 
very man, dressed in the same robes, appeared 
to me in a dream ; exhorted me to banish every 
fear, bid me cross the Hellespont boldly ; and 
assured me, that God would march at the head 
of my army, and give me the victory over that 
of the Persians." Alexander, having thus an- 

* Signifying a place for espial, or one commanding a 
distant view. 
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swered, proceeded with the high^priest and his 
train to Jerusalem ; where, in the temple^ and 
according to the ritual of the Jews, he ofiered 
sacrifices to the God of Israel. He was after- 
wards shown, by the high-priest, those pro* 
phecies in Daniel spoken of Alexander himself. 
These consisted of emUematical representations 
of his own, and of the four monarchies, into 
which, after his death, the enormous possessions 
under his dominion were divided. In the eighth 
chapter is the principal prophecy, running thos : 
" Itxk the third year of the reign of king Bel- 
shazzar, a vision appeared unto me, even unto 
me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me 
at the first* And I saw in a vision, (and it casie 
to pass when I saw, that I was at Shushan in 
the palace, which is in the province of Elam,) 
and I saw in a. vision, and I was by the river of 
Ulai. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and 
behold there stood before the river a Ramp which 
had two horns, and the two horns were high : 
but one was higher than the other, and the 
higher came up last. I saw the ram pushing 
westward, and northward, and southward ; so 
that no beasts might stand before him, but he 
did according to his will, and became great. 
And as I was considering, behold, a he-goat 
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came from the west^ on the face of the whole 
earthy and touched not the ground, and the goat 
had a notable horn between his eyes. And he 
came to the ram that had but two horns, which 
I had seen standing before the river, and ran 
unto him in the fury of his power. And I saw 
him come dose unto the ram, and he was moved 
with choler against him, and smote the ram, and 
brake his two horns, and there was no power in 
the ram to stand before him, but he cast him 
down to the ground, and stamped upon him : 
and there was none that could deliver the ram 
out of his hand. Therefore the he-goat waxed 
yery great, and when he was strong, the great 
ham was broken ; aod from it came out four 
notable ones towards the four winds of heaven.'^ 
By the image of the powerful ram, having two 
horns of unequal length, is signified the united 
empire of the Medes and Persians, whereof the 
Persians, altibough rising to power the last, yet 
in the end exceeded the Medes in authority. 
By the butting of the ram is intimated the con- 
quests of this empire ; to the west, the reduction 
of the Lydians, the provinces of Asia Minor, and 
Thrace; to the north, the invasion and subduing 
part of Seythia, and the nations bordering on 
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the Caspian sea ; finally^ they shall endeavoar 
to extend their dominions towards the south, 
by subjecting Egypt and Arabia ; but the na- 
tions of the east shall not be attempted by their 
arms. Next, under the symbol of the he-goat, 
is exhibited the Macedonian empire ; that its 
armies will penetrate into the very heart of the 
ram's dominions, and with such rapidity, that 
the ground will not seem to be touched in their 
career : the strength and power of this enemy 
will entirely subdue the empire of the Medes 
and Persians, neither will they be succoured by 
any of their allies or neighbours. But as soon 
as the he*goat shall have attained its greatest 
strength, its horn, meaning Alexander, will be 
bro|cen, and in the place thereof will arise four 
notable horns, or monarchies, although far in- 
ferior to the great horn, or the monarchy of 
Alexander. 

Alexander, upon hearing such splendid pro- 
phecies relating to himself, was quite overjoyed, 
and, in the warmth of his feelings, he assembled 
the Jews, promising to grant, if within his power, 
whatever they might desire. Their request was, 
to be permitted to hve after the manner of their 
ancestors, to follow their own laws and customs^ 
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and to be exempted every seventh year from tax 
and tribute ; for^ by their law, they were pro- 
hibited from sowing and planting every such 
year; and therefore they had no produce to 
enable them to pay such exactions. Alexander 
immediately acceded to their request; and more* 
over^ at the solicitation of the high-priest, such 
Jews as inhabited Media and Babylonia, were 
included in this grant. He also gave out, that 
whatever Jews would follow his standard, should 
have their religion and customs tolerated. By 
this geiterous offer he gained a* great number of 
recruits. 

. The Samaritans, having voluntarily assisted 
Alexander, expected much greater indulgence, 
but they were nevertheless egiegiously disftp- 
pointed; for, when they asked for the same 
favours, Alexander suspended bis answer, pro* 
misiiig to consider of it, and visit their city, if 
an opportunity occurred, upon bis return from 
his expedition into Egypt. 

The Egyptians having gone over to him, he 
defeated the Persians in a decisive battle near 
Memphis, the capital of the kingdom, and thus 
became master of all Egypt. After this he 
caused to be built a city at the western extreme 
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of the Delta,* and opposite to the isle of Pharos. 
This city he called Alexandria, after his own 
name. In order to people it, the most advan- 
tageous conditions were held out to all kinds of 
persons, which caused great numbers of peoj^ 
to flock thither. Amongst the rest many Jews, 
induced by Alexander's offers, resorted to this 
city, in which, over and above the free exercise 
of <h w religion and laws, they were allowed the 
same privileges as the Macedonians themselves. 
Shortly after this, he finally vanquiiAed Darius 
Codomannus, king of Persia, in a battle near 
Arbela, and became absolute master of the 
Persian empire. 

After the death of Alexander, which was 
caused by excessive drinking, (although there 
are not wanting those who affirm that poison 
had been mingled with his wine,) he was no- 
minally succeeded by his natural brother, Ari- 
dsBus, a prince of puerile mind and weak abilities. 
Not long subsequent to this, Roxana, one of 
Alexander's wives, was delivered of a son, which 
was called after his father, and was joined in 

* The part of Egypt adjoining the Mediterranean was 
90 called, from its resemblance in shape to the Greek 
letter a, beaiing that name. 
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the sovereignty with Arideeos ; bat nevertheless 
the real authority was in the hands of Alexan- 
der's generals^ who had divided the provinces 
amongst themselves ; yet, oat of respect for 
Akzand^'s memory, assumed not the title of 
kings, as long as any of his race remained aUve. 
In this division of the empire the Jews fell to 
the lot of Ptolemy, sumamed Soter, who had 
Egypt, Arabia, CcbIo- Syria, and Palestine; 
Cassander had Macedonia and Greece; Lysi« 
machus had Thrace, Bithynia, &c. ; and Seleu- 
cas had Syria, together with the northern and 
eastern parts c^ Asia. These were the four mo- 
narchies, signified by the four homa that sprang 
up in the place of the great horn of the he-goat, 
and between which powers ensued a long series 
of bloody wars. 

Ptolemy not only confirmed the Jews residing 
at Alexandria, in the privileges granted them by 
Alexander, but induced a greater number still 
to settle there, by promising them the same 
favour. Seleucus also built a great number of 
cities in various parts of Asia Major and Minor, 
in all of which, whatever Jews chose to settle, 
the same privileges were granted to them as to the 
Macedonians and Greeks ; the place more espe- 
cially resorted to by them was Antioch in Syria. 
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It was about this time that Onias, the first 
of that name, and high-priest of the Jews, died^ 
and was succeeded by his son Simon, for his 
remarkable sanctity and equity, sumamed the 
Just. Simon enjoyed the pontificate for nine 
years, and was the last of the great synagogue, 
which was composed of a hundred and twenty 
elders, and these, in continued succession, di- 
rected their most strenuous and united efforts 
towards restoring the Jewish church and state 
to their original purity; and, as a means to 
further the attainment of this end, they la- 
boured with unremitting assiduity in publishing 
the Scriptures with the nicest accuracy, so that, 
by hearing them, the people might be induced 
to act according to the injunctions contained 
therein. Simon contributed largely towards the 
completion of this work; the two books of 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and the 
prophecy of Malachi, are all supposed to have 
been added by him to the canon of Scripture. 
Notwithstanding the care bestowed by these 
pious men upon the keeping the Jews to a strict 
adherence to the laws of their forefathers, yet 
did they about this time begin to regard tradi- 
tions (sayings delivered down from father to 
son in a constant succession) even of more con- 
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sequence than their written law ; and» about a 
century after this period, they carried this super- 
stitious observance so far, as to make a collection 
of their traditions into a volume, which they 
called Misnah, but together with their com- 
ments on these traditions, it was called the 
Talmud. ''^ The first acknowledged teacher of 
these traditions to the people, was Antigonus 
of Socho, a learned scribe, and president of the 
great Sanhedrim, or council of the seventy-two, 
which council directed the affairs of the whole 
nation; but every city in Judaea had a lesser 
council, composed of twenty-three members. 
The teachers of the law were afterwards called 
Scribes, Lawyers, or those who sat in Moses's 
seat. Simon left a son, but too young to assume 
the office held by his father, for which reason 
Eleazar, the brother of Simon, was invested with 
this dignity, and discharged its duties for the 
space of fifteen years. 

Ptolemy Soter, under whose dominion the 
Jews now were, was well versed in and a great 
lover of literature, and in order to advance the 

• They had two Talmuds, both having the same Mis- 
nah, but the comments different: one was of Jerusalem, 
completed about three centuries after Christ; the other 
of Babylon, about five centuries. 

c 
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improyement of the sciences^ he founded the 
celebrated Musseum, or Academy for learned 
men^ who devoted themselves to philosophic 
researches. He first of all presented them with 
a library^ which was very larp^ely contributed to 
by his successors. The following method was 
made use of in forming this library : Whatever 
books found their way into Egypt were seized, 
sent to the Musaeum, and there transcribed; 
the copies were then delivered to the proprietors, 
but the originals were retained in the library. 

This library was founded in the same quarter 
of the city as the Musaeum, which was situated 
in the part called Bruchion : but, it having been 
augmented to 400,000 volumes, necessity com- 
pelled them to form a supplement, which they 
placed in the Serapion : this latter Hbrary was 
entitled the daughter of the original one, and, 
in process of time, even it increased to 300,000 
volumes. The Bruchion library was burned 
during the war carried on by Julius Csesar and 
the Alexandrians. However, the Serapion library 
escaped, and, by various additions, became more 
considerable than the first ; and although it suf- 
fered during the revolutions in the Roman em- 
pire, it always recovered itself, and continued to 
be a resort for the learned until the seventh 
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century, when it was entirely destroyed by the 
Saracens, at the taking of Alexandria, in the 
year of our Lord 642. 

Two years before his death, Ptolemy Soter 
determined to resign his crown to Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, ''^ one of his sons by Berenice. 
This Berenice had merely accompanied Eury- 
dice, one of the daughters of Antipater, at the 
time she went into Egypt to be espoused to 
Ptolemy, but her beauty so captivated him, that 
he was induced to marry her. Ptolemy, sur- 
named Ceraunus, or the Thunderer, the son of 
Eurydice, was the eldest of the male issue, yet 
was Ptolemy Philadelphus selected by his father 
to succeed him in the goyemment. Two years 
after this resignation in favour of his son he 
died, having attained to his eighty-fourth year. 
His death happened in the 3719th year of the 
world, and 285 years before Christ. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus took infinite pains to 
increase the library his father had founded, and 
being desirous of having a Greek translation of 
the law of Moses, in order to deposit it in his 

• He received this surname from having caused two 
of his brothers to be put to death, whom he had accused 
of a conspiracy. The word itself signifies a lover of 
brethren. 

c2 
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library^ he resolved to make application to the 
high-priest of the Jews. To conciliate his favour, 
Ptolemy generously bought the freedom of all 
the Jewish slaves in his dominions, by which 
regal liberaUty a hundred and twenty thousand 
Jews, besides women and children, were restored 
to liberty. Having performed this noble act, he 
sent ambassadors, accompanied with costly gifts, 
to Eleazar the high-priest. Eleazar received 
them with joy and gratitude, and presented 
them with an authentic copy of the Mosaic law, 
written in letters of gold ; he also commissioned 
seventy-two elders (six from each tribe) to re- 
turn with them, in order to translate it into the 
Greek language. Ptolemy satisfied himself of 
the wisdom of these men, by proposing to each 
particular questions ; he then appointed them to 
confer together in the isle of Pharos,'*^ and there 
make the translation. They applied themselves 
diligently to accompUsh their task, and brought 
it to a conclusion in the space of seventy*two 
days ; it was afterwards read to Ptolemy, and 
very much approved of by him, which he testi- 
fied by magnificently rewarding the translators. 

* Pharos is a small island, about seven furlongs from 
the mainland, but joined to it by a causeway. 
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Tbis translation was afterwarda commonly called 
the Septuagint.* 

The foregoing account of this translation is 
extracted from the works of Aristeas, who re- 
presents himself to be an officer of Ptolemy's 
guard ; but the writings ascribed to him are by 
some averred to be spurious. Many authors 
that have written on the subject have dealt 
largely in the miraculous. Philo asserts, that 
each elder was shut up in a sepamte cell, yet 
did their translations coincide verbatim, which 
wonderful ^reement evidently proceeded from 
the direct inspiration of God : but the great 
defects of tbis translation remove all suspicion 
of divine interference. However, thus far is cer- 
tain, that in the lime of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
and about 276 years before our Saviour, a Greek 
translation of the Mosaic law was made, the 
Greek language, by the conquests of Alexander, 
bang spread over a great part of the known 
woiid. It is evident that this translation was 
used in our Saviour's time, for the quotations 
in the New Testament, from the original Greek 
of the Old, are to be found word for word in 
this version. 

• So called from the number seventy, although itie 
translation was made by seventy-two elders. 
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Ptolemy Pbiladelpbus died in the year of the 
world 3767, about 247 years before Christ, 
having reigned thirty-eight years. He was a 
prince of excellent qualities, yet these were in a 
manner counterpoised by great defects. He was 
a great encourager of the arts and sciences, and 
under his care the library increased to one hun- 
dred thousand volumes. Ptolemy Evergetes, 
his eldest son, succeeded him in the throne. 
This prince, returning from a successful expedi- 
tion, which he had undertaken to avenge the 
death of his sister Berenice, passed through 
Jerusalem, where he offered up many sacrifices 
to the God of Israel, as thanksgivings for the 
victories he had obtained over his adversary, 
the king of Syria, and thus showing an evident 
preference of God to the idols of his own country. 
About the fourteenth year of this prince's reign, 
Athenion, one of his courtiers, was sent to Jeru- 
salem to demand payment of large arrears of 
tribute. This tribute was an annual payment 
of twenty talents, which was paid by the high- 
priest to the king of Egypt, as a mark of homage 
rendered by the Jews to that prince ; but the 
present pontiff, whose name was Onias, had 
neglected it, although it had been regularly 
paid by his predecessors. Athenion was in- 
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atructed, provided payment was refused, to 
threaten the Jews that troops should be sent to 
drive them out of their country, and then divide 
it amongst themselves. Great alarm was thns 
caused at Jerusalem, and it was thought neces- 
sary to send a deputation io order to appease 
the anger of the king. The person chosen for 
this errand was Joseph, nephew of Onias, and 
a man of great prohity and good repute with 
the Jews. This Joseph, having gained the 
favour of Athenion, was by him strongly recom- 
mended to the king, to whom he pleaded his 
uncle's cause in so engaging a manner, by 
urging the infirmities attendant on his great 
age, the natural tardiness of his disposition, 
that he proved himeelf a successful advocate. 
The king afterwards showed Joseph great fa- 
vour, and entrusted him with the farming of 
the revenues of several provinces. 

Ptolemy Evergetes died after a reign of twenty- 
five years, and was the last of the Ptolemies 
remarkable foe any true virtue or moderation. 
He was succeeded by his son Ptolemy, sur- 
named Philopator, in the year of the world 
3783, and 221 years before Jesus Christ An- 
tiochos, sumamed the Great, and sncceBSor to 
his brother Seteucus Ceraunus, endeavoured to 
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dispossess Ptolemy Philopator of CoBlo-Syria, 
and even made himself master of its chief cities. 
He also formed the siege of Dora^ situated near 
Mount Carmel, and so strongly fortified, both 
by nature and art, that Antiochus found himself 
quite unable to take it, which obstacle induced 
him to accede to a four months' truce, proposed 
by Ptolemy. In this interval a treaty was set 
on foot, the main object of which was, to know 
to whom Ccelo-Syria, Phoenicia, Samaria, and 
Judaea had been given, in the division of Alex- 
ander's empire between Ptolemy, Seleucus, Cas- 
sander, and Lysimachus, after the death of 
Antigonus in the battle of Ipsus. Ptolemy 
claimed them, as having been assigned to Pto- 
lemy Soter, his great grandfather. Antiochus 
asserted they had been given to Seleucus Nica- 
tor, and consequently they were his right, as 
successor in the empire of Syria. But the truce 
elapsed without their coming to any determina- 
tion, and they again had recourse to arms. 
Antiochus received a total defeat at the battle 
of Raphia, and was forced to abandon all his 
conquests. All Ccelo-Syria and Palestine im- 
mediately submitted to Ptolemy ; the cities Uke- 
wise sent ambassadors to him, amongst the rest 
Judaea, who were graciously received. 
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Ptolemy also made a tour through the con- 
quered provinces^ and in his progress visited 
Jerusalem, where he offered sacrifices to the God 
of Israel. But viewing the temple from the out- 
ward court was not sufficient for him, and, al- 
though no Gentile was allowed so to do, he 
resolved to enter, not only the sanctuary, but 
even the holy of holies, to which the high-priest 
alone had access, and he only once a year, on 
the day of the great expiation. This caused 
great commotion, the Priests and Levites mak- 
ing great outcries, and imploring God not to 
permit such a dreadful profanation. But this 
opposition only inflamed the curiosity of the 
king : he forced his way into the inner court, 
and was entering the temple itself, when God 
smote him with such terror of mind, that he 
was carried out half dead. This accident highly 
exasperated him, and he threatened vengeance 
on the Jewish nation, which threat he put in 
execution. He particularly persecuted the Jews 
of Alexandria, by endeavouring to force them 
to the worship of false deities : if they refused, 
he deprived them of the privileges granted by 
Alexander the Great, which they had enjoyed 
ever since that prince's time. He caused them 
to be enrolled amongst the common people of 
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Egypt, to be branded with the badge of his god 
Baccbas, and all recusants to be made slaves, 
or put to death : but very few voluntarily for- 
sook their God, although many were compelled 
to receive the mark of the ivy-leaf. This fimv- 
ness of conduct only the more enraged the king, 
and he determined to exterminate the entire 
nation of the Jews. To this end, he caused all 
that lived in Egypt, to be conducted to Alex- 
andria, that they might there be slain by his 
elephants, but these animals, drunken with 
wine and frankincense, being loosed, turned 
all their rage upon the spectators themselves, of 
whom they destroyed vast numbers. This mi- 
raculous interference so terrified the king, as to 
cause him to cease from his cruel persecutions, 
to restore their former privileges to the Jews, 
and even to permit them to put to death the re- 
negadoes. Ptolemy Philopator, having entirely 
ruined, by a continuance of intemperate plea- 
sures, his naturally strong constitution, died of 
a premature old age, being only thirty-seven at 
the time of his decease. He reigned seventeen 
years, and was succeeded by his son, Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, then five years of age. This took 
place in the year of the world, 3800, and 204 
years before Christ. 
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Antiochus, king of Syria, and Philip, king 
of Macedonia, upon hearing of the death of 
Ptolemy Philopator, entered into a league to 
dethrone the young prince, of whom, at the 
request of the court of Egypt, the Romans 
undertook the guardianship. The Roman name 
had now become famous throughout the world, 
from the glorious termination put to the second 
Punic war, by a decisive battle fought in Africa, 
in which Hannibal was entirely defeated by 
Scipio, who was in consequence surnamed Afri- 
canus. Antiochus very soon gained possession 
of CoBlo-Syria and Palestine ; but Scopas, who 
was entrusted by the Romans with the admi- 
ni8tod;ion of Egypt, seeing Antiochus engaged 
in a war, with Attalus, king of Pergamus, re- 
took the province of Judaea, and threw a body 
of men into the citadel of Jerusalem, but the 
approach of winter compelled him to return to 
Alexandria. In the ensuing campaign Antio- 
chus returned, and, after defeating Scopas with 
great slaughter, subdued all Palestine and 
Ccdo-Syria : the Jews, being weary of the yoke 
of the Ptolemies, joyfully delivered themselves 
up to Antiochus, and assisted him to expel the 
garrison which had been left in Jerusalem by 
Scopas. As a reward for these services, Antio- 
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chus granted them many privileges^ and, on 
account of Philopator's attempt, be enacted a 
decree, that no stranger should be permitted to 
enter the inner part of the temple. Antiocbus 
bad received such proofs of fidelity from the 
Jews of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, that he 
commissioned 2,000 Jewish families to quell a 
sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, granting them 
at the same time, great privileges ; and it was 
from these Jews that descended many of those 
scattered about Asia Minor, and of whom men- 
tion is made in the New Testament. Antio- 
cbus, at length, made war with the Romans, 
by whom he was entirely defeated, and com- 
pelled to agree to the payment of a large sum 
of money. In order to raise this, be plundered 
a temple of Jupiter Belus, in the province of 
Elymais, having first falsely accused the inha- 
bitants of rebelling against him. However, 
being rendered furious by this sacrilege, the 
people rose en masse, and murdered him with 
all his foUowers. Antiocbus the Great having 
thus met with his death, he was succeeded 
by his eldest son, Seleucus Philopator. This 
prince came to the throne in the year of the 
world 3817, and 187 years before our Saviour. 
It was during this prince's reign, that the 
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remarkable occurrence happened concerning 
Heliodorus^ the particulars of which are found 
in the 2nd book of Maccabees « Jerusalem was 
then in a state of tranquillity^ and the laws of 
God were strictly observed, through the care of 
Onias the high-priest, an excellent and pious 
man : but this tranquillity was disturbed by the 
perfidy of one Simon, governor of the temple. 
This Simon, in order to be revenged upon Onias 
foropposing his unjust actions, gave information 
to the king, that great treasures were hidden in 
the temple. In consequence of this, the king 
sent Heliodorus, his first minister, to Jerusalem, 
to seize upon those treasures. Heliodorus in- 
formed the high-priest of the object of his jour- 
ney, and was answered by him, that the treasures 
were deposited there as in a place of safety, and 
were for the maintenance of widows and orphans. 
Notwithstanding this representation, the minis- 
ter was determined to enforce the orders of the 
king. His resolve diffused the greatest terror 
throughout the city, and the priests, together 
with the people, called upon the God of Israel 
to avert so dreaded a calamity. Heliodorus 
and his guards proceeded to the gate of the trea- 
sury, and prepared to break it open ; but all 
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those that attended Heliodorus were stricken 
with a sudden terror, and deprived of every fa- 
culty, by the divine interposition. A richly 
caparisoned horse, bearing a rider of a terrible 
aspect, rushed upon Heliodorus, and smote him 
repeatedly with his fore-feet : two young men 
also, of surpassing beauty, stood on each side 
of Heliodorus, and scourged him in a most severe 
manner. Heliodorus fell from his horse speech- 
less, and was carried off in his litter, while the 
temple resounded with the acclamations of the 
people, returning thanks to the Almighty- The 
high-priest then invoked God to restore Helio' 
dorus, and straightway the two young men ap- 
peared to Heliodorus, telhng him to thank Onias 
for his restoration. Soon after, this same Helio- 
dorus, taking advantage of the absence of the 
brother and son of Seleucus, the two heirs to the 
crown, poisoned Seleucus, with the intent of 
seizing upon the throne : but he was defeated 
in his design. Antiochus, being on his return 
from Rome, was informed of the death of his 
brother Seleucus ; a very strong party supported 
the usurper in his unjust pretensions ; another 
party upheld the claim of Ptolemy, whose mo- 
ther was the late king^s sister ; but Antiochus 
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was eventually seated upon the throne, by the 
assistance of Eumenes, king of Pergamus, and 
of Attains his brother. 

This Antiochus was a cruel persecutor of the 
Jews, and is prophesied very plainly of by 
Daniel, from the twenty-first verse of the 
eleventh to the end of the twelfth chapter. 
This prince assumed the title of Epiphanes, or 
illustrious, but, from the tenor of his life, he 
was by many called Epimanes, mad or furious. 
Antiochus had scarcely attained the regal 
power when Jason, brother of Onias the Jewish 
high-priest, offered him three hundred and sixty 
talents, on condition that he deposed his bro- 
ther and appointed him in his room. This 
bribe was accepted, and, Onias being banished, 
Jason was made high-priest. This Jason was 
the source of numberless calamities to the Jew- 
ish nation. He subverted the religion of his 
ancestors by training youths after the Grecian 
fashion, and by inducing them to forsake their 
own usages for the customs and ceremonies of 
the Heathens. In the following year Jason 
sent his brother Menelaus to Antioch, to pay 
the tribute to the king, and to transact other 
important affairs. Menelaus took advantage of 
this confidence, and supplanted his brother by 
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offering Antiochus three hundred talents more 
than he had given. Menelaus even went so far 
as to steal several golden vessels out of the 
temple, for which act and for others almost 
equally atrocious, he was reproved at Antioch 
by Onias, who had been banished to that city« 
and, in revenge, he caused Onias to be assassi- 
nated. One Lysimachus, being left in trust 
by Menelaus, committed numberless sacrileges, 
which caused a tumult of the people, wherein 
Lysiraachus himself and many others of his 
party were slain. 

About this time Antiochus commenced a war 
with Ptolemy Philometor, king of Egypt, which 
originated in disputes concerning the right to 
the provinces of Coalo-Syria and Palestine, and 
a battle was in consequence fought near Pelu- 
sium, in which Antiochus was victorious. In 
the ensuing campaign he gained a second battle 
on the frontiers, and followed up his success to 
such good purpose that he took Philometor 
himself prisoner, but restored him his full li- 
berty. Antiochus, under pretence of acting as 
guardian of the young prince, plundered the 
Egyptians and enriched himself and his soldiers 
with their spoils. During his stay in Egypt, 
a false report of his death arose in Palestine^ of 
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which Jason took advantage^ and with a thousand 
men assaulted the city of Jerusalem. Being as- 
sisted by some partisans within^ Jason succeeded 
in driving out Menelaus^ forcing him to take 
refuge in the citadel, and, upon this success, 
he put to death all whom he considered his 
enemies. News of this tumult reaching Antio- 
chus, he concluded tbat Judaea had revolted, 
and immediately marched to quell the distur- 
bance. He was above all enraged by hearing 
that the inhabitants of Jerusalem had made 
great rejoicings when they heard the report of 
his death. He took the city by storm, put 
80,000 men to the sword, 40,000 he took pri- 
soners, and the same number he sold for slaves. 
Moreover, he forced his way into their sacred 
places, and even penetrated into the holy of 
hoUes, being conducted thither by the execrable 
Menelaus. He was even guilty of sacrilege, 
by forcibly carrying off the altar of incense, the 
table of shew-bread, the seven-branched candle- 
stick, and many other vessels and utensils, 
which were all of gold. He lastly plundered 
the city, and returned to Antioch laden with 
spoil. That the Jews might continue to suffer, 
he appointed Philip, a Phrygian and a man of 
great cruelty, as governor over Judeea ; Andro- 
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nicus, of a similar disposition, was put over 
Samaria ; and Menelaus, yet more wicked, was 
invested with tbe office and authority of high- 
priest. The Egyptians, seeing that they were 
imposed upon by Antiochus in assuming the 
guardianship of Ptolemy Philometor, declared 
his authority void, and made the younger bro« 
ther of Philometor king. This prince was 
called, upon this occasion, Ptolemy Evergetes 
the Second, but was soon afterwards entitled 
Cacergetes, the former signifying beneficent, 
the latter, malevolent. He was some time after 
this nicknamed Physcon, or tun-bellied, he 
having become extremely corpulent from his 
immoderate gluttony. 

Antiochus again marched into Egypt, in ap- 
pearance to restore Philometor to the throne, 
but, in fact, to make himself the real master of 
it ; he left him in possession of the whole king- 
dom, Pelusium excepted, which he retained as 
being the key to Egypt. But Philometor, 
growing to manhood, threw off his effeminacy, 
and, seeing through the designs of Antiochus, 
became reconciled to his brother on condition of 
their reigning jointly. Antiochus, upon hear- 
ing this, threw away his mask, and openly 
marched against them, but he was forbidden 
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by an embassy from Rome, and, through fear 
of the Romans, he gave up the attempt. An- 
tiochus was, however, so enraged at his failure, 
that he determined to wreak his vengeance on 
the unoffending Jews, and accordingly on hia 
march through Palestine, as he was returning 
from Egypt, he dispatched 22,000 of his troops^ 
under the command of ApoUonius, his collector 
of tribute, with strict orders to destroy the city 
of Jerusalem. It was two years after the taking 
of that city by Antiochus, that AppoUbnius 
arrived there. He concealed his orders from 
the Jews, waiting for an opportunity to execute 
them effectually ; and accordingly on the sab- 
bath day, the priests and people being engaged 
in worship, he commanded his soldiers to fall 
upon them, to cut all the men to pieces, and to 
seize the women and children that they might 
be sold for slaves. When this bloody deed was 
accomplished, the city was plundered, and after* 
wards fired in several places. ApoUonius then 
ordered a fort to be built out of the ruins, upon 
one of the hills of the city of David, opposite to 
the temple, which it commanded. This fortress 
was strongly garrisoned, and was made a repo- 
sitory {o£ arms and for the spoils of the city ; and 
from hence the soldiers polluted the temple in all 
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ways, and shed the blood of those who came to 
worship in it, so that an entire stop was put to 
their religious rites. Antiochus, upon his reaching 
Antioch, issued adecree enjoining all his subjects 
to profess the same religion, and to worship the 
same Gods as he himself did. The Gentiles 
showed no great reluctance in obeying this 
order, but the Samaritans were even eager to 
comply with it. They sent to the king declar- 
ing themselves not to be Jews, and requesting 
that their temple on Mount Gerizim might be 
dedicated to the Grecian Jupiter, and called 
after his name: this petition was graciously 
granted by Antiochus. Many Jews also apos- 
tatized from their religion, either through fear 
or desire of pleasing the king, and became even 
greater persecutors of their brethren than the 
Heathens themselves were. Athenaeus, one 
well versed in all the ceremonies of Grecian 
idolatry, was sent into Judaea to see that the 
decree was punctually executed. As soon as 
this person arrived at Jerusalem, he caused all 
the observances of the Jewish law to be sup- 
pressed; he forbad the circumcision of chil- 
dren ; he polluted the temple and profaned the 
Sabbath ; all the books of the law that could 
be found he ordered to be destoyed ; he esta- 
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blished idolatrous chapels, altars, and groves in 
all parts of the city, over which he appointed 
officers, to compel the people to sacrifice every 
month, (the same day of the month as the king 
was born,) and to eat the flesh of swine and 
other unclean animals sacrificed there. 

Mattathias, a priest of the course of Joanb, 
and extremely zealous of the law, was tempted 
by one of these officers, Appelles by name, to 
comply with the heathen worship, but he boldly 
refused, avowing his determination to live, and 
die in the religion of the Jews. This Matta- 
thias dwelt at Modin, and was son to John, 
grandson to Simon, from whose father Asmo- 
naeus, the family was called Asmonseans. He 
had five sons ; Joannan, surnamed Gaddis ; 
Simon, surnamedThasi; Judas, surnamed Mac- 
cabeus ; Eleazar, called Aharon ; and Jonathan, 
called Apphus ; all of whom were inspired with 
as ardent zeal of the law as their father was. 
After Mattathias had expressed his resolution, 
seeing a Jew come to sacrifice upon the hea- 
then altar at Modin, he fell upon him and slew 
him, and theq, with the assistance of his sons 
and others, he killed the king's intendant with 
all his followers. Having performed this bold 
action, he called with a loud voice through the 
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city ; ** Wfaosoeyer is zealous of the law let 
him follow me;^' and considerable nambers 
having gathered to him, he fled to the deserts 
of Judaea. The troops immediately marched 
against them, and attacked them on the sab- 
bath day, of which the Jews so dreaded the 
violation, that they made not the least defence, 
and upwards of a thousand of them were in 
consequence cut to pieces. This conduct was 
approved of at first, but, upon after consider- 
ation, Mattathias and his friends determined 
that it was lawful to defend themselves on the 
sabbath, if they chanced to be attacked on that 
day, and this determination was ratified by all 
the priests and elders, to be adhered to as a 
rule in the following wars. When Antiochns 
heard of this opposition to his commands, he 
went personally to Judaea, to see that they were 
executed. He exercised the most unheard of 
cruelties upon whatever Jews fell into his hands^ 
and refused to abjure the laws of Moses. — 
About this time occurred two remarkable in- 
stances of the blood-thirstiness of this monster ; 
the martyrdoms of Eleazar, and the mother 
with her seven sons. Eleazar was a veneraUe 
old doctor of the law, who voluntarily sufiered 
death, rather than eat swine's flesh, although 
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attempts were made to force it down bis throat. 
The seven brethren courageously suffered the 
most exquisite torments, in the presence of their 
mother, who stood by and exhorted them to 
bear their sufferings with becoming resolution : 
their bodies were mutilated in every part, their 
limbs hacked away, their tongues cut out, and 
fried in pans before their faces, the skin of their 
heads torn off with the hair, and a variety of 
other refined and exquisite tortures were prac- 
tised upon them, such only as monsters can 
devise. The mother, having seen the last of 
her sons die in this manner, laid down her own 
life also for her religion and her God. 

Mattathias, before he died, encouraged his 
sons to oppose valiantly the persecutors of them 
and their religion, and he nominated Judas to 
be their general, but Simon their man of coun- 
sel. He was interred at Modin, (as his ances- 
tors had been before him,) about 166 years 
before Jesus Christ. Antiochus, in imitation 
of Paulus ^milius, after his defeating Perseus, 
and conquest of Macedonia, solemnized games 
at Daphne, liear Antioch, with immense ex- 
pense and excessive pomp. Whilst he was 
engaged in the celebration of these games, 
Judas raised an army, fortified various places. 
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strongly garrisoned them^ and inspired the snr 
rounding country with awe. AppoUonias, go 
yemor of Samaria^ endeavoured to put a dieck 
to his progress, but Judas defeated him with 
great slaughter ; he also defeated and slew 
Seron, another of Antiochus's generak. Antio- 
chus, enraged beyond measure by these victories 
of Judas, raised an immense army, intending 
to exterminate the whole Jewish nation, but 
was prevented carrying his design into effect, 
through want of money, his coffers having been 
drained by his foolish expenses. After this be 
divided his forces into two parts, he himself 
leading one into Persia, to enforce the payment 
of their tribute which they had for some time 
discontinued, and the command of the other 
division being entrusted to Lysias, with orders 
for utterly subduing the Jews. The govern- 
ment of all the countries on this side the Ep- 
phrates, was left to this Lysias, who had also 
the care of the education of Antiochus's son, 
afterwards called Antiochus Eupator. Lysias 
received advices from Ptolemy Macron, go* 
vemor of Coelo Syria and Pale|tine, of the 
continued successes of Judas, which information 
induced him to commence operations immedi- 
ately: he made Macron generalissimo of his 
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forces ; Nicanor, his intimate friend, he consti- 
tuted his lieutenant-general, and this Nicanor, 
accompanied by Georgias, an oi&cer of great 
experience, was sent in advance, with 20,000 
men, Ptolemy following close upon him with 
the remainder of the forces destined against the 
Jews. The whole army, consisting of 40,000 
foot, and 7000 horse, encamped at Emmaus, 
near Jerusalem. A thousand merchants, with 
their attendants, followed these troops, in order 
to purchase slaves, for they were confident of 
success. But Judas, although having but 
3000* men, was determined to defend him- 
self to the last extremity, and to this end he 
made an encouraging speech to his soldiers, 
telling them at the same time, to hold them- 
selves in readiness to give the Syrians battle 
on the morrow. The same night he was in- 
formed that Georgias, with a select body of 
foot and horse, and guided by some apostate 
Jews, was marching by some circuitous rout, 
in order to surprise him, but he turned this 
stratagem against the devisers, by attacking 

* His army was at first 6000, but 3000 left him when 
proclamation had been made according to the law in 
Deut, XX. 5, &c. ^* That those who had built a house 
that year, or married a wife, or planted a vine, or were 
afraid, had permission to depart/' 
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their camp, weakened by the absence of their 
best troops, by cutting 3000 of them to pieces^ 
and driving the remainder out, thus gaining 
possession of the entire camp. Judas, fearing 
the return of Georgias, made his troops keep 
together; but that general, not meeting with 
Judas, returned to his camp, which finding in 
a blaze, he was unable to keep his soldiers from 
throwing down their arms, and making a pre- 
cipitate retreat; Judas pursued them briskly, 
and slew 9000 of them, wounding at the same 
time a great many more. The victors gained 
an immense booty, not only ftom the enemjr'e 
camp, but also from the merchants who had 
followed it, and had brought vast sums to pur- 
chase slaves. The next day, being the sabbath, 
was most religiously solenmized, as a mark of 
holy joy for ikeir deliverance. This success 
also caused great numbers of recruits to flock 
to the standard of Judas, and, being assisted 
by these reinforcements, he defeated Timothens 
and Bacchides, two of Antiochus's generals, 
with the slaughter of 20,000 men. When Ly- 
sias heard of this succession of yictories gained 
by Judas, he was quite astounded, but, know- 
ing the desire of the king, he raised another 
army, consisting of 60,000 foot, and 6000 
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horse, and with ibis force he marched into 
Judaea, with a firm resolution of destroying the 
whole nation. He pitched his camp at Beth- 
sura, a city on the south of Jerusalem. Judas, 
firmly relying on the Lord of Hosts, engaged 
him with the small number of 10,000 men, 
but these used such surprising efforts of valour, 
that they slew 5000 of the enemy's troops, and 
forced Lysias himself to retire with the remain- 
der to Antioch. Judas marched immediately 
to Jerusalem, recovered the sanctuary from the 
heathens, and, this being purified, it was so- 
lemnly dedicated again to the Lord. This 
ceremony continued a week, throughout which 
thanksgivings were made to God, for the won- 
derful deliverance wrought by his hands ; and, 
moreover, it was ordained, that the anniversary 
of it should be solemnized every year. This 
re-dedication of the temple happened exactly 
three years after it had been profaned by the 
offering of unclean beasts. It is also affirmed 
by some, that this was the dedication unto 
which our Saviour went, and the season, it be- 
ing winter, seems to favour this opinion, rather 
than that it was the dedication of Solomon's 
temple. Judas and his partisans suffered much 
annoyance in their pious labours and worship, 

d2 
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from the fortcess oa Mount Acra, built by Apol- 
lonius, ^nd commandmg the temple. Being 
unable tp drive the enemy from this fastness^ 
they ifaisjEKi a strong fortress on Mount Sion, 
and put ^ good garrison in it, in order to se- 
cure^ as much as possible, the sanctuary and 
those that went to worship there. 

All this time Antiochus was in Persia, whi- 
ther, he baj4 gone to enforce the payment of the 
tribpte^ ^hicfi had not been regularly sent. 
Elyiuaisf W9,9 a city in this part, in which there 
was a.t^empl^ §acred to Diana,* and in this tern- 
pie. w,ere, deposited immense riches of gold and 
sjlyeiVr. ^hick. I^eing m^de known to Antiochus, 
hfi formed the design of, plundering it, but this 
resolutipn biding intimated to the inhabitants of 
the couptry and city, they had recourse to arms 
to defe^ their temple^ and they even repulsed 
hijQi with.9h,ame« . It was at this very period of 
time^ a4vipe was. brought him of the defeats 
his generals , hafl . sustaijaed in Judaea, which 
news iQQrea^fid hi^ rage and despair, to a de- 
gree of madness. He immediately set out, vow- 
ing the utter annihilation and destruction of 

* Polybius avers that it was dedicated to Diana, but 
Appian says to Venus. 
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the whole race of the Jews/ ' t^flg' kn K- 

journey towards Babylonia, he hetS rnt 
continued successes of Judas, upon which 1 
onlered his attendants to ad.;nce liT^' ^^ 
most celerity, and threatened to .ake t^ 
the buiying-place of the whole Jewish nat^'ln 

but scarcely had he uttered thi. hoSi tht; 
when he was stricken, by the liand of God S 

the most dreadful and excruciating painTln^t 
Wis Notwithstanding this, h' V^- don 
with wild fury, breathing blodd arid ^^eIigeanc^ 
aga^st the Jews, but, his horses beihgfe'fa^rce^ 
urged, he was jerked from hfe ch^t. and o 

gneroudy bruised by thefall,«his attendants 
were compelled to carryhimc^n d Ktter ib ^ little 

town by the way. where he suffered the mo 
racking and unspeakable torments : his flesh 
bred worms, and dropped aw^^ piece by piece 
and thereby the stench was so 'ihtolemble, his' 
attendants could not endtfr^ if; Repentance 
jowcame, and he confessed th4t the God of 
Israel had punished him for his cruelties to the 
Jews. In the anguish of his mind and body he 
promised to enrich the temple of Jerusalem to 
defray the expenses pf the sacrifices, and even 
to turn Jew himself, and publish the power of 
the Ahnighty through all the worid. " It is 
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meet/^ he said, '' to be sabject unto God ; and 
man who is mortal should not think of himself 
as if he were a god/' But diis repentance was 
not genuine, being extorted, as it were, by the 
sujfferings he endured, which, after racking him 
in a dreadful manner, terminated a wicked life 
by a wretched and painful death. In opposition 
to this monster's own confession, Polybius, the 
heathen historian, attributes his sufferings to 
his attempt upon Diana's temple. 

Shortly before his death, he sent for his favouiw 
ite Philip, who had been brought up with him 
from infancy, and upon whom he had bestowed 
the regency of Syria, during the minority of hia 
son ; he put into his hands all the ensigns of 
royalty, and exhorted him to teach the young 
Antiochus how to govern his subjects with jus- 
tice and mediation. The king's body was, by 
the order of Philip, conveyed to Antioch, but 
when Philip arrived there, he found his office 
usurped by Lysias, who, immediately upon 
hearing of the death of the king, placed his son 
Antiochus upon the throne, at the same time 
himself assuming the guardianship and the di* 
tection of the government. This Antiochus was 
sumamed Eupator, and succeeded his father in 
the year of the world 3840, and about 164 years 
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before Christ Philip^ being unable to cope i^ith 
Lysias, retired to Egypt^ in hopes of there 
gaining assistance* 

About this time^ Ptolemy Macron, governor 
of Coelo-Syria and Palestine^ repented himself 
of the share he had in the cruelties to the Jews, 
and strenuously endeavoured to procure for them 
a peace, which conduct being misrepresented, 
he was in consequence deposed, and the govern* 
ment given to Lysias, while Ptolemy, in despair 
from this disgrace, put an end to his life by 
poison. Antiochus Epiphanes having had no 
time to revoke in form his decree against the 
Jews, the court of Syria considered them still as 
rebels, and continued its endeavours to force 
them into compUance with its requests. 

During all this time Judas continued actively 
to prosecute his success, which in order ito check, 
Lysias raised an army of 80,000 '/oot, flie entire 
cavalry of the kingdom, and eighty elephants. 
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with which force he entered Judaeet,. and formed 
the siege of Bethsura^ between Jerusalem and 
Idumssa. Judas and his army eami^stly en« 
treated the Lord for his all-powerful assistance^ 
and resolutely marched out of Jerusalem to meet 
the enemy. It is said by their historian, that a 
horseman preceded them^ arrayed in white. 



J 
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haying armi^ of gSfH^ and bearing a la^Qe in his 
hand, and that it wa& ^is sight inspired them 
witn such amazing ardour and ejathusiasm^ that 
they .killed and wounded vast numbers of their 
enemies^ and forced the rest to make a precipi- 
tate retreat, Lysias^ being weary of such an 
unsuccessful war^, made a treaty with Judas, 
which was ratified by Antiochus^ and in which 
It was. stipulated that the cruel decree of Epi- 
ph^nes should be revoked and cancelled^ and 
their laws and seligion tolerated in all places ; 
but this peace was SQon. broken. Jimotheus, 
one of the king's general^^ raised an army of 
nearly I50,00P men. foot. and horse^ but Judas, 
although wifh very inferior numbers, .attacked 
him witn such courage as latterly to defeat him, 
with the loss of 30,000 men, which glorious 
victory was productive of great and numerous 
advantages, to Judas and his people. 

Notwithstanding this evident protection on 

« 

the side of the Jews^ another numerous army 
was raised against them, consisting of 120,000 
foot, 20,000 horse, 32 elephante, and 300 cha- 
riots of war, which host, headed by the king 
himself and Lysias the regent, entered Judaea. 
Judas marched out, and stationed himself in 
front of the king's camp, having exhorted his 
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men to trust in the aid of their God, and to 
fight to the last gasp : afterwards, after having 
given his troops for the word of battle, * Victory 
is of Grod/ he selected his bravest men, and beat 
up the king's quarters in the night-time, by 
which surprise he slew 4000 of his enemies, 
overwhelmed their camp with confusion, and 
retired himself with safety. From this the king 
perceived the great and enthusiastic valour of 
the Jews; nevertheless, he was confident that 
the number of his troops and elephants must 
eventually succeed, for which reason he deter- 
mined to bring them to a general engagement, 
and he was met by the Jews with great intre- 
pidity and slaughter of his troops. Eleazar, one 
of the brothers of Judas, seeing an elephant 
higher than the rest, adorned with the king's 
arms, and believing Antiochus himself to be 
upon it, furiously cut his way to the animal 
through all opposition, when, having performed 
this achievement, he placed himself underneath 
the beast, and thrust his spear into its belly in 
so deadly a manner, that it instantly fell and 
crushed him to death. Judas and his followers, 
having fought with the greatest resolution and 
bravery, were at length exhausted by fatigue, 
and forced to retire before the superior numbers 
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of the enemy. The king punned them^ and 
besieged Bethsura^ which, after a long and brave 
defence, was, for want of provisions, compelled 
to capitulate. Antiochus then marched against 
Jerusalem, and besieged the temple, the de- 
fenders whereof were reduced to great extremi- 
ties, but through the mercy of God were provi- 
dentially reliered by an unexpected occurrence. 
Philip, as was before observed, had retired 
into Egypt, thinking to obtain assistance at 
that court ; but he soon found he was deceived 
in his calculations, the divisions arising between 
the two brothers, who reigned jointly, preventing 
them from attending to other affairs than their 
own. He then returned into the east, induced 
some Persian and Median troops to assist him, 
and, being favoured by the absence of the king, 
siezed upon the capital, which when Lysias 
heard, he thought it requisite to make peace 
with the Jews upon honourable and advanta- 
geous terms to them, Antiochus swearing to 
observe the conditions thereof. He was then 
allowed to enter the fortifications of the temple, 
the strength of which so alarmed him, that, in 
violation of his oath, he had them demolished 
before he set oat for Syria. Philip was soon 
driven from Antioch, and an end put to his life. 
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The diflputts between the Ptoloiaiea had by 
this time risen to such violenee^ tbain Ui^ youogei^ 
Physcon, expelled his brother Philomet^c^. whp 
proceeded with a te^ followers to Rorne^ to pray 
for assistance from the senate. His fo^oru eovh 
dition moved their pity> and th^ determined to 
reinstate him, agreeably to which lesolatioD, 
they succeeded in bringing about an aooommo* 
dation between the brothers, Xibya im^:the 
proriace of Cyrrae were assign^ to Pl^yQ^on, 
sumamed Erergetes ) Pl^lop^to? h^^. £gypt 
and the island of Cypvaai^ aB^iCMji eo^FerifigP 
was deohred independ^t .0f/^ .other* .Fresh 
disputes however were citusQ^^t^yjPhjfsccp CPP^* 
I^ainiiig that the partitjit^nwap >i|iieitHial, and 
that be ought to baye the isle of CypniMB«<lBstored 
to him^ and' the Romans, being deeivqua of cur- 
tailidg 4he power of Egypti side^wijbh Physeen ; 
but, nevevtfaeless, Philofnetotfinplsir pefsisted in 
standing by the origini^ iffeaty.^ lit the mean 
time tk% Cymnfeastfij haying heerd, of .the cruel 
disposition'of Pfayscon, consyiiied to ^oppose his 
entrance into their country, and beat him in an 
engagement ; but, in the end^ he fou«d means 
to establish himself, and rendered, himself so 
odious to his subjects, that they attacked him 
and left him for dead • When he recovered fr^m 
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bis wounds, he went to Rome^ and accused I%i- 
lometor, the most humane of all princes, of em- 
ploying assassins against him : the senate, being 
indignant at Philometor for refusing to give up 
Cyprus, lent an ear to the accusation. Accord- 
ingly they sent five commissioners to conduct 
Physcon to Cyprus, and wrote to all their allies 
to assist him with troops. Physcon, baring 
thus assembled an army, landed in Cyprus, 
where Philometor, in person, engaged and de- 
feated him, taking Physcon himself prisoner, 
and, notwithstanding all his ingratitude, re- 
stored him Libya and Cyrenaica, at the same 
time adding something in lieu of Cyprus; this 
noble clemency and generosity put a final period 
to the war, the Romans no longer opposing a 
prince of such amiable qualities. 

Demetrius, son of Seleucus Philopator, having 
remained an hostage at Rome from the year bis 
father died, and being unable to persuade the 
Romans to place him upon bis throne, made his 
escape, under pretence of a hunting match, and 
was conveyed from Ostia to Syria in a Cartha- 
ginian vessel, lying there for the express purpose. 
Having landed at Tripoli, he persuaded the peo- 
ple that the Romans had sent him ; Antiochus 
and Lysias were siezed by. their own troops, by 
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them surrendered to Demetrius, and he, having 
caused them to be put to death, was established 
on the throne without opposition. One of the 
first actions of this princess reign was to deliver 
the Babylonians from the oppression of two ty- 
rants, appointed over them by Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, and for this he was thenceforth sur- 
named Soter, or Saviour. 

Menelaus, the wicked high-priest of the Jews, 
had, by Lysias, been accused of being the author 
of the troublesome war against Judaea, and for 
this reason Antiochus Eupator had him cast 
into a tower of ashes. Onias, the nephew of 
Menelaus, was the rightful successor, yet An- 
tiochus nominated Alcimus, one of the family of 
Aaron, in his place. This Alcimus had complied 
with the profane customs of the Greeks, in the 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, and was by the 
Jews rejected as ineligible. For this reason, at 
the head of the apostate Jews that had taken 
refuge at Antioch, he petitioned Demetrius for 
assistance against Judas and his people, and, in 
order to further his end, affirmed that Judas 
caused all of Demetrius's party, that fell into 
his hands, to be put to death. Demetrius con- 
firmed him in his office, and sent Bacchis, go- 
vernor of Mesopotamia, with an army to see 
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him established therein; but the determined 
bravery of Judas and his troops rendered the 
attempt of this army abortive. 

Nicanor, master of the elephants, was Aen 
made governor of Judaea, and sent against Judas, 
with an army of 36,000 men. This Nicanor, 
being enraged that such mighty armies should 
be worsted by a handful of Jews, uttered the 
most horrid blasphemies against their God and 
their temple ; but he soon suffered- for his im- 
piety : his army was totally defeated, himself 
slain, and not one man escaped to bear the news 
to Antioch. The Jews, having found his body 
amongst the dead, cut off his head and right 
hand, which he had raised in a threatening man* 
ner against the temple, and hung them upon one 
of the towers of Jerusalem. 

Judas enjoyed some little respite after this 
decisive victory, and, being without hope of aid 
from his neighbdhrs, who all wished the Jews 
extirpated, sent ambassadors to B^me, for he 
had heard of Aeir justice and fastly-increasing 
power. The Roman senate received them kindly, 
and entered into a defensive league with them, 
giving them also a letter to Demetrius, contain* 
ing an injunction not to injure the Jews any 
more ; but, before this letter reached its destina^ 
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tioDy a fatal termination was put to the career 
of Judas. When Demetrius heard of the defeat 
and death of Nicanor, be selected the choicest 
of his troops^ entnisted Bacchis and Alcimus 
with the command, and sent them against 
Jud®a. At this time the whole army of Judas 
was composed but of 3000 men^ and even these, 
being stricken with fear of the enemy, deserted 
him, wiUi the exception of 800 men ; Judas, 
lK>weyer, being ashamed to flee, had the rash* 
ness to engage with the numerous and well- 
appointed army of the Syrians, and was con-» 
sequently overpowered and slain. His death 
caused the greatest of grief and mourning 
through all Judeea and Jerusalem. His brother 
Jooatiian was chosen by the people to succeed 
him in the government. 

Bacchis now gained ground rapidly, taking 
possession of Jerusalem and a great part of the 
country likewise. Alcimus eAso, in his office of 
high-piies|» exercised the greatest of cruelties 
and injustice upon the true Jems, and^he even 
went so far as to pull down the wall of the inner 
court of the sanctuary, thus admitting the hea- 
thens into the sacred phices ; but, in the midst 
of bis profanities, he was smitten with a palsy, 
and died in the greatest agonies. Demetrius, 
fearing the power of the Romans, was necessi- 
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tated to recall Bacchis, which event, joined to 
the death of Alcimus, released the Jews from 
their troubles for the space of two years, and 
Demetrius, by this kind of subservience, and by 
dint of entreaties, succeeded in prevailing on the 
Romans to acknowledge him king of Syria. 

Some time subsequent to this occurrence, 
Ptolemy Philometor and two other princes. 
Attains and Ariarathes, for various reasons 
being jealous of Demetrius, entered into a com- 
bination to deprive him of his throne ; and, to 
effect this, they employed Heraclides, the same 
that had been deprived of his power at Babylon 
by Demetrius, to procure some one to personate 
the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, and to set up 
hereditary pretensions to the throne of Syria. 
This Heraclides had taken refuge at Rhodes, 
and there he selected a young man, whom he 
carefully trained for the part he was to act. 
The name of thi^ impostor was Bala, and his 
parentage was low, but he was well adapted for 
the purpose. In the first place Heraclides 
caused him to be acknowledged by the three 
kings in the conspiracy under the name of 
Alexander, king of Syria ; then conducting him 
to Rome, together with Laodice, the real 
daughter of Antiochus, he prevailed upon the 
senate to give a decree in his favour ; and with 
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these declarations on his side/ the impostor 
found no difficulty, upon his return to Syria^ 
in raising an army sufficient to take the field 
with. Upon this news, Demetrius, who had 
for some time given himself up to sensual in- 
dulgence and luxurious ease^ roused himself 
and prepared for his defence. Both Demetrius 
and Alexander were anxious to procure the co- 
operation of Jonathan, and each tried to outvie 
the other in making him splendid offers for it. 
Amongst the proposals of Alexander, it was 
stated, that he should be made governor and 
high-priest of the Jews, and called the friend of 
the king; Demetrius having been a great 
enemy to the Jews, Jonathan was induced to 
accept the proposals of Alexander. Accord- 
ingly at the feast of tabernacles, which hap- 
pened soon after, Jonathan, with the consent of 
all the people, put on the pontifical robes, and 
assumed the office t)f high-priest, which had 
beea vacant seven years from the death of Al- 
cimus. The high-priesthood continued hence-, 
forth in the Asmonean family, until the time of 
Herod, who, in place of an hereditary office, 
made it an arbitrary appointment. In the 
first battle fought between the two rivals, De- 
metrius was the victor ; nevertheless, Alexander, 
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being assisted by the three kings, by the Ro- 
mans, and by Jonathan, soon became more 
powerful than he was before his loss. Deme- 
trius, fearing the result, sent his two sons, De- 
metrius and Antiochus, under the care of a 
friend, to Cnidos, a city of Caria, and shortly 
after, joining in battle with Alexander, he was 
defeated and slain. This took place in the 
year of the world, 3864, and 150 years before 
Christy after he had enjoyed the throne twelve 
years. Alexander now ascended the throne of 
Syria, and married Cleopatra, daughter of Phi- 
lometor, king of Egypt. 

Onias, son of Onias the third, took refuge in 
Egypt, having been disappointed of the high- 
priesthood after the death of his uncle Mene- 
laus, and he there so insinuated himself into 
the good graces of Ptolemy Philometor, as to 
obtain leave to build a temple in Egypt similar 
to that in Jerusalem, of which temple the high- 
priesthood was conferred upon himself and his 
descendants for ever. But the greatest diffi* 
culty was to gain the consent of the Jews 
themselves, as their law strictly forbade the 
offering of sacrifices cisewfaeref than in Jerusa- 
lem ; he at length prevailed over their repug- 
nance by citing a passage from the prophet 
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Isaiah^ (xix. 18, 8cc.) '' In that day shall five 
cities in the land of Egypt speak the language 
of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of Hosts. 
In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord 
in the midst of the land of Egypt, &c/' But 
this event was foretold of the gospel and the 
days of Messiah, although Onias applied it to 
his own temple and time. This temple was 
built where Heliopolis, or the city of the sun, 
had stood ; Onias built also a city in the same 
place, and called it Onion from his own name; 
this temple and city were destroyed by the 
order of Vespasian, the Roman emperor, above 
two hundred years after their foundation. 
Alexander Bala, having obtained the crown of 
Syria, gave himself up to luxury and idle de- 
bauchery; he entrusted his affairs entirely to 
Ammonius, who barbarously put to death 
Laodice, sister of Demetrius and widow of 
Perseus, king of iSlacedonia, Antigonus also, 
who had not been sent by his fother Demetrius 
to Cnidos with his brothers, and all others of 
the blood-royal he could find; but this con- 
duct, in place of confirming his master on the 
throne, only raised the fust abhorrence of the 
people. Demetrius, the eldest of'Demetriu&'s 
sons, took advantagie of this dislike of the peo- 
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pie, and landed in Cilicia with some few Cretan 
soldiers; but such numbers of the people flocked 
to his standard that he soon became master of 
the whole province. Apollonius, governor of 
Coelo-Syria and Palestine, likewise declared for 
Demetrius, and attempted to reduce Jonathan, 
who was firm in his adherence to Alexander, 
but he failed in his attempt, and lost eight 
thousand of his men in one day. Ptolemy 
Philometor entered Palestine with an immense 
army to succour his son-in-law, Alexander, but, 
upon his arrival at Ptolemais, a conspiracy was 
discovered against his life, at the head of which 
was Ammonius; and, Alexander refusing to 
give up the traitor, Philometor took from him 
Cleopatra, gave her to Demetrius, and promised 
to assist him in gaining the crown. Antioch 
moreover declared for Demetrius, the people of 
that city sacrificing Ammonius to their rage. 
A decisive battle was shortly after fought, in 
which Alexander was worsted, and fled to 
Zabdiel, an Arabian prince, in whose care he 
had before placed his children ; but this perfi- 
dious friend caused his head to be cut ofi* and 
sent to Philometor, Ptolemy himself did not 
live long after this battle, for he died of a 
wound received therein. 
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Demetrius was now possessed of the crown 
of Syria, and took upon himself the title of 
Nicator, the Conqueror. This was 146 years 
before our Saviour, and in the year of the world 
3858. Ptolemy Philometor was succeeded by 
his brother, Physcon, who married his bro- 
ther's widow, Cleopatra, in order to reconcile 
two parties that had been formed ; but this 
monster had her son assassinated in her arms 
on the nuptial day itself. The young Deme- 
trius left the management of every thing to 
Lasthenes, to whose care he had been entrusted 
at Cnidos; but this Lasthenes so abused his 
trust, as to create a vast number of enemies to 
his prince. In the mean while, Jonathan, 
taking advantage of the calm in Judaea, invest- 
ed the citadel, which still remained to the idol- 
aters in Jerusalem ; and Demetrius, being com- 
plained to, cited Jonathan to Ptolemais, with 
which summons Jonathan complied, at the 
same time enjoining his followers to prosecute 
the siege vigorously in his absence. Jonathan, 
by dint of presents and skilful policy, succeeded 
in appeasing the king, who quashed the accu- 
sation against him; nevertheless Jonathan, 
with all his efforts, was unable to drive the 
enemy out of the citadel, and he therefore sent 
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ambassadors to Demetrius, requesting him to 
withdraw the garrisou. Demetrius, being in- 
volved in constant tumults from the hatred he 
had incurred by his excesses, promised to do 
this, provided Jonathan would send him troops 
to chastise his rebellious subjects; and Jona- 
than accordingly sent him 3000 men. These 
troops slew 100,000 of the inhabitants of An- 
tioch, and so intimidated the rest, that they 
gladly submitted to the king ; yet for all this, 
Demetrius behaved to Jonathan no better than 
to others, and did not fulfil the promise he had 
made him* 

A certain Diodotus, afterwards sumamed 
Tryphon, seeing the horror the people had of 
the cruelties practised by Demetrius, formed 
the design of placing the crown upon bis own 
head, to which end he obtained Antiochus, the 
son of Alexander Bala, from Zabdiel, to whom 
he had been entrusted by his fether, and car- 
ried him into Syria, where he declared his pre- 
tensions to the crown. He was joined by crowds 
of malcontents, who proclaimed Antiochus king, 
sought out Demetrious, routed him, and drove 
him to Seleucia. Jonathan likewise, being 
indignant at the perfidy of Demetrius, joined 
his baftners to those of the new king, for which 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 71 

assistance great favours were heaped upon him 
and his brother Simon. Tryphon, seeing his 
designs so far advanced, was afraid the integrity 
of Jonathan would be a great obstacle against 
their completion, and fearing to attack him 
openly, determined to circumvent him by arti- 
fice, and for this purpose lured Jonathan, at- 
tended only by 1000 men, to Ptolemais, pro* 
mising to make him a free gift of that place ; 
but, upon entering it, his followers were imme- 
diately put to the sword, and himself treacher- 
ously made a close prisoner. The Jews were 
greatly grieved at this accident, and Simon set 
out against Tryphon, taking with him a nu- 
merous army ; but Tryphon was afraid to meet 
him in the field, and sent word to Simon that 
he had only put Jonathan under an arrest for a 
debt to the king, and that, if Simon would send 
him the sum due, and Jonathan's two sons as 
hostages for their father's fidelity, the prisoner 
should be liberated. Simon, although he saw 
through the traitor's design, was afraid of having 
to reproach himself with his brother's death, 
and for this reason complied with the demand, 
but Tryphon, in place of keeping his word hon- 
ourably, caused Jonathan to be put to death. 
He, now believing himself secure, had Antiochus 
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secretly murdered, and then, giving put that he 
had died of a natural disease, declared himself 
king, and took possession of the crovni ia the 
year of the world, 3861, and 143 years, bf^re 
Jesus Christ. Simon had the bones o^.jtus 
brother conveyed to Modin, where they^.^fffVe 
consigned to the sepulchre of his forefathers, 
and a splendid monument raised in honqur of 
his memory. Demetrius continued to,&bao4on 
himself to the grossest sensuality at Laodicea, 
not even giving his misfortunes a thought. 
Tryphon having so seriously displeased the 
Jews, Simon sent ambassadors with a gpolden 
crown to Demetrius, to treat with that prince, 
and Demetrius, being gratified by thi^ embassy, 
not only confirmed Simon in his dignity, .but 
also granted the Jews an exemptipn from all 
imposts, and an amnesty for all past hostility ; 
however all this was provided, Simon assisted 
him against Tryphon. Demetrius, being 
strongly solicited by the people of several 
nations to head them against the Parthians, 
who had already overrun a great part of the 
East, roused himself and complied with their 
desire, thus leaving Tryphon possessed of 
almost all Syria. Being joined by the Elym»- 
ans, Persians, and Bactrians, he routed the 
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Parthian forces in several battles, but was at 
length caught in an ambuscade, his army cot 
to pieces, and himself made a prisoner. 

Mithridates, king of the Parthians, after this 
success, subdued the whole country between the 
Euphrates and the Ganges. The Jews took ad- 
vantage of this favourable conjuncture, and set 
about securing their liberty and their religion, 
for which they had so long and so strenuously 
contended. The priests, the elders, and the 
whole people having assembled together, Simon 
was appointed their sovereign and high*priest, 
and these dignities were settled on his posterity 
for ever. 

It was Simon thiit shut up the garrison in 
the fortress of Acra so closely, as to bring about 
by famine what all the efforts of his brothers, 
Judas and Jonathan^ had been utterly incapable 
of effecting. It was immediately cleansed flrom 
pollutions, and great rejoicings made on the oc- 
casion ; and Simon, with the assistance of the 
people, beat down the tower, and so lowered the 
mountain itself, as to effectually prevent any 
future annoyance therefrom. 

Cleopatra, seeing her husband a prisoner to 
the Parthians, shut herself up with her children 
in Seleucia, where she was joined by numbers 

E 



74 FAMILIAR ILLUSTRATIONS 

that were disgasted with the cruelty of Tryphon, 
who, being possessed of the object of his amln- 
tion, soon began to show the natural brutality 
of his disposition. Cleopatra then s^t to An- 
tiochus Sidetes, the brother of Demetrius, pro- 
posing to unite their forces, and, this being done, 
to marry him, and obtain for him the crown. 
She made this promise from indignation at 
having heard that her husband Demetrius had 
married Rhodoguna, the daughter of Mtthri- 
dates, and because her children Were too y<niDg 
to assert their rights. Antiochus, being the 
second son of Demetrius Soter, and the youngest 
of the two sent to Cnidos, acceded to the pKV 
posals of Cleopatra, and assumed the titte of 
king of Syria. He wrote to Simon, compl^^" 
ing of the unjust usurpation of Tryphon, and 
made him the most splendid promises to bnog 
him over to his interest, and, in the following 
year, he landed in Syria, and was soon at the 
head of a very numerous army. Tryphon, not 
being able to resist him, fled to Dora, a city of 
Phoenicia, where Antiochus shut him up closely; 
but Tryphon managed to escape by sea to Ortho* 
sia, thence to Apamaea, his birth-place, and was 
there taken and put to death. Antiochus,. in 
the year of the world 3865, and 139 years before 
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Christy ascended the throne of Syria^ and reigned 
nine years. He was surnamed Sidetes from his 
love of bunting, the word Zidah, in the Syriac 
tongue, signifying the hunter. Simon renewed 
the ancient treaties with Rome, and his sove- 
reignty was recognised by the senate, which 
signified to all the nations in the neighbourhood 
of Judasa, that the Jews were the friends and 
allies of the Roman people, and, amongst others, 
they also wrote to Demetrius, at the Parthian 
court, fOT they had neither acknowledged Try- 
phon nor Antiochus Sidetes. Antiochns, not- 
withstanding the great promises he bad made to 
Simon, which he considered extorted . by the 
exigency of the case, was not deterred from 
sending an army into Judaea, under, the com- 
mand of Cendebaeus, who was met by Judas 
and John, the sons of Simon, and completely 
overthrown. 

Much about this time, the inhabitants of 
^exandria, being wearied out with the de- 
pravity and cruelties of Physcon^ abandoned 
their native city and spread themselves over 
foreign countries, carrying with them the arts 
and sciences, which had been almost confined 
to their, own country : thence it was that polite 
titerature revived in Greece and Asia Minor, for 
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that were disgusted with the cruelty of Tryphon, 
who, being possessed of the object of his ambi- 
tion, soon began to show the natural brutality 
of his disposition. Cleopatra then sent to An- 
tiochuB Siijetes, the brother of Demetrius, pro- 
posing to unite their forces, and, this being done, 
to marry him, and obtain for him the crown. 
She made this promise from indignation at 
having heard that her husband Demetrius had 
married Rhodc^una, the daughter of Mithn- 
dates, and because her children were too ywng 
to assert their rights. Antiochus, being the 
second son of Demetrius Soter, and the yoang«** 
of Ihe (.wo sent to Cnidos, acceded to the pro- 
posals of Cleopatra, and assumed the *-'^ . 
king of Syria. He wrote to Simon, coiftp* 1^ 
ing of the unjust usurpation of Try\>Hott> ■ 
made him the most splendid promisea^ 
him over to his interest, and, 
year, he landed in Syria, 
head of a very numerous^ 
being able to resist lijir, ' 
Plitenicia, where Anji 
but Tryphon maqj 
Hia, thence t{ 
there 1 
the.;! 
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siege, but kt lengfli, being almost itf k'itate' of 
fdntime, he seilt to Antiochus pro{)06{ti^ ^ce. 
The king's counsellors exhorted him to utt^ljr 
destroy this Jews, a most troublesome and im- 
pious race, hostile to all mankind, and holding 
no intercourse saving with their Own s^ct J l)ut 
the generosity of Antiochus indtlced hini'to re- 
ject this proposition, and he was even pleased 
at 'entering into a treaty with HjirtJalnus: VLt 
therefore granted peace to the J^W^, tbtAiitlbri- 
ally'that they paid certain tribut!^^>foV ^^ dtfie's 
they held out of Jud^a; 'totf ihfe^ rfiAftrid6Ved 
their Arms, and that the76rtifii(kt{i)nS W J^rfea^ 
lem should' be demblTsHecf ^Atitiiiahiiy' Wished 
also to rebuild the citadel, and ]l>bt'^a gaMson in 
it, but Hyrcanus paid him 500 talents to wave 
this; hostages were then given until the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty. 

Demetrius Nicator was all this time kept a 
prisoner by the Parthians, who only waited a 
favourable opportunity to make themselves ma^ 
sters of Syria, under pretence of re-establishing 
Demetrius, but they were anticipated by An- 
tiochus, who entered their country with a power- 
ful and well organized army. He defeated 
Phraates in three engagements, retook Baby- 
lonia and Media, and even reduced him to the 
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limits of bis own country, in which ezploitg be 
was assisted by Hyrcanus, who at the end of ibe 
campaign returned home laden with spoil, tbe 
rest of the army wintering in the East. Bot 
Antiochus had allowed such numbers of sntkis, 
cooks, musicians, women. Sec. to follow his army, 
that altogether tbey made op a prodigions train, 
in consequence of which they were obliged to 
have their winter quarters in different parts, foit 
the convenioncy of procuring prorisions. Now 
the inhabitants, being very ill treated by these 
people, conspired with the Parthians, and, taking 
advantage of their divided condition, massacred 
great numbers; together with Antiochas himsdf, 
making the rest prisoners. The death of An- 
tiochus, who was possessed of excellent qualities, 
was greatly lamented by the Syrians. 

Phraates, after he had been thrice deftated 
by Antiochus, entrusted Demetrius with a body 
of troops, ^nd sent him into Syria to make b 
diversion in his favour, but, after the massacre; 
he detached a party of horse to recal him, which 
Demetrius having dreaded, he had used sueh 
diligence that he had. crossed the Euphrates be- 
fore tbe pursuers reached the. frontiers, and thus 
he recovered his dominions. Ndtwithstanding 
all Syria was in a state of mourning for the loss 
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they had sustained, yet did Demetrans rx^^ 
gjceoi rejoicings for this eyent^ which happened 
about 130 years before Christ,, and consequently 
3874 years from the foundation of the wosld. 
Hyrcanus took advantage of these occurrences 
to extend his dc»ninions, making himself master 
of many convenient places in Syria, Phoenicia, 
and Arabia, and he even succeeded so far as to 
entirely throw off the yoke of the kings of Syria, 
renouncing all dependance on that power. 

Ptolemy Physcon still continu^.»bis ifiorn^ 
cruelties ia Egypt, and wa3 as bitterly, hated by 
hifi new subjects of Alexandrift, as ibe h^d b^e;i;i 
by ti^ former. He repudiated Cleopatra,, bis 
bratber's widow, whom he had married, 8,1^ 
then, falling violently ixx love with one pf) bi^r 
daughters by Philometor, called Cleopatra like^ 
wiser he first violated her, and a£terw;i)trds Hiar- 
md h»u £eing in fear of thie Ale^capdrians^ he 
determined to butcher all; the yqupg peppl^ of 
the^tuty, for which purpose Woaiifspd numbers 
of them to be surrounded by hi<^ foneign troops, 
m the place of exercise^ and all of them, to be 
pot to the sword. The people, being thus cx- 
aspeiuted to a degree of fury, flocked to the 
palace, with the resolution of burning him tbere- 
in> but, before they could execute their desi^. 
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Ue made liia ^sqip^r a^d fled U> (iiyprus, taking 

Mem^i tia. H§ tjbeu cauaed i)is . eon, wbon hi 
had made ^vtmor of Cymnaiipaf Aofoome.^to 
him^and pot Um to death as sooivaa Jbe 9f^^ 
beiog in fear tbf t the Alexaodiiaiia would hare 
made him kii^^ they hwmg alfea4]r 04^^^ 
gjoyemment inito the hands of Cleppttn^i^M^ 
he had cUtoxc^. PhyaoQo,c<»aideriii|githat|ike 

had indited the jp^ple to thia actioOf.i^aoiQA 
iyiem|t^iti^ ^ yooog pnnce of greal pmnu^ 
whom he bad- had by ksi, to hare Jiif throat 
cut ;. then, caiifwig^t^e body to be cot, ta jpieq^ 
and to ;^.4iu£ iptQ a.ch£;»i, wUh. the ,{i«^d >ila|i^ 
eQtir^^so.tb^titmigbt be xqcogaia^^ aW^Jt t» 
he>* u^poa. W.birt^<laf » whUhGfgB^tb^^f^ 
joici^fii ^H?^' !^^ occasion to^be.^hai^Bi^. ii4o 
mouniiiji^ ajid Jbi^neotatiop^ . . j . 

Tbia^mpoatrfliia; bwb«rity j^;^ ^WW^ 
people, that thej ipm^iately formed .a^.a^W?* 
and gaYC t^ cpmq^aadof it to cme MMify$i*» 
who was .met by ^hyacqa^a forces, under the 
command of Hegelochua, and a battle fooght in 
consequence, in which the Alexandrians were 
totally defeated, and Marayas himself taken pri« 
fioner. Cleopatra had recourse to Demetrias, 
king of Syria, for aid, this prince having mar- 
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lied hereld^^afaglifcfM^^Phadtteti^ 
imnid9i**Sm •!*<& troitn of 'Bgypt'tift i Wwarcf.' 
I>^tfte#%s 'imm^^^tely marched wifl^ ' W h^ 
ttb^i;' and formed tHe siege of "P^usttiiii ;' buti 
be^ bcSiig tfttteh d%d9ted fcr bis tyrabny arid ex- 
ctfdse^^ theSyttatis tdiokiip drms in liVi ibsencei 
nrfaSd^lbarpelled fiom to return iitofder to reduce 
dienr 't6'^]4Mliefice. Cleopatra, tHerefore, took 
fd*tt^%figi'hef dftugMgir Ckopatra, queen 6f 
Sytttf^whto^afterUhe dealhiof Antiochus^ Sideies, 
amd^*f6t redteratioB of Danetriuii, lier fbrin^r 
httsbMid, waft agahit r^eoneilM' Whhr. Phys- 
coo, hnmediat^fy xrp6n tbe yidtatf g^iH^ tiy Ms 
tf6ops,^*efttimed to Alexandfia^ aiid^Tfe-testiinecf 
tftfe^1giit*rainentr ^Ifeing detemKii^i^ to^ be' re-' 

art^ft^' Afe^mii^oAtdri the -son *ofa ISrokef (jf-AJex- 
andria, but pretendin^abe i£ls son c^^xander 
Bala;'liAd'^^«f4ii>^ iti^i ccflted^'AC^'^ifd^r 2%bi!ia. 
Pby^JCotf^ektflifte person witbtol^ 
wh«e^he pfeoptecami in crowd* ft) join Him^wrtb 
which ^^es^e ibugfat Biein^tifas near Damas- 
cus/ aadgavef hhn a«ignal overthrow. ^Demetrius 
fled to Pkoleraais, where his wife -Cleopatra 
was, which prkicess, bearing ^U in her ^ind 
bivmarrfttge with Rhodogiina, cau'sed tiie gates 
to be »hut against him; heathen fled to Tyre/ 

£ 6 
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wlrare'lM.iraB riam> about the 3B77tlr year of 
tbef.worid, and 127 yeans befofe ear Saviour. 
Gleopatia letained part of the kingdom^ and 
Zehtoa bad the remainder. This usarper oiade 
a.atBici alliance with Hyreaaaa, in order to 
establiih himself the more firmly. 

The Jews had gained many and considerable 
advantages daring these constant oommolions 
amongst the surrounding nations. - Hyrcanns 
had sent, tihe. preceding year, an embassy to 
Home^ to.reneiwtlie ti^ty made with his £ither 
Simon, which embassy was received very gra-^ 
tbsvutf by the. senate, and, upon it being repre* 
Mited )tD. them that Antitichus SideteS' fcad im^ 
posed a very disadvantageous .peace aipon the 
Jews, they condemned all this, and ordeied Ad 
restifcuilion to foe inade them for all their losses, 
emnmanding, at the same time, that the kings 
of Syria should renounce ibek pretended right 
of marching their troops into Jud»a. Demetrins 
Nicator had left two sons by Cleopatra, Uie eld* 
est of which, called. Seleucus, caused himself to 
be declared king ; but Cleopatra, being jealous 
of his assuming the power to her detriment, and 
also fearing that he might be inclined to avenge 
his father's death, of which she had been die 
cause, stabbed him with her own hand, after he 
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had reigned one year. ' Three of ZebiiMi'& pim* 
cipal officers revolted against him^ and dedaved 
for Cleopatra, at the same time seizing upon 
Lftodice^, and resolving to hold it ont agamdt 
him; bnt notwithstanding this, Zelnna found 
means to appease them, and kindly pardoned 
them. 

' Cleopatra, having kOled her eldest son, 
thought it right to have a nominal king, under 
m^hose name she might conceal her own ^va*- 
tlMyiity, £3r she feared the warlike didpositidii 
of the Syrians, who had alwaysbeen tfeeuatonied 
to-be govamed by kings, and woold eoosider die 
throtie as vacant, if filled only by a princess^ aad 
she ^therefore sent for her odier son Antiochns 
from Adiens, where he was being educsited, and 
od-Ub arrival she caused him to be dedared 
king. This prince, being not more than twenty 
years 6f age, patiently allowed her for some time 
to retain all the power in her own haiids; To 
distinguish him from the other princis of the 
name of Antiochns, he was generally called 
Orypus, from his great nose, the word rpvrSt: 
signifying a man with an aquiline nose. 

When Zebina was firmly in possession of a 
part of Syria, he was required by Physcon to 
do him homage for it, but Zebina plainly refused 
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to do this, whereupon Pbyscon set aboat de- 
priving him of his power, and, in order to ac- 
complish this object, he reconciled himself to 
his niece Cleopatra, and, having sent a powerfid 
army to the assistance of Orypus, he gave him 
likewise his daughter Tryphena in marriage. 
Shortly after this Zebina was defeated by Gry- 
pus, and compelled to fly to Antiocb, but he was 
driven from thence by the inhabitants, for having 
attempted to plunder the temple of Jupiter, and, 
after being a fugitive for some time, he was 
finally taken and put to death. Antiochus Giy- 
pus now resolved to assume the reins of govern^ 
ment, which determination so displeased Cleo- 
patra, that she resolved to rid herself of him by 
poison, she herself presenting it as be came in 
from exercise ; but the prince, being aware of 
her design, compelled her to drink of the cop 
first, and in this manner was Syria delivered 
from this ambitious and wicked woman. 

Ptolemy Physcon, that monster of barbarity, 
died at last in Alexandria, having reigned twenty- 
nine years from the death of his brother Philo- 
meter. He left three sons at his death; he 
bequeathed the kingdom of Cy renaica to Apion, 
a natural son, and Egypt to his widow Cleopa- 
tra, and to which of his two other sons she might 



prefer^M>'£!Ieoi>aAn^7bekaiie(|i0fjlli0 joBMe^tiow^ 
]^oi«it'<temper. Lwauld> bftire - (dioveoiiAlesftiidtii, 
thetl^Gcmngehr of illit^Htwo^ but tii^.^^o^ pom^ 
pcdMc-bor iQassoomle^tbe eldest ^iti^MvtfOt 

byihifttofians PtotoQ(^Iiaj|byriiA,tbirt<be)hujEM)f 
assumed the ftiwmiiiBe i of Satev^ ^ H^ jw^e . jnto^ 
bably entitlod LMbyraa^fropifflOi^^iTii^bte ip^rk 
upon bis penoo^ AfftfupocttigQifyii^fa kidul of pfilu 
Antiocbu^ of Cymum^ ik^ksfb^hsf }^^(ftgpm 
by the mother's side, b0 WovlgibeQ^ ^Ocflnnikg 
the impnsonment ' of XKne^iiiAii Motnfg^ jtbid 
Partbians^ gave offenoe-4;0 rbiit)J«telb«r#/9rb9 'ip 
return formed the de9ign<tfipoiit$9ting;l^» ^ifib 
intention being developed, lAiilic^b^.tibe Gyzi- 
cenian was compelled to have, reoouf^e fp arms 
in self defence, and Cleopatra^ who had been 
repudiated by her husband and brother Lathy- 
rus, (he having been forced to this act by his 
mother, and also to marry his younger sister 
Selena in her place, although he passionately 
loved the one, and was entirely indifferent to 
the other,) married the Cyzicenian, and brought 
an army to his assistance. The Cyzicenian was 
defeated and driven to Antioch, in which place 
he left his wife, in order that he might go and 
raise fresh troops. Grypus formed th^| 
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Antioch aad took it, upon which disaster Oleo- 
patra fled to a sanctoaiy for refiige, from wkdioe 
IVypheDa, although her own sister, wished t^ 
have her forced and delivered into her haodt^ 
because she was bitterly enraged against her for 
marrying their enemy, but Grypus, foreseeing 
the consequence, would by no means consent to 
hare the sanctity of the place violated. Trf^ 
phena imagined that this clemency of her hoS' 
band proceeded from love for the obfect of it, 
and, this idea serving only as fuel to the flame 
of her wrath, she sent some soldiers into the 
temple, who, being unable to drag her from the 
altar to which she clung, cut off her hands, and 
she expired calUag down vengeance and isnises 
upon the heads of her murderers. Her death 
was soon avenged ; for the Cyzicenian assembled 
a fresh army, defeated Orypus, and t«iok Try- 
phena hersdt prisoner, upon whom he inflicted 
the punishment due to her crimes. Grypos 
abandoned Syria to the conqueror, but a year 
after he managed to repossess himself of it 
The two brothers at length made a division of 
the empire ; the Cyzicenian was allotted CcbIo^ 
Syria and PhoBnicia, and held his court at Da* 
mascus ; to Grypus accrued all the rest, and he 
abode at Antioch. 
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Whikt the two brothers were weurring with 
each oAer, or giving themselves up to sloth and 
luxury after the peace, John Hyrcanus wafl em- 
ployed in augmenting his power. He sent two 
of his sons, Aristobulus and Antigonus, to form 
the mge of Samaria, and the Samaritans en- 
treating aid of the Cyzicenian, he accordingly 
marched to their assistance, but was met by the 
brothers and entirely defeated. After this, the 
Samaritans being closely pressed, and the Cyzi- 
oeuian not having troops sufficient to raise the 
Aege, they had recourse to Lathyms, which 
prince sent 6000 men to join the Cyzioenian, 
contrary to the express wish of his mother, who, 
from the influence of two Jews, her ministers 
and favourites, and being the sons of that Onias 
that built the temple in Egypt, would not do 
any thing to injure the Jewish nation. The 
Cyzioenian now ravaged the country, thinking 
thus to draw them from the siege; but, after 
sustaining various losses, and yet being unable 
to accomplish his design, he retired to Tripoli, 
having left his troops under the command of 
Callimander and Epicrates, the first of whom 
was defeated and killed, and the other, regard- 
less of his duty and honour, for a sum of money 
surrendered to the Jews all the places the Syr' 
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possessed in the country. Samaria, being 
out hope of relief, at length surrendered to Hyr- 
canus, after having sustained a year's mege; 
the temple on Mount Grerizim was destroyed, 
and the city rased to the ground, and thus 
Hyrcanus became master of Judaea, Galilee, and 
Samaria, and was entirely free from any fear of 
his neighbours, who dared no more disturb him. 
The latter part of the life of Hyrcanns was 
much ^mbittc^ed by. the violence and {oe&jvm 
spirit qi tj^e Pha^iisees. He had been bnmglii 
up with this sectf had always prof^^ssed their 
tenets, an4 by. every means in his power had 
en4^vour^ to.c^fniciliate th^ir favxMir ; ,i]|^vip*. 
thel^ss,^ Ele^zs^r, a.hold and . seditioi^ %99^fii 
that sect^ yent^ced, to call inta qi^^tion )iiMi4te • 
tQ the,higi^i;^^{ft}iood,;wert^ tba,t h^ mUh^ 
had been a cagtive, and. that he,;t;bus hevig the 
son of ^ ^rmgeT,.W9»_mc9^p9Me^ of boMia&'tiM 
office. If this aaserljion ))ad been true, EJcazar 
would haye justlyj^ipugned his rights, for ibe 
law was express m this fu^bject; but the diarge 
was merely mabcious, and l^eazar, in conse- 
quence, wa# much blamed for making it ; and 
Hyrcanus was so enraged at this d^amation 
that he gave ear to the insinuations of his friend 
Jonathan, who, being a zealous Sadducee, pre* 
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vailed upon him to believe that Eleazar merely 
spolte the general opinion of the Pharisees. 
Hyreanus therefore renounced the sect of the 
Pharisees, and fell in o that of the Sadducees; 
he'prohibrted the observance of the rules founded 
up€Ni Pfaarasaical traditions, and enforced penal- 
ties upon all that disobeyed this injunction. 
Now the Pharisees not only affected a strict 
observafice of the law, but added to it a great 
number of traditionary rules and precepts, pre- 
tended to be derived from their ancestcnrs, and 
whieh were, as they affirmed, of even more con- 
sequence than the law itself; and, in fact, they 
weee often contrary to it. They admitted the 
ixBsimtality of the soul, and coxmequently a fu- 
ture l^tate. They were in great favour with the 
common people, who were pleased witb their 
assumed sanctity and austerity. But, notwith- 
standing this outward regularity, they were a 
very vicious sect. They abounded with pride, 
avarice, and ambition ; they bore the most de- 
termined hatred against all their opponents; 
and, what was worse than all, they were most 
consummate hypocrites, concealing all their ex- 
cesses with the cloak of religion. On the other 
hand, the Sadducees rejected all traditions wh 
ever, and exclusively confined themselves t< 
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Pentateuch, or five books of Moses ; tbey ditf 
believed the immortality of the soul, and the 
resurrection of the dead, considering tiiat aD 
felicity consisted in enjoying this life, and Aat 
God was merely a spirit, which punished and 
rewarded men in this woild only. Thia sect 
comprehended most of the rich people, nobiUty, 
and the greater part of the members of the San* 
hedrim, or great council of the Jews. The 
Pharisees were so called from their afibeted hoh^ 
ness, that word signifying " separated Awn 
others/' Dr. Prideaux considers the Saddueeoi 
to have been merely the Zadikim, or rtgbteetts, 
who 'adhered to the written word of God aaiy^ 
and that they fell not into their dangeDoas; daa^ 
trines until after the time of Hyrcanus-: hut: by 
others their name is derived from Zadok, and ^ 
a more early period. ' 

In the year soeceedtng his dispute widi ithe 
Pharisees Hyreanus died, having enjoyed the 
offices of high<f riest and prince for twenty^niiie 
years. He left five sons, the eldest of wUcb, 
Aristobulus, succeeded him; and this priaoe, 
seeing himself firmly estabHshed in his power^ 
assumed the diadem and title of king, which 
had not been done since the Babylonish cap* 
tivity. The mother of Aristobulus presuming 
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upon the will of Hyrcanus^ asserted her Tight to 

the government, but Aristohulus had the stronger 

party, and eaused her to be cast into pris<Hi and 

starred to death* Antigonus, the eldest of his 

brothers, was a great fetvoiirite with him, and, 

at first, had a share of the government assigned 

to him, but soon after he was put to death on a 

trifimg accusation. Aristohulus subdued the 

Iturceans, and compelled them to embrace Ju** 

datsm, as Hyrcanus had done to the IdumsBanH 

«OHie years before, giving them the alternati?e 

of: forsaking their hoiaes» or of submitting to 

cinci^ttniei^iofi ; and they chose the latter in pre* 

feience to quitting their country^ thus beeoming 

ineorp^iffated with the Jewa« Th^ ebtamplei of 

H^rcsaaus, altbou^ arbitrary and unjust an the 

extreme, beoaisae a rale with hia descendants. 

Aristohulus having discovered that he* had put 
to deaih Antigoaus for no crime, but had been 
inipobed upon by malicious aeetustttiona, this 
murder, together with that of. his mother, so 
pr^ed upon his conscience, that he died of a 
broken heart, after a reign of two years. Akx* 
ander Janneeus, the eldest of his three surviving 
brothers, was crowned king in the 3899th year 
of the world, and 106 years before Christ Tb' 
pnnoe also put one of his brothers to death, i 
^ attempt against his throne. 
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The mother of Ptolemy Lathynis, as a punish-' 
ment for his assisting the Samaritans against 
the Jews, contrary to her earnest desire, took 
from him his wife Selena, and compelled him to 
leave Egypt, by forging a story against him that 
so worked on the passions of the populace, as to 
have made him liable to be torn into pieces by 
the mob, if he had not precipitately quitted his 
country. Cleopatra then sent for Alexander, her 
youngest son, to whom she had before given the 
kingdom of Cyprus, and made him king in place 
of his brother, who was forced to content himself 
with the government of Cyprus, which the de- 
parture of Alexander had made vacant. 

Alexander, king of the Jews, having regulated 
the internal economy of his kingdom, made an 
expedition against Ptolemais, and laid si^e to 
that place, the inhabitants whereof implored 
assistance of Lath}rrus, who accordingly went 
thither in person. From some cause of resent- 
ment given by the people of Ptolemais, he would 
have concluded a treaty with Alexander, when, 
hearing that he was secretly treating with Cleo- 
patra, in place of friend he became his declared 
enemy. He divided his army into two bodies, 
whereof one was to form the siege of Ptolemais, 
against which place he now bore an enmity, and 
with the other he himself sought out Alexander, 
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and, having met with him near the river Jordan, 
totally defeated him with the loss of thirty thou- 
sand men. 

It is said that Lathyrus was guilty of a most 
horrid and barbarous action iu the evening of 
the same day on which the battle was fought. 
That finding the circumjacent villages, into 
which he bad entered for the purpose of quar- 
tering \^\s troops during the nighty fullof women 
^d ^ildrQi>|r];i^ c^^used-theiiiiorbe.oui te^pieces 
ai^^j^p^t iQtQi QaMroMfei a»itt.'iiieite'/Jblndie>>aup'<^ 
ppr^pf )ii^ men, and this WiaS'fQctthq-pilvpos&thstt 
th,^ cpvM^try might bCf Um^ti^ bfiiumpg^jdifeit his 
army wasti?p4PApo^d('Oi[«jt*sie<^(of>3riMuhia{niemM 

'fi.^btffH^'^^^ ^ommft^ithftitgEBdiBsiDdcraMi-' 
^i9»^i^iJi^ii^punilyj(rti^lhwfcg:3BDi^ to 

if, , |^t^}(i '^^ ) i^Q^ld. i9ubdw/ JtBlbedp benHtould 
q^^.,^i|,)a^ea9pt> toroQon^r Egypt,;! esolred' to 
^^i^V^4lifXM4?rv fof whiQh<parpo«|cl sheralised 
an ^^ayi,, and i$fitrust^d'4be<c0mBliaiidiof it to 
QhqlQi^ I f^ Ananiasi the two Jews • before no- 
ticed asi bai^g in her iavour.' She sailed with 
tbeop; bei99Jlf, aod landed in Phoenioia; (but when 
^tI)yi;iisrW£|8,ad vised of thid, he raised tbe siege 
^,l^.t(4e|nais,.apd retired intOtCoBlo^SyviaA One 



• / 
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division of Cleopatra's anny^ under the command 
of Chelcias^ was sent in pursuit of him, with the 
remaining part she formed the siege of Ptolemais, 
and pressed it so yigorously, that in the end she 
took it. Lathyrus had attempted to make a 
diversion by marching his forces into Egypt, but 
he was compelled to return to Palestine without 
gaining any advantage* 

Alexander Jannaeus came to visit Cleopatra at 
Ptolemais, bringing with him rich presents, 
whereupon many of Cleopatra's courtiers ad- 
vised her to seize Alexander's person, and thus 
make herself mistress of Judaea ; but the repre* 
sentations of Ananias prevented her agreeing to 
this base proposal. Alexander returned to Jeru- 
salem, and managed to collect another formida- 
ble army, with which he crossed the Jordan, and 
sat down before Gadara; he took this and several 
other strong places on the same side of the 
Jordan, but, being negligent in bis march home* 
wards, he was attacked and defeated, with the 
loss of 10,000 men, together with his baggage 
and all the spoils he had previously taken. The 
people of Jerusalem were rejoiced rather than 
grieved at his misfortune, for they were highly 
indignant at him for continuing the decrees of 
Hyrcanus, his father^ against the sect of the 
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Phwsees ; but notwithstanding this severe loss, 
being a man of great perseverance, he again re- 
cruited bis army, and laid siege to Gaza, being 
resolved to be revenged upon its inhabitants for 
calling in Lathyrus against him. ApoUodorus, 
its governor, defended it bravely for the space of 
a year, against all the attempts of the enemy ; 
but in the end, from envy of his good qualities 
and reputation, a conspiracy was formed against 
him, at the head of which was his own brother 
Lysimadius; ApoUodorus was accordingly as- 
sassinated, and the city surrendered by these 
miscreants to Alexander. In place of clemency, 
as was expected from this voluntary surrender, 
Alexander gave his soldiers license to kill, plun- 
der, and destroy; but great numbers of the con- 
querors also lost their lives, the inhabitants 
defending themselves with that energy which is 
inspired by despair. After reducing the city to 
a heap of ruins, he returned to Jerusalem. 

Some time after, the people showed the hatred 
they entertained against Alexander, by outrage- 
ously insulting him as he was officiating in qua- 
lity of high-priest ; they pelted him with citrons, 
and opprobriously termed him slave, an intima- 
tion that they recollected the slur cast upon the 
mother of Hyrcanus by Eleazar, who affirmed 
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she had been a captire. Alexander was so en- 
raged at this distarbance^ that he ordered his 
g^rds to fall apon the people, and 6000 of die 
offendem lost their liFes for their temeiity' 
After* this occarrence, he selected a body goaid 
of 6000 men from Pisidia and Cilicia, not daxiog 
again to entrust his person to the Jews. The 
popnlace, terrified by the revenge Alexander Iiad 
taken for their disaffection, did not Tentme to 
renew the dispute. Alexander took advantage 
of this internal calm to lead his ibices against 
his foreign enemies. His operations were at 
first successful, but, being entrapped into an 
ambuscade, he lost most of his men, and had a 
narrow escape himself. This defeat incensed 
the Jews still more against him, and, at his re- 
turn to Jerusalem, they broke out into an open 
revolt, flattering themselves that they should 
easily destroy him in his then weakened state* 
But they were deceived in their expectation, for 
Alexander bestirred himself so actively as shortly 
to have an army sufficient to make head against 
the rebels. The civil war continued six years, in* 
somuch that Alexander, although he had gained 
numerous victories, was wearied out by its lon^ 
continuance, and offered to make peace with his 
rebellious subjects upon any reasonable terms f 
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but their enmity against him was so inveterate, 
that they returned him for an answer, ' That he 
should cut his own throat/ Alexander, after this, 
was defeated in a bloody engagement ; but, not 
suffering this misfortune to discourage him, he 
gave his enemies battle again, cut to pieces the 
greater part of them, and drove the remnant into 
the city of Bethome, which place he besieged 
and took. He then carried 800 of the captives 
to Jerusalem, where he caused them all to be 
crucified on one day, and, while they hung ago- 
nized on the crosses, their wives and children 
were barbarously butchered l>efore their faces, 
during the whole of which inhuman execution, 
Alexander was feasting and drinking with his 
wives and concubines, in a place from whence 
they could gratify themselves with a sight of 
this horrid tragedy. The Jews were so terror- 
stricken by this bloodthirsty revenge, that they 
troubled him with no more insurrections, in which 
the rebels alone had lost already 60,000 men. 

Alexander now made several foreign expedi- 
tions with great success ; but, upon his return 
to Jerusalem, he abandoned himself to great in- 
temperance and excess of wine, insomuch so that 
he was seized with a quartan ague, which, having 
continued upon him a long time, finally termi- 

F 
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Darted Im ttoitai caieer, while he was bekagurii^ 
a fixtresB of the Geraaeiies beyond Jordan. Be 
bad reigned twenty«4seyen years, and bis death 
happeaed abotii 79 years befooe Christ, and in 
the year of the world 3926. He left two sons, 
Hyreanus and Aristobuliis ; but, by his wiU^ the 
goremment was bequeathed to Alexandra^ bis 
widow, for her life-tisae, and then to which of 
bar SODS she thoaght fit. 

By the sdviee of her husband on his deaih^bed, 
AleaBandra.^niade court to die Pharisees, he haT« 
oag said tlwt they were determined enemies and 
siMinoh friends; accordingly, she submitted the 
corpse of her husband, herself, and her childrefi, 
to their powcT'y and promised implicitly to follow 
their adricei This unlooked for submissioD so 
gained their favour, that, in place of cursing the 
memory of Alexander, they, panegyrized it be- 
yond measure, and influenced the peqple to oefe' 
brate his funeml with greater pomp and mag- 
nificence than that of any of his predecesson ; 
and, moreoTcr, Akomndra was confirmed in her 
authority. 

As soon as tiiis princess was well established, 
she conferred Ihe high-priesthood upon her eld- 
est son, Hyreanus; and, the Pharisees being now 
in high fsTonr, the decree of John Hyreanus 
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against their constituticms was revoked, and their 
traditions became in higher repute than ever : 
moreover, the queen, dreading another civil war, 
allowed these violent and cruel sectaries to exer- 
cise the most rigorous persecutions against their 
enemies, and which they took care should be 
especially severe against the friends and advisers 
of the late king. The persecuted party, fearing 
that they were doomed to destruction, waited 
upon Alexandra, with Aristobulus, her second- 
son, at their head, and entreated her to put a 
stop to the cruelties exercised against them, or 
to allow them to quit the country for an asylum 
elsewhere— -at least to station them in garrisoned 
and secure places. The queen was afraid of 
offending the 'Pharisees by coercive measures, 
uor did she consider it policy to allow the sup- 
plicants to leave their country, since thus she 
would be left entirely at the mercy of a turbulent 
Beet ; she therefore dispersed them in her gar- 
risoned places, considering that she might have 
recourse to them in case of emergency. 

Some years after this, Alexandra was seized 
^ a mortal distemper, and Aristobulus being 
aware that it would prove fatal, he secretly with- 
drew to the friends of his father, who had been 
placed in garrison, and by whom be was joyfully 

f2 
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received^ and put in pc^session of all the places 
entrusted jto their care : he was also joined by 
great . nuii^bers. of the people, who were weary 
of the seyere administration of the Pharisees. 
Alexandra shortly after expired, having pre- 
viously, nominated Hyrcanus to succeed her. 
The Pbar^ei^ exerted themselves to the utmost 
to establish hi;n on the throne ; for he had been 
brougf^t jui^.^Qrdi^ ]to the most rigid tenets of 
tl^r.q^jlgpt ;,,tfe^y cpnfined the wife and chil- 
tjre^. of AfW^f^lm ^ hostages in the castle of 
Bari^, !ilj?hiph,lTft9, 95 sfyoi^g fortress, built by John 

Jjlyf(;^^mh]YfAl^py^fi\^:V^^^ of the temple, but 
MPW.ttW) »W^ '!PflWi^»Pt ' But Aristobulus per- 
^isUi^jiiijij \^'i^ f^^gps. upon tb^ government, and 
U \fij^\^,^ i,^iiy^,}^tftle,yf2kB fought near Je- 
ritfhq,,ip wb|9lfc ^^^wus was deserted by the 
gi;eater,pw?t p|;,|}is,ayfny, and was compelled to 
shut J^uf^ffilf, np.jn t(\{^ ^^8t}^ of Baris. Hyrcanos 
»qofl,a^^tfif^S\2L^k^XQ,^^ ^commodation with his 
br.otJ?^rit,^gj:ftefflg.teri?wga tbe crown and high- 
priQsth|fp^,ii;i<bj^. ifaTQiM*,: and to content himself 
with ^,, private hfe,.b^ being easily reconciled 
therptp, fufm his natural love of ease. Aristobu- 
lus ^(^ppde^ ,the throne in the year of the world 
,393^,. ai^^ ,69, ye^:* before our Saviour. 
. A Wf^n ApJ^ipas^ pr Ai^tipater, an Idumaean, 
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but a Jew by religion, as all the IdirmEeaTis had 
been compelled by John Hyrcanus't'o embrace 
Judaism, had been brought up with Hyrcanus, 
and had formed great hopes of bis own aggran- 
dizement therefrom, but the resignation of Hyr- 
canus entirely frustrated his lofty espectations ; 
yet, aevertbeless, he determined to apply himself 
diligently to replace him on the throne. He 
began by inducing Hyrcanus to accept the aid 
of Aretas, king of the Arabiatas, ' assuring him 
that Aristobulus would take the ^rst opportunity 
of putlog him to death : accordib^Iy, with the 
assistance of Aretas, Hyrcanfts tinted the army 
of Aristobulus, and drove hiiti to the mountain 
or the t«mple. After a variety of successes on 
both sides, the two brothers had recourse to 
Pompey, who had arrived in Syria, upon bis 
return tVom his expedition against Mithridates. 
Hyrcanus complained of the unjust usurpation 
of his brother, while Aristobulus asserted that 
Hyrcanus was too indolent for the toil of govern- 
ment, and that he bad therefore been deposed : 
atbird party, comprehending a great body of the 
Jews, dedared against them both, and, as a rea- 
son for this conduct, they alleged that the liigh- 
priest was their proper governor, and that kings 
were contrary to their law ; that the brothers 
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were certainly of the sacerdotal line, yet had they 
assumed a title incompatible with their religion 
and laws. Pompey was aware that Aristobolw 
was in the wrong, but haring formed designs 
against Arabia, and fearing that Aristobulitt 
might oppose them, he deferred his decisKm 
until he had reduced the Arabians ; but Aristo- 
bulus saw through his intentions^ and, retiring 
from Damascus into Judaea, he immediately 
made preparations for war. 

Pompey, having subdued Aretas by the power 
of the Roman arms, returned to Damascus, where 
he heard of the conduct of Aristobalus, upon 
which information he marched into Judaea, at 
the entrance of which Aristobulus had stationed 
himself, in the strong castle of Alexandrion, built 
by his father Alexander. Pompey cjommanded 
Aristobulus to come down to him, and be, by 
the advice of his friends, complied, for the Ro- 
mans were greatly feared ; but, anticipating the 
worst, he had strongly garrisoned his fortresses, 
and made all other necessary preparations for a 
vigorous defence. Pompey hearing of these prO' 
ceedings, detained Aristobulus, who had repeated 
his visit several times in hopes of appeasing him* 
and compelled him to sign orders to all the com- 
manders of those places, enjoining them to de* 
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liver them up into his (Pompey'^) ha^d^. 4xi^- 
tobuliis was so iadignant at these coQroive mea- 
sures, that, immediately upon being released, he 
hastened to Jerusalem and made ready for war ; 
upon which Pompey advanced against , J^rusa* 
lem, and, as he approached near to it, Ari^tobu- 
lus grew alarmed; he even c^ane to him, pro- 
mising to submit and pay a larg^ sum. pf mon^y , 
in case he would lay aside his hostile intj&ntjuons. 
Pompey acceded to these offers,. and, ^nfj-Gf^- 
binius, his lieutenant^ to receive tl^ juQ^^yabut 
the gates were shut against hiipa, the ci^y .^^- 
ing to fulfil the promise madq byj.Afi^tQbulji^. 
Pompey now caused Aristobulij^.^tq^ilje J^R^d, 
and his whole army to be put in. o^tioiji^ f 9.(^7 
siege to the city. The partisans pf Ariatob^s 
were for holding out, but the atjher^t» 9f |Hyf- 
canus, the more numerous faction.qf ,the t;^o, 
opened the gates to Pompey, at thQ.^9Ln^ ^ifne 
the other party retiring to the pastle^fv^jaxis, 
where they held out three, jngi^th^;.. find, jjfo- 
bably the Romans would ulitim.at<3ly have . been 
compelled to raise the siege, if it had not been 
for the religious scruples of the Jews, who in the 
Maccabean wars had found out. the necessity of 
defending themselves when attacked on the sab- 
hath, hut they did not consider.it right to act 
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aflfehsrfeiyldn thW^aA'y. I^be Romans took care 
to*{m)S i^ thiB scrupulosity, 'planting their m- 
ginc»;'itra fiUmg lip the' ditches on those days 
witho A" any fear o( obstruction, and at length 
they made a wide breach, by which they entered 
swortl ^n hand; i5J,000 of the Jews losing their 
lives in Are assault. During the confusion of 
this oiiBet; the* priests were engaged in divine 
sefvrce/itld/ 'although many of them were sacri- 
ficed oli tlibspot^ they persisted in fulfilling the 
duticSbf^tafei^oly vbcation. Pompey, attended 
by niaty-yf 'his BflScers, entered not only the 
sanctual^/lrat Wen the holy of holies; but he 
abstainedfrdiiitJanying off the sacred vessels, or 
the two Ai6usand talents laid up there for sacred 
purposes. ' He bad the walls of Jerusalem dc- 
moHshed ; 'he re-established H}rrcanus in the 

# 

high-pHel^thood and government, but under tn- 
bute to the Romans ; he sent Aristobulus with 
his two sons, Alexander and Antigonus, to 
Rome ; but the eldest, Alexander, made his es- 
cape on the way, and returned to Judaea, where 
he raised forces, and Hyrcanus, not being suf- 
ficiently strong to oppose him, applied to the 
Romans for aid, whereupon Gabinius, who had 
been made governor of Syria, marched against 
Alexander, overthrew him in a great battle, and 
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restored Hyrcanus to the high-priesthood. Gra- 
binius made great innovations in the govenj- 
ment, by lessening the power of Hyrcanus, and 
changing the monarchical government into 
aristocratical. 

Aboat three years subsequent to this, Crassus, 
the Roman consul, passed through Jerusalem, on 
his march against the Parthians, and, so far from 
imitating the moderation of Pompey, plundered 
the temple of all its riches, amounting to 10,000 
talents, or about 1,500,000 pounds sterling. 

Nearly seven years after this event, Caesar, 
after his expedition into Egypt, came to Syria, 
where Aristobulus and his youngest son Anti* 
gonus, having escaped from Rome, had recourse 
to him, and humbly entreated him to assist them 
against Hyrcanus and Antipater, but he by no 
means would comply with their desires, for his 
expedition into Egypt had miscarried, but for 
the assistance rendered him by Hyrcanus and 
Antipater, and he was under various other obli- 
gations to them besides. Csesar abolished the 
aristocracy of Gabinius, and restored the govem- 
naent to Hyrcanus and his posterity for ever ; he 
made Antipater procurator of Judeea under Hyr- 
canus ; moreover, at his earnest entreaty, and in 
consideration of his services, he gave Hyrcanus 

f5 
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perBUMiOQ to rebuild the walls of Jenuakm. 
Aatipater procured the gOTennnent of Jemmlem 
for Phasaei, hia eldest son/ and that of Gafilee 
for Herod 9 bis second son. The assasBiiwition of 
Caesar happened shortly after^ and great com- 
motions took place in Judaea, and the other Ro- 
man provinces, in consequence of the dvil war 
that ensued. Antipater was poisoned bj one 
Maliohus, who was envious of his power; but 
his death was revenged by his son H&rod, who 
caused the murderer to be killed in his torn* 

Antigonus, son of Aristobulus, procured the 
assistance of Orodes, king of Partbia, whose son 
Pacorus entered Syria with a powerful army, 
and detached a strong fbrce into Judaea, with 
orders to place Antigonus upon the throne. 
Pacorus treacherously proposed an accommoda- 
tion, whereupon Hyrcanus and Phasael rashly 
went to him, and were consequently detained 
and thrown into chains; but Herod contrived to 
make his escape just as the Parthians entered 
Jerusalem. Pacorus then plundered Jerusalem, 
placed Antigonus upon the throne, and delivered 
Hyrcanus and Phasael into his hands, the latter 
of whom, to avoid the executioner, beat out his 
own brains against the walls of his prison: 
Hyrcanus's ears were cut off by the order of 



AntigoQUs^ beciittte, by the Letitioal law^moeile 
nxaimed or imperfect in his nmabbei^ooidiJbe 
bigh-/prie$t, aad he was then sent to a remote 
p%rt amongst the Parthians. Herod fled, to 
Sgyptf and from thence he went to Rome, ib- 
t^iding to use his endeavours to prooore the 
crown for Aristobulus, whose sister Mariamne 
fake bad lately married. Antony, who- uras^ then 
in great power, advocated his cause aoj^uceefrs- 
fuUy, that in place of the crown being granted 
to Aristobiilus, it was conferred upon HerodJoim- 
self; who, after being absent an incred^ily Abort 
time, returned to Judeea to take possession of Jus 
government. But Antigonu^ did not- tame^ fb- 
sign Judaea to Herod, obstinately ddspn^faig^ .the 
possession of it with him for the spaeeofttwo 
years ; at length Herod, being effectuaHy assisCed 
by Sosius, the governor of Syria uodetf therRo- 
mans, shut him up in Jerusalem, aad formed the 
siege of that place. While the necessary works 
were being completed, Herod went into Samaria, 
in order to consummate his marriage with Ma- 
riamne, which had been oonUacted four years, 
but its consummation had been prevented by the 
troubles that had intervened : by this marriage 
Herod trusted he should reconcile the Jews to 
his being their king, as she was the gmnd- 
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daughter of the two brothers^ Aristobulos and 
Hyrcanus the second, and the Jews were airon^jr 
attached to the family of the Asmonaeana. 

Much blood was spilt on both sides during the 
siege of Jerusalem, which was hotly contested 
six months, and would not have ended then, had 
it not been for the great skill of the Romans in 
the art of besieging towns, or had the besieged 
been as practised and skilful in defence, as they 
were firm in their resolution and courage. The 
Romans were so enraged because of the hard- 
ships they had endured in this difficult siege, 
that, notwithstanding Herod used his utmost 
endeavours to prevent it, they plundered the 
city, and deluged every quarter of it with the 
blood of the vanquished. Antigonus was cast 
into chains by Sosius, and sent to Antioch, as 
soon as Antony came to that place: Antony 
would have reserved him for bis own triumph, 
but, being largely bribed by Herod, he had him 
put to death, and with him ended the reign of 
the Asmonceans, which, beginning with the go- 
vernment of Judas Maccabeus, had continued 
the space of 129 years, Herod thus gained pos- 
session of the throne of Judeea, about 37 years 
before the birth of Christ, and 3967 years after 
the creation. 
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Herod^ in order to establish himself firmly in 
his newly-acquired power, put to death numbers 
of those that were friendly inclined to Antigonus^ 
their former master ; he also made high-priest a 
man of no repute, but yet a descendant of Aaron, 
brought up in Babylonia, and so not likely to 
thwart his views ; however, soon after, being pre- 
vailed upon by the united and earnest entreaties 
of Mariamne and her mother, he deposed Ana- 
nelus, the afore-mentioned high-priest, substi- 
tuting in his place the brother of Mariamne, a 
youth of seventeen, and the more rightful heir 
to this dignity ; but he did not enjoy the office 
any length of time, for he was drowned, by 
Herod's order, whilst he was bathing. 

When Phraates came to the throne of Parthia, 
he gave Hyrcanus his liberty, and the Jews in 
Babylonia treated him as their king and high- 
pnest; but he, having heard of Herod's advance- 
ment and marriage to his, Hyrcanus's, grand-* 
daughter Mariamne, determined to return to 
his native country, considering himself sure of 
Herod's protection. Herod received him with 
respect at first, yet, some years after, he had 
him put to death, through fear of his being 
restored to the kingdom, although he was above 
eighty years of age. 
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When Octavius^ afterwards called Augustus 
CsBsar, acquired the empire of Rome by the de- 
structioQ of his riral Mark Antony, Herod took 
care to promise the same fealty and friendship 
to him, he had before professed to Antony, which 
conduct gained him the ifirm protection of Au- 
gustus. 

Herod was continually tormented by jealousy 
lest any one should possess Mariamne after bis 
death, or his progeny be ejected by the Asmo- 
naeans, he therefore gave private orders that 
Mariamne and her mother, provided they sur- 
vived him, should be assassinated, which horrid 
design coming to the ears of the queen, she was 
so shocked thereat that she would never oft^ 
admit his love : she reproached him, moreover, 
for the murder of her relations, and reviled his 
sister and mother for their low descent. He was 
at length prevailed upon by his mother and his 
sister Salome, to have Mariamne put to deatbf 
under a false accusation of an attempt to poison 
him, and her mother he had executed for a real 
conspiracy : but after the death of Mariamne, bis 
love for her returned with redoubled violence, ul 
and his grief, joined to repentance for her mur- ::q 
der, embittered his life ever after. ..s 

Herod made many attempts to gain the afieC' ^ 
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tion of the people, but he was never able to secure 
their cordial esteem ; amongst many other actions 
intended to effect this purpose, he was very kind 
to the sufferers by the dreadful earthquake, which 
happened in the seventh year of his reign : he 
remitted a portion of the taxes and imposts; but 
the most considerable of all was the rebuilding 
the temple of Jerusalem, the old one having now 
stood nearly five hundred years. The Jews 
would by no means consent to this, until he sti- 
pulated that all materials necessary for the new 
temple should be procured before the old one 
was touched. He completed this stupendous 
work in the most splendid manner, and the 
stones were so prodigious, that the disciples of 
our Saviour, being astonished at their remark- 
able size, could not avoid calling their Master's 
attention thereto. The sanctuary, comprising 
the sanctum and the sanctum sanctorum, was 
finished in a year and a half, but it required 
eight years more to complete the various courts 
and walls. Its dedication was attended with 
great rejoicing and sacrifices, and was celebrated 
on the anniversary of Herod's ascension to the 
throne. This temple still continued to be called 
the second temple, as it was built to supply the 
place of the second, which was not destroyed by 
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hostile hands as the first was. Herod also ob- 
tained a renewal of their privileges for the Jewi 
residing in Greece and Asia Minor, ^ho had 
suffered considerable persecutions from the otbef 
people. '(^Notwithstanding all these actions 
courting popularity^ he was far from obtaining 
the esteem of the Jews, who never forgave him 
for his numerous innovations and infractions 
upon their laws and religious rites, of which 
they were beyond measure jealous. He had 
made the office of high-priest subject to his own 
caprice, deposing from and electing to it whom- 
soever he thought fit ; he had introduced various 
games practised by the heathens; and many 
other things he had done so calculated to incur 
the hatred of the Jews, that no after kindness 
could obliterate them from their memory, Herod 
suffered very great disquietude for several years 
from his two eldest sons by Mariamne, who were 
exceedingly incensed at the death of their mo- 
ther, and finally he was induced, by the repre- 
sentations of his sister Salome, and by his own 

* The Herodians mentioned in the New Testament 
were those that supported Herod in his practice of blend- 
ing heathen superstitions with those of the Jews, as a mark 
of respect offered to the Romans, for which idolatrous 
compliance they were reproved by our Saviour. 
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suspicious fears, to consent to their condemna- 
tion and execution f having procured the sanction 
of Augustus to this unnatural judgment. 

About two years had elapsed after this, when 
was born Jesus, the Christ, or anointed, and the 
long expected Messiah''^ of the Jews. This 
Messiah had been prophesied of in a continued 
succession from the time when God said to the 
serpent, as is recorded in the third chapter of 
Genesis and the fifteenth verse, ** I will put en« 
mity between thee and the woman, and between 

* That mankind did stand in actual need of a divine 
revelation is too evident to admit of doubt. From profane 
authors we can gather into what gross superstition the 
Gentile world was sunk, and that it was impossible, by 
mere human exertions, they could ever have emerged 
from the abyss of vices into which they had fallen. With 
respect to the Jews, who had been before selected by God 
as the objects of his communication, they had become so 
degenerate and corrupt, had so blended his worship with 
the idolatry and superstitious rites of the surrounding nar> 
tions, notwithstanding the numerous warnings and threat- 
enings they received, that the service of the only true and 
living God was in absolute danger of being lost, unless 
the Almighty, of his divine goodness, had not thought fit to 
rescue mankind from the trammels of sin, from their own 
vain imaginations, and from a state of utter reprobation 
and misery, by holding out salvation, through the media^ 
tion and for the merits of Christ his son, to all people of 
all nations. 
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th J seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy head, 
and thoa shalt bruise his heel,'' down to Mahchi, 
the last <^ the Jewish prophets, in the beginning 
of the third chapter of whose prophecy we find, 
" Behold^ I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me : and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, eren 
the messenger of the covenant, whom ye deligbt 
in/' &c. Now in the first epistle of John it is 
said, '' The Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil ;" which, 
in metaphorical language, is bruising the head 
of the serpent. The prophecy of Malachi was 
fulfilled when Christ drove the buyers and sellers 
out of the temple, and corrected the vices o( the 
priests and the people. The Jews expected tbeir 
Messiah, particularly at the time Christ ap- 
peared, but then they were fully persuaded that 
he was to be a glorious conqueror, who would 
restore their country to its original rank in the 
scale of nations. The Samaritans also looked 
forward to the coming of this great personage, 
as appears from what the Samaritan woman said 
to Christ at Jacob's well : '' I know that Messiah 
cometh, which is called Christ : when he is come, 
he will tell us all things." Suetonius, a Roman 
author, says, *' Percrebuerat oriente toto vetas 
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et constans opinio, esse in fatis, ut eo tempore 
Judaea profecti rerum potirentur/' Sueton. Ves- 
pasian, cap. 4 — 8. In Tacitus likewise we find, 
" Plaribus persuasio inerat, antiquis sacerdotum 
Uteris contineri, eo ipso tempore fore, ut vales- 
ceret oriens, profectique Judeea rerum potiren- 
tur." Tacit. Hist. lib. 6. cap. 9. 13. The ex- 
pectation of this temporal deliverer had been a 
consolation to the Jews under all their misfor- 
tunes and sufferings, which easily accounts for 
the determined hatred the Jews exhibited to- 
wards our Saviour, whose mild and unassuming 
disposition so ill accorded with the high notions 
they had formed of their Messiah. In place of 
being an irresistible warrior, he was the prince of 
peace ; instead of strictly enforcing their so much 
loved ceremonies and traditions, he preached 
faith, charity, and inward purity; and, what was 
more galling to them than all, he made no dis- 
tinction between Jew and Gentile, but held out 
the hopes of salvation to all good people, of every 
nation under the sun, when the Jews had never 
even imagined that any could be saved which 
followed not the laws of Moses. But that Jesus 
was the Messiah, or Christ, is evident from his 
so completely fulfilling, in his own person and 
conduct, whatever had been prophesied of that 
sacred character. 
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* At this period the Roman empire^ compre' 
hending the greater part of the then known 
worldy was in perfect peace, for which reason 
the temple of Janus in Rome was closed, which 
had occurred but five times since the foundation 
of that city. Augustus Cassar, taking advantage 
of this internal calm existing through all his 
dominions, issued a decree for a general census 
of his subjects, which St. Luke emphatically 
styles a taxing the whole world ; and the same 
evangelist relates that every one went to his own 
city to be registered, which it was that brought 
Joseph with his wife Mary to Bethlehem, the 
city of David, of whose lineage they were. It 
was on this occasion that Mary was delivered 
of the child Jesus, and, owing to the crowded 
state of the inn, she was compelled to lay it in 
a manger. The birth of the Saviour of mankind 
was immediately declared to some neighbouring 
shepherds, by an angel from Ood, who told them 
how they should find him laid in a manger, and 
wrapped in swaddling clothes. Having gone 
and found all things exactly as they had heard 
from the angel, the shepherds spread these mi*- 
raculous tidings about, and filled all that heard 
them with great wonder and astonishment. After 
the lapse of eight days the child was circumcised, 
according to the law, and called Jesus, agreeably 
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to the divme direction, since he was the destined 
Saviour, and the name being derived from the 
Greek word 'lao/tai, to heal or preserve. About 
five weeks after his birth, some eastern astro- 
logers, or magi, probably Babylonians, who were 
famous for their skill in reading the face of the 
heavens, came to Jndeea, and there inquired for 
the king that was bom, in order that they might 
reverence him, and offer him gifts after the cus- 
tom of their nation : these magi had been advised 
of the birth of some mighty prince by the ap- 
pearance of some unusual meteor or star in their 
part of the world. Their inquiries reaching the 
ears of Herod, he was very much disturbed 
thereby, fearing that the object of their search 
was a temporal prince, and that the succession 
of his family to the throne would be Uius ob- 
structed. He therefore convened an assembly 
of the priests and scribes, and interrc^ted them 
as to where it was that their prophecies affirmed 
the Christ should be bom ; by whom he was 
answered, " In Bethlehem of Judaea," according 
to the prophecy of Micah, Herod then secretly 
summoned the eastern magi to his presence, and 
asked of them particularly the time of the ap- 
pearance of the star : he then directed them to 
Bethlehem, and craftily requested them to in- 



118 FAMILIAR ILLU8TJIATJON8 

form him when they had discovered the child, 
that he also might pay it homage. The ma^« 
haring left his presence, were greatly rejoiced to 
perceive the star again before them^ and which 
preceded them, until it became stationary over 
the place where the child was. The magi en- 
tered the house, and there found the child with 
its mother, and they forthwith, according to the 
usage of the easterns towards their princes, jm>- 
strated themselves before it, and ofiered it the 
customary gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
They afterwards departed into their own country, 
without informing Herod of their success, being 
warned in a dream against so doing. Herod was 
exceedingly enraged at being outwitted by the 
magi, and, in the fury of his wrath, he caused all 
the children under two years of age, in and aboat 
Bethlehem, to be cruelly butchered ; thus think- 
ing to make sure of his object, for he supposed 
that the child might have been bom before the 
magi had observed the star. But he was again 
frustrated ; for Joseph, having been warned of 
God in a dream, had fled into Egypt, with his 
wife Mary and the child Jesus. Here is evident 
the wonderful providence of God, in directing 
the magi of the east to Jesus ; since it is more 
than probable, that the very gold they brought. 
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-was the means of enabliag Joseph to accomplish 
his flight, from which he might othenvise hare 
been prevented by povei*f. 

After Mary had completed the days of her 
purificaticHi, according to the law of Moses, the 
child was carried to Jemsalem, to he presented 
to the Lord, as being the first born, and the cns- 
tomary sacrifice of a pair of turtle doves, or two 
yoaug pigeons, was duly offered. 

While they were in the temple, two testimonies 
were given of the child Jesua being the Christ; 
one by Simeon, a devout man, and inspired by 
the Holy Qhcet; the other by Anna, an ancient 
prophetess, remarkable for her devotion to the 
service of God. It had been divinely revealed to 
Simeon that be should live to see the Messias ; 
and, by the influence of the inspiration of Qod, 
he went to the temple when Jesus was there : 
he took the child in his arms, and blessed God, 
saying, " I/)rd, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word : for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel." He then blessed its parents, and in- 
timated to Mary the maternal pangs she would 
feet forthe Bufferings of hercbild. " Anna came 
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in at the same instant, and gave thanks 

unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that 

looked for redemption in Jerusalem/' 

Although the Jews affirm that their Messias 
is yet to come, nevertheless does the advent of 
Christ exactly agree with their own traditions 
and prophecies. Nehemiah, one of their own 
doctors, who lived about fifty years before Christ, 
affirmed that the prophecy of Daniel relative to 
the Messiah must be accompUshed before the 
end of fifty years : and Josephus, the Jewish 
historian, refers the prophecy of the destmction 
of Jerusalem, which was to take place after the 
Messias, to his own time. Moreover, an old 
tradition of the Jews assigns 6000 years as ibe 
duration of the world ; viz. 2000 years from the 
creation to Abraham, 2000 from Abraham to 
Christ, and 2000 under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, which calculation precisely coincides with 
the time of our Saviour's appearance. The time 
of Christ also agreed with the prophecy of Jacob 
to his son Judah, recorded in Genesis, xlix. 10. 
'* The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come, and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be.'' Now the word Shiloh means sent 
or commissioned, and according to the acknow- 
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ledgement of the Jews themselves, intimateB the 
Messiah. The tribe of Judab, as we learn from 
the history of the Jews, always had a pre-emi- 
nence over the other tribes, nor did the sceptre 
entirely depart from the Jews uatil Jesus was 
about twelve years of age, when Arcbelaus, the 
son of Herod,* and king of Judtea, was deposed 
by the Romans for cruelty and divers malprac- 
tices: the power of life and death was taken out 
of th^ hands, and Judtea made a Roman pro- 
vince; and, after the destmction of Jerusalem 
and the Jewish nation, vast numbers, both Jews 
and Gentiles, became converts to the doctrine 
of Christ. 

Herod had intended Antipater to sacceed him 
in the government ; but this Antipater, who was 
his eldest son by Doris, a wife he had married 
before Mariamne, was eager to gain the crown, 
and entered into a conspiracy to poison his fa- 
ther, hut he was detected therein, and executed 
by Herod's order, with the approval of Augustus. 

A few days after the execution of Antipater, 
Herod himself paid the debt of nature, after 

• Herod, although an IdumKan, professed himSelf a 
Jew, Idumaa having been incorporated with Juilsua by 
Jolm Hyrcanus, and its inhabitants compelled to embrace 
the law of Moses. 
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having undergone the most excniciating agonies 
from a variety of grievous diseases : be soffisied 
under a slow hectic fever, an asthmatical com* 
plaint, and his bowels with his lower parts were 
ulcerated to such a degree that they bred worms 
and lice. It should seem that this dreadful in- 
fliction was a mark of divine punishment, for the 
horrid cruelty he had exhibited during his whde 
Ufe. This monster, even on his death-bed, de- 
vised one of the most blood-thirsty pbuis ever 
imagined : Fearing that the Jews would rejcice 
at his death, he had all the chief of them sum- 
moned to Jericho, where he lay ill, and caused 
them to be imprisoned in the Circus, or pla<^ of 
public shows ; he then solemnly entreated his 
sister Salome and her husband, who were in his 
especial confidence, to have them all put to the 
sword as soon as he should breathe his last, 
saying at the same time, ''This will provide 
mourners for my funeral all the land over.** 
Salome, although not very nice in such matters, 
feared to put in execution the oath he had ex- 
torted from her, and, after his decease, caused 
them all to be liberated. 

Herod had had nine wives, and left several 
children behind him, of which those named in 
the New Testament are, Archelaus, Herod Anti- 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 123 

pas, Philip, and Herod Philip. He was suc- 
ceed<ed in the government of Jndeea and Samaria 
by his son Archelaus, who also, by his father's 
will, had the title of king. The rest of his do- 
minioni^ he assigned, in his will, to other sons ; 
Herod Antipas was appointed telirareh* of Qa- 
lilee and Peraea, and Philip tetrarch of Tracho- 
nitiB 4UkI the neighfaoaring countries. The prin- 
cipal partsof this will were ratified and^oonfirmed 
by Augustus the Roman emperor. 

Joseph, the father of Jesus, had the death of 
Herod divinely revealed unto him in -stream, in 
which also he was bidden to return mto ibb land 
of Israel, together with his wife: and her scm^ 
J€fieph:obeyed the divine command, butheaoring 
that Ardbelausv who was excessively oruel and 
tyrannical, wa8:king of Judeea, he was aliaidto 
go thither; and, being again warned of God, be 
went and dwelt at Nazareth of Galilee^ his own 
city ; by' which was accom^idished the prophecies 
that Christ should be called a Natsarene.f 

Archelaus was so arbitrary and unjiust in his 

♦ The governor of a fourth part of a province. 

t This title is by some referred to the sect of Nazarenes; 
by others to Natzer, a branch, alluding to Isa. xi. 1, where 
Christ is called a branch of the root of Jesse. It is by 
9ome referred to the village Na2areth, — Burnet. 

g2 
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administration, that in the tenth year of his go- 
vernment, the chief of the Jews and Samaritans, 
not being able to endure his cruelty and tyranny, 
presented complaints against him to Caesar. The 
emperor was so incensed at the conduct of Ar- 
chelaus, that he reduced Judaea into a Roman 
province, governed by a procurator ; the Jews 
were deprived of the power of life and death, 
which was in fnture vested in the Roman go- 
vernor ; and their taxes were collected by the 
publicans, or farmers of the public revenue, who 
were empowered by the Roman emperor. These 
publicans were greatly detested by the people, 
because they thought it unlawful to admit any 
other king than a Jew, and their being compelled 
to pay tribute was a forced, though tacit, ac- 
knowledgment of a foreign authority, which 
caused them utterly to hate those put in power 
to extort it. It was enjoined them in their law 
to choose a king that was a Jew : ** From among 
thy brethren shalt thou set a king over thee/' 

The Roman governors continued the practice 
of Herod of creating and deposing high-priests 
at his pleasure. 

Joseph still dwelt at Nazareth, where the child 
Jesus grew remarkable for his wisdom. When 
he was twelve years of age, he chanced to ac- 
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company his parents to Jerusalem, to the feast 
of the passoFer, whither it was their custom to 
resort yearly : upon their return, they had ad- 
vanced a day's journey when they missed the 
child Jesus, whom they had supposed to be in 
advance with their friends ; they retrod the way 
to Jerusalem, and after searching three days, 
** they found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. And all that heard him 
were astonished at his upderstanding and an- 
swers." His mother reproached him for the 
anxiety he had caused them, when he repUed, 
*' Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business ?" which saying they were not able to 
comprehend, as they knew not he was speaking 
of God, however his mother cogitated upon and 
revolved these sayings in her own heart. 

The sacred writings mention nothing further 
of what happened to our Saviour during the in- 
termediate time between the above occurrence 
and his manifestation in his public character : 
they merely observe that he returned with his 
parents to Nazareth, and was obedient to their 
will ; thus exemplifying the duty children owe 
to the authors of their being : it is even supposed 
by some that Jesus actually worked at the trade 
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of Joseph^ his reputed father, who was a car- 
penter. It was in the thirteenth year of our 
Saviour that the Samaritans defiled the temple 
in Jerusalem, by secretly entering it in the nights 
time, during the feast of the passover, and scat- 
tering it with dead bones. The ensuing year 
M. Ambivius was appointed, by Augustas, pro- 
curator of Judaea, in place of Coponius; but in 
a very short period Ambivius was removed, to 
make room for Annius Rufiis. 

When Christ had about completed his fifteenth 
year, Augustus paid the debt of nature at Nola, 
and was succeeded by Tiberius, who, after he 
had reigned two years, substituted Valerius 
Gratus in the place of Annius Rufus. This Va- 
lerius discharged the functions of his office for 
the space of eleven years, in the course of which 
he made many changes in the priesthood ; in the 
first place, he deposed Annas, the then high- 
priest, and conferred the office upon Ishmael, the 
son of Fabius ; but this Ishmael he shortly re 
moved, to the end that he might be enabled to 
dignify Eleazar, the son of Annas, with the 
hierarchy ; at the end of the year Eleazar was 
displaced, and succeeded by Simon, the son of 
Comith ; and, after the lapse of a year, Caiaphas, 
son-in-law of Annas, was invested with the sa- 
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cerdotal authority. It was this arbitrary and 
frequent change that made the evangelists speak 
of the chief priests in the plural, for many living 
at the same time, who had served as high-priests, 
they were respected accordingly by those of their 
own tenets and belief. 

At the end of eleven years Valerius Gratus was 
succeeded by Pontius Pilate, of whose proprse- 
torship about two years had elapsed, and our 
Saviour had now attained to about his thirtieth 
year, when, as preparatory to his appearing in 
his public character of tbe Messiah, his advent 
was declared unto the people by a forerunner, 
called John the Baptist. 

John was the son of a certain devout priest, 
called Zecburias, and of Elizabeth, tbe cousin of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus : this son had been 
promised to Zechariae by the angel Gabriel, who 
was sent to him while he was offering incense in 
the temple, and who also, as a sign of the truth 
of his message, told Zecharias that he should be 
dumb until this son was bom, which was a pu- 
nishment for doubting the words of the divine 
messenger. It was about six monllis after this 
that the same angel appeared to Rliiiy, the be- 
trothed of Joseph, and told her she should con- 
ceive the Christ by the agency of thr" ' "' «t. 
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The angel also told Mary that her consin Eliza- 
beth, now aged and beyond the natural period 
of bearing children, had been six months preg- 
nant. The virgin Mary, therefore, paid a visit 
to her cousin, when it came to pass that, when 
Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb ; whereupon, both being in- 
spired with divine rapture, they gave thanks and 
praised God, who had so highly honoured them 
amongst women. John was prepared for his 
mission by a life of great austerity and self- 
denial ; he was brought up in the desert parts 
of Judaea; he clothed himself in garments made 
from the hair of the camel, and fed upon locusts 
and wild honey, which kinds of food were most 
readily procured in the wilderness.* 

At the usual time, about thirty years of age, 
John began his ministry. He exhorted the peo- 
ple to repentance, and preached forgiveness of 
sins; he baptized those who professed repent- 

• The papists groundlessly make John, from his living 
in the wilderness, the first founder of hermits. In the 
first place, he acted from God*s order, they from their 
own fancy. 2dly. He preached in the wilderness, they 
did nothing. 3rdly. lie lived only for a time in the 
wilderness, ihey bind themselves by a vow to live and 
die hermits. — Burnet. 
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ance, confessing their sins,* and spoke to them 
of Christ as their Saviour. He bade the Jews 
not to rely upon their being the natural descend- 
ants of Abraham, but to deserve favour by mutual 
love, good works, and charity. He expressly 
told the Pharisees and Sadducees to bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance ; that was, to show, 
by their future actions, that their repentance was 
sincere. He cautioned the publicans against ex- 
tortion, and the soldiers against violence and in- 
jury, and told them to be content with their pay. 
This pubUc appearance of John took place in 
the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, and 
when Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judaea. 
Esaias prophesied of John in the following words : 
" The voice of one crying in the wilderness. Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight." This prophecy John applied to him- 
self, affirming that he was not the Christ, nor 
Elias risen from the dead, as some suggested, 
and that he was not worthy to be compared with 

♦ On this the papists erroneously found auricular con- 
fession. 1st. This confession was voluntary, and not 
constrained. 2dly. It was general, and not of every par- 
ticular sin. 3dly. It was public and open, not in the ear 
of tlie priest. 4thly. It was sin committed before, not 
after baptism. — Burnet, 

66 
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Christ, who came after him, and for whom he 
was preparing the way. Jesus himself was bap- 
tized of John, lest his enemies should have the 
omission of any outward and formal cerenM>ny 
to urge against him, to the prejudice of weak 
and superstitious minds; he silenced the scru- 
pulosity of John by saying, '' it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteoumess/' At the baptisoi of 
Christ occurred a manifest proof of the distinc- 
tion of persons in the trinity ; for, at one and the 
same time, the Son had just stepped out of the 
water, the Holy Ghost was hovering over him, 
after the manner of a dove, and the Father was 
calling from heaven, '' This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am w^ pleased/' Now it had been 
revealed to John, that on whomsoever he saw the 
Holy Ghost desc^xd, this was the Son of God : 
he therefore bare record, and pointed out Jesos 
to the people, as being the '* Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world." 

It was in the neighbourhood of Jordan, in a 
place called Bethabara, or the house of passage, 
where John carried on his ministry, and which 
is thought to be the same place by which the 
Israelites (under the conduct of Joshua) entered 
into the land of Canaan. The preaching of John 
was full of spirit, though he confirmed it by no 
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miracle ; liis reproofe were severe, and strictly 
impartial ; his iostructioiiB were weighty and 
pertinent to every condition, and be especially 
disposed men's minds to beheve in Him, who 
was to come after him, and whose foceruDner 
be was. 

After bis baptism, which, according to the 
general belief, was about the sixth of January, 
Jesus was led by a strong impulse of the spirit 
into the wilderness, where, after fasting forty 
days and forty nights, his constancy and raUance 
upon his divine father were put to the trial by 
several strong temptations from Satan. The 
devil first, as a powerful incentive after so long 
a fast, urged him to turn stones into bread, by 
which the tempter would have induced him not 
to show proper reliance upon the providence of 
God. The enemy next tried to incite him to cast 
himself from the temple, for it bad been pro- 
phesied he should receive no hurt, and thus be 
would have caused bim to unnecessarily tempt 
diviue providence. Lastly, Satan offered him 
temporal power and glory, if be would fall down 
and worship him, whereupon our Saviour indig- 
nantly rebuked him, saying, " thou sbalt worship 
the Lord tby God." Upon this the tempter lef 
him, and straightway angels came and minii 
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tered unto bis wants. Jesus opposed each of 
the temptations severally with scriptaral texts, 
all of which he drew from the book of Deu- 
teronomy. 

Some short time after this, Jesus, being abont 
thirty years of age, commenced his public life, 
and appeared to the world in the character of 
the Messiah. He preached the same doctrine as 
John, viz. repentance ; and told the people that 
the kingdom of heaven, meaning the blessings 
offered by the gospel, was at hand. The first 
disciples he expressly called were two brothers, 
employed in the fishery of the sea of Galilee, 
who immediately left their occupation and fol- 
lowed him, which readiness of theirs is naturally 
to be attributed to the circumstance of Andrew, 
one of the brothers, having been present when 
John the Baptist pointed out Jesus as being the 
Lamb of God : Andrew had, at that time^ fol- 
lowed Jesus, and had told his brother Simon, 
afterwards called Peter, that he had found the 
Messiah, whereupon Simon had gone to him 
likewise. It is more than probable that otheiv 
had heard of Jesus from these two, or had them- 
selves been present when John testified of him^ 
and it is certain that Philip was of Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. Nathanael, who 
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was honoured by our Saviour with the title of an 
Israelite without guile, is supposed to be the 
same as Bartholemew, and acknowledged Christ 
as the son of God because he told him of an in- 
cident which Nathanael was convinced nothing 
less than a divine origin could have enabled 
him to do. 

The first miracle, wrought by our Saviour for 
the confirmation of his being the Messiah sent 
from God, was in Cana of Galilee : He chanced 
to be there at a marriage-feast, together with 
his disciples and his mother, and, the wine fail- 
ing, he ordered the servants to fill up some 
water-pots with water, and then to draw it oiit, 
which they accordingly did ; but when they car- 
ried it to the governor of the feast, and he had 
tasted of it, he called the bridegroom to him, 
and expressed astonishment that the best wine 
should be brought out last, when the guests 
were least able to estimate its quality. 

Jesus then went about Galilee, teaching in its 
synagogues, preaching the gospel, and healing 
all infirmities and diseases ; insomuch that his 
fame was diffused throughout all Syria, and vast 
numbers of pitiable objects were brought to him, 
upon all of which he effectually exerted his heal- 
ing powers. These miracles of healing had been 



134 FAMILTAR ILLUSTIIATIONS 

foretold of the Messiah by Isaiah, in the 35th 
chapter and 4th verse of his prophecy : *^ Befadd 
your God will come and save you ; then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped ; then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
shall sing." 

The most connected and professed sermon, 
preached by our Saviour and recorded by the 
evangelists, is contained in the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh chapters of the gospel of St. Matthew ; 
but we find portions of the same discourse men- 
tioned in the other gospels, which had at divers 
times been spoken by our Saviour, whenever he 
might find occasion so to do. In this sermon, 
Christ explained to his auditors what kind of 
virtues made men blessed ; he charged his dis- 
ci[des to exert themselves in such a manner that 
men might see their good works, and thereby 
be induced to glorify their Father which is in 
heaven, for that it became them not to be passive 
in the good cause : He laid down the law of God 
according to the full extent thereof, exposed the 
corruptions and equivocations of the Jewish 
teachers, and thus showed the necessity of a 
Saviour to rescue mankind from the trammels 
of sin : He enforced the doctrine of true charity, 
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prayer, and mutual forgiveness: He guarded 
them against setting their hearts too much on 
worldly matters, lest by so doing they should be 
brought to neglect the duties of religion : He 
advised them to correct their own faults, before 
they reproved those of others : He forbad them 
to speak of holy matters to those who were irre- 
claimable, and who would disgrace the sanctity 
of the subject by their blasphemous and furious 
rejection thereof, or, in his own words, to cast 
pearls before swine, lest they should trample 
them under their feet, and turn again and rend 
you : He exhorted them to walk in the narrow 
path of virtue, which was trodden but by few, 
but which led to life eternal, in preference to the 
broad way of vice, along which numbers were 
continually hurrying to their own destruction : 
He likewise advised them to beware of false and 
pretended prophets, whom he aptly compared to 
wolves in sheep's clothing : Lastly, he told them 
it was not merely listening to the gospel that 
made a good and wise man, but practising what 
was heard. 

The people were greatly astonished at the doc- 
trine of Christ, which he taught upon his own 
authority, and without drawing from that of 
others, as the scribes were accustomed to do ; 
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his precepts were delivered as emanating from 
himself, such as — '^ I say unto you. Swear not 
at all ;'* ''I say unto you. Resist not evil ;" 
" I say unto you. Love your enemies/' 

This sermon upon the mount, containing such 
concise yet forcible lessons and precepts upon 
morality and social duty, was wonderfuUy adapt- 
ed, even to a miracle, to the capacities of his 
hearers, and to impress them with conviction of 
its truth. The Lord's prayer is unrivalled for 
the solemnity of the ideas, the importance of its 
petitions, and for its clearness, joined at the 
same time to its conciseness : it is divided into 
three parts, viz. the introduction, the petition, 
and the doxology. The mountain from which 
Christ delivered this sermon has since been 
called the Mountain of Beatitudes, on account 
of the blessings pronounced in the commence- 
ment of the discourse. 

Besides public and set sermons, Christ was in 
the habit of disputing with his opponents, that, 
by confuting their opinions and propositions, be 
might expose their fallacy and weakness to his 
own followers and disciples. Moreover, ac- 
cording to the oriental practice, he frequently 
instilled instruction, advice, and wholesome re- 
proof into his hearers, by making use of familiar 
similitudes, parables, or allegories. 
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The surpassing excellence of judgment dis- 
played by our Saviour in the selection of suitable 
subjects for his parables^ and convenient to the 
exigency of the case, the impressive simplicity, 
clearness, and propriety with which they were 
constructed, are circumstances in themselves, 
when we consider the education and few earthly 
advantages possessed by the apparent son of a 
working carpenter, a miracle, and alone amply 
sufficient to convince the most obdurate sceptic 
of the divine origin and mission of our Saviour. 
By the parable of the tares sown amongst the 
wheat, he intimated that the wicked must needs 
exist, and, lest the good might suffer by rooting 
them out, they may chance to suffer no punish- 
ment in this life, (saving, at least, the pangs of 
their own consciences, than which we have no 
need of better argument for futurity,) but may 
even prosper and die in apparent peace ; yet, in 
the world to come, they will be separated from 
the good, and suffer torments meet for their sub- 
lunary crimes. In the parable of the sower and 
the seed, he foretels the various success of the 
gospel, according to the different inclinations, 
occupations, and dispositions of its hearers. By 
the example of a Samaritan assisting a Jew, his 
national and religious enemy, while a priest and 
a Levite neglected him, he inculcated the noble 
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and god-like principle of universal charity^ and 
that no difference of country or opinion author- 
ized cruelty and inattention to those in distress. 
By the parable of the cruel servant, he showed 
the horrible injustice of our not forgiving the 
trespasses of our fellow-creatures, when, at the 
same time, our Creator was forgiving us ofiences 
a hundred fold. Under the simiUtude of la- 
bourers hired at different hours to work in a 
vineyard, he showed that God would be no re- 
specter of nations or periods, but that he would 
reward the Gentiles even as he should the Jews. 
By the simple yet striking example of the Pha- 
risee and the Publican, he intimated to his au- 
ditors that true repentance made one, that had 
been a sinner, far more acceptable in the sight 
of God, than the self-sufficient and religious 
hypocrite, that vainly boasted of his accordance 
to outward forms and appearance, and arrogantly 
claimed the reward which was due only to his 
actions in the abstract. By the familiar image 
of the wicked husbandmen, he exposed to the 
Jews their cnielties to the prophets of God, at 
the same time foretelling their murder of himself, 
and the call of the Gentiles, to the exclusion of 
the Jews. He also showed in the beautiful, 
simple, and pathetic parable of the prodigal son, 
that God would accept of the repenting Gentile, 
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to the great annoyance of the Jew^ who con- 
sidered himself the chosen of God. By the 
parable of the ten virgins, he showed the neces- 
sity of timely preparation and repentance, for 
that no one knoweth when the hand of death is 
upon him. By the parable of various sums in 
talents being intrusted to several servants, he 
intimated that God will require of man an ac- 
count of his conduct, consonant with the advan- 
tages he may possess in situation and education. 
The vanity of relying on riches is impressively 
and affectingly exhibited in the story of Lazarus 
and Dives ; that the virtuous and religious beg- 
gar was accepted and honoured by God, but that 
the vicious and atheistical rich man was punished 
in a place of everlasting torment, from whence 
escape was impossible ; and that sinners, refusing 
to listen to the preaching of God's ministers, 
would not be converted and repent, even if one 
rose from the dead. 

Besides these principal ones, Christ delivered 
other parables, or similitudes, in some of which 
he foretold, in lively colours, the vast and mira- 
culous extension of the gospel. 

Jesus, to give sure confirmation for the truth 
of his doctrine, and to assure mankind of his 
divine mission, was pleased, out of the plenitude 
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of his power, to work miracles, so numerous, so 
astonishing, and before such variety and multi- 
tudes of witnesses, as entirely to preclude the 
possibility of delusion or contrivance. His mi- 
racles entirely coincided with the prophecies of 
the Messiah ; wherefore Jesus himself, as well as 
the first preachers of Christianity, was in the 
constant habit of referring his auditors to his 
miracles for a testimony of his divine authority; 
in fact, if mankind had not been well assured of 
Christ's miraculous powers, it is utterly impos- 
sible that they could have been so credulous and 
infatuated, as to have reUed upon or placed con- 
fidence in the mere verbal assertion of a simple 
Galilsan peasant, announcing himself to the 
world as a divine lawgiver, and to the Jews as 
their expected Messiah, and this too in a manner 
so contrary to and destructive of their highly- 
raised expectations. Jesus was no mighty con- 
queror, nor did he work any deUverance of the 
Jewish nation. Considering this, Jesus must 
have given supernatural proofs of his mission, 
or his claim would have been futile and ridi- 
culous : no kind of doubt, controversy, or debate 
could possibly have existed, unless miracles were 
pre-supposed in the minds both of his followers 
and of his enemies. 
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The principal of our Saviour's miracles were, 
the turning water into wine, (which was before 
mentioned as being his first miracle) ; the mul- 
tiplying a few loaves and fishes, so that several 
thousands of people were fed thereon, once 6000 
persons were fed with five loaves and two small 
fishes, and again 4000 were fed with seven loaves, 
each time a considerable quantity of fragments 
remaining; the blind, the deaf, the lame and 
the halt he restored to the proper use of their 
faculties and senses; he cleansed lepers and 
healed all manner of diseases and sicknesses ; 
he walked upon the water to his disciples, and 
with a word calmed a violent tempest ; more- 
over, he raised three persons from the dead, 
namely, the ruler's daughter in the chamber, the 
widow's son in the streets of Nain, and Lazarus 
after he had been dead four days. 

It may perhaps be expedient to here explain 
the probable reason why the cleansing of the 
leper is the first miracle mentioned by St. Mat- 
thew. Leprosy among the Jews was an incura- 
ble distemper called the finger of God, a disease 
of his sending and of his removing. Our Saviour 
tells John's disciples, (Matt. xi. 6.) ''The lepers 
were cleansed and the dead raised," which, by 
joining these two miracles together, implies 
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equality of power in performing them. And in 
the second book of Kings (y. 7.) it is said, *' Am 
I God, that this man sends to me to cure a man 
of his leprosy V* Now St. Matthew was not only 
himself a Jew, but wrote especially for Jewish 
readers ; wherefore, by mentioning that Christ 
cured the leprosy, he at once asserted his diyinity, 
which assertion, if believed, would at once gain 
converts to his doctrine. 

The only two of Christ's miracles that were 
destructive, were when he caused the swine to 
be possessed and drowned, and when the fig*tree 
was withered by his malediction ; but even these 
may be satisfactorily accounted for. The inha- 
bitants of the country where the swine were de- 
stroyed had embraced the Jewish religion, and 
swine, according to the Jewish law, were unclean 
animals ; wherefore, it is exceedingly probable 
that Christ took these means of punishing them 
for so openly transgressing the law. With re- 
spect to the fig-tree, Christ, in all likelihood, 
meant to signify to his disciples, when he rebuked 
it for not having fruit, that a man ought to pos- 
sess the principle of active virtue and goodness, 
and that he will be judged by his fruits or ac- 
tions : in other words, '^ He must do his duty 
in that state of life, imto which it shall please 
God to call him." 
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Christ knowing, by his divine prescience, how 
short was the time he had to remain on earth, 
and what a stupendous work was the dissemi- 
nating a new doctrine, selected, first of all, twelve 
of his disciples, afterwards called apostles,*"" to 
whom he gave power over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness 
and disease. He also enjoined them to preach 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of heaven being 
at hand ; that is, that Christ was come, through 
whose mediation salvation was offered to all man- 
kind. He directed them not to make any pre- 
parations for their journey, as it was but con- 
sistent with justice, that those who enjoyed the 
benefit of their instructions should supply them 
with the necessaries of this life, or, in his own 
words, '^ that the labourer was worthy of his 
hire." He likewise charged them to give their 
blessing to those that received them well, but 
against the house or the city that rejected them, 
he bade them, when they departed out of such 
house or city, to shake off the dust from their 
feet, as a testimony against their obstinacy, in 
wilfully shutting out from their minds conviction 
and the blessings of repentance ; and he told 

* From the Greek tar6(no\os, signifying one sent. 
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them that such would have far less excuse at die 
day of judgment, than the most abandooed sin* 
ners who had not enjoyed equal advantages. 
He afterwards sent seventy otho* discifries, 
upon the same mission, into various parts of 
the land of Israel ; these had great success, and 
returned unto him joyfully, saying, " Loid, 
even the devils are subject unto us through thy 
name." 

The twelve apostles were peculiatly attendant 
upon the person of Jesus, both before and after 
the aforementioned mission, and were in the 
constant habit of enjoying his private instruc- 
tions and example, by which means they were 
prepared for the labours and sufferings which 
followed their divine master's ascension, and 
which to support would call for all their zeal, 
fortitude, and industry, though s^engthened 
with a certain consciousness of the truth of the 
doctrine they were propagating. To these chosen 
twelve Christ was accustomed to explain the 
purport of the parables which at various times 
he put forth to the people. He warned them of 
the dangers, toil, and persecution they would 
suffer, in their future endeavours to promote the 
cause of Christianity ; but, as an encouragement, 
he promised them the co-operation of the Holy 
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Spirit,* and an everlasting reward in heaven. 
He in a particular manner -instilled into them 
the necessity of humility and mutual love ; and 
60 anxious was he to guard them against ambi- 
tion, that he himself washed their feet, as if he 
had foreseen the popish error of supremacy. He 
also guarded them strongly against the hypocrisy 
of the Pharisees, who, affecting the greatest scru- 
pulosity in matters of little importance, at the 
same time omitted duties of the greatest conse- 
quence, telling them that these must be done, 
and those not be neglected. 

Shortly after the cure of the blind man at 
Bethsaida, mentioned by St. Mark, and oh the 
way from thence to Csesarea and Philippi, he 
questioned his disciples respecting the opinions 
that men had formed of him: they answered, 
that some said that he was John the Baptist ; 
some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 
prophets. Then " he saith unto them. But whom 
say ye that I am ? And Simon Peter answered 

♦ Because Christ here promised his disciples an imme- 
diate assistance from the Holy Spirit, the Anabaptists and 
Quakers expect now the same assistance in praying and 
preaching : but they may as well pretend to cast out devils 
as the apostles did, by virtue of the same assistance, 
whereas these extraordinary gifts have long ceased.— 
Burnet. 
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and said, Tbou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God/' '' And Jesus answered and said 
unto him» Blessed art tbou, Simon Barjona : * 
for flesh and blood bath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven. And I say 
also unto thee. That thou art Peter, f and opoii 
this rock I will build my church ; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it* And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingd<Hn of hea- 
ven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heavea/' 
Upon the afore-mentioned passage is founded 
the ]Sx>man Catholic doctrine of St. Peter's su* 
premacy ; but the very weakness of this founda^* 
tion adds strength to our arguments against it, 
By this rock^ not the person, but th^ confessioa 
and faith of St. Peter have been understood by 
most learned writers. But even if St. Peter's 
person were meant, it was spoken metapbori^ 
cally, and implied stability, not authority. 
Whatever the intention may have been, the same 
is said of the other apostles elsewhere, although 
St. Peter in this particular instance, being the 
spokesman and delivering the sentiments of the 

* Signifying the son of Jonas. 

-f From the Greek n^rfw, a stone or rock. 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 147 

other apostles^ was naturally enough answered 
individually, as the representative of the whole 
body. The giving the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven is universally understood as equivalent 
to that of binding and loosing. But this very 
power, in the self-same words, is conferred upon 
all the apostles. Matt, xviii. 18. After the pro- 
mises in return for the confession of St. Peter, 
Christ foretels to them his death and resurrec- 
tion, and severely rebuked Peter for taking him 
up in his speech. 

About eight days subsequent to the afore- 
mentioned discourse of our Saviour with his 
di8ciples> he selected three of them, viz. Peter, 
James, and John, as being sufficient witnesses 
of what be knew was about to occur, and took 
them with him up to Mount Tabor, where he 
was transfigured before them, his countenance 
being altered, and his raiment becoming white 
and glittering : at the same time appeared in 
gl6ry Moses and Elias, who discoursed with 
Jesus concerning what was to happen to him at 
Jerusalem ; and, while St. Peter was expressing 
his ecstatic admiration thereof, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them, and a voice was heard, say- 
ing, " This is my beloved Son, hear ye him." 
The discipks vpon this, being sore amazed, fell 

h2 
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to tbe ground; whereupon Jesus, drawing near 
to them, touched them, saying. Arise, and be not 
afraid ; which command having obeyed, they saw 
no one save Christ alone, who strictly charged 
them, as they were coming down from the moun- 
tain, to tell nobody what they had se^i and 
heard. One of the designs of the transfigaratios 
appears to have been, to strengthen the faith of 
the disciples in the day of ^their Lord's paMon, 
and tb calisie th^m'to remenaber his glory m €be 
day of his huiniUation. li was also 'calciilated 
to make them strong themselves in the hovr of 
their trills; ttnd to make them bear up resolotely 
agaiiWBt-riunawie ^teflferings, having- regaiti uato 
the ^tf '6r^m^itltettV4ftAy Mdttter, in wbi/db 
th^ thMoii^elVes r>Vere' pmmisdi participatk». 
We iAaly Rk^i<^iji^ V^Mave Ixik conclude diat thm 
appea(k^nb« i6f M^ear tod iilias wa0 envblemajliecil 
of tbe diipMM^hce^f fhefLawand the Prophets 
by ther C^rMti&ti dii^nsatiM, for thus it seems 
from fherchief of latrgii^ni-and prophets minis- 
taring uftito 'our Saviour, in this transient de- 
velopment of the glory and splendour of his 
Oodhead, 

Our Savioar not only by precept, but by ex- 
aJDople also, inculcated the duty of complying 
with the laws of that country in which we may 
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chance to live, and of obeying tbe established 
officers and magistrates, whensoever at least 
their exactions and commands may not cause us 
to sin in the compliance therewith. A remark- 
able instance of Christ exemplifying the afore- 
mfintiQaed duty ooourred in his cau$ing Peter to 
pay tbe tribute-i&oney at Cap6maum» when re- 
quested by the gather^r^ although h^, as^the son 
of tbe most high tKi9g» ppig^t.J^a^Vi^. V'^ well 
i^j^cttsed himself fr<w subpHttiqg to ti^e^ deioands 
0S those laws to whose enacteari^ he was: so far 
superior ; but be saw the nei^essitjTiQf ^s^nbiting 
to his followers an examj^^ of [^ piffi^9XiQe, 

lest at any tima advantitgef^^fa^o^lbfijtftl^^/ ^^^ 
they endeayourto evi^e aoquWsq^nf^ tp.j4ve Uws 

and custom^ of their co^iitxy.<>QM^i^^s(^^^>^ 
procuring the money foe t^ie. payi»W^ Qf *e tri- 
httte, gav!e> a vemarkftt^le. m^tofm, fJ^i^jf of his 
dmne preseienee^ but^of his.iHi^pot^Qce also, 
•wben ho caused a fish to b^HaHj^Qby Pete;r, and 
a stater "^ to be in its mouth, which stater was 
just sufficient for the paym^t. The poverty of 
Christ is also worthy of observance, in not hav- 
ing so small a sum, without recurring to his 
divine power for obtaining it. It was near to 

• A stater is in value 2«. 6d. of silver at 5«. per ounce; 
and the tribute was a didrachma (about li, 3d.) per head. 
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this time that the seventy disciples wete 
out OD their mission. 

The feast of the tabernacles* now dmwiDg 
nigh^ Christ was exhorted by his brethren and 
kindred to go with them into Jndesa^ from whimee 
he had retired on the death of John the Baptist, 
who, through the maliciousness of Herodias, and 
the affected scrupulosity of Hanod Aotipas, i^ 
specting his oath, had been most barbamtisly 
and unjustly beheaded. They told him that lie 
had DOW nodiing to fear, and they plainly showed 
that they considered him as one that afieoted 
popularity by his preaching and his mirades, 
yet however that they placed no behef ia him. 
Our Saviour did not set bimsdf to nfute tbeir 
vain conceptions and imaginaiions, b«t re&ned 
to accompany them, alleging that his time vras 
not yet come, fot he knew that his life wflRi sought 
by the Jews; wherefore he avoided going id Je- 
rusalem attended by numbers, and oonlmiied to 
abide in Galilee after the departure of his kin- 
dred : but when they had been gone a short time, 

* This feast commenced on the fif)ieenlfa day of the 
3eventb month, at the conclusion of harvest, and was 
celebrated by dwelling seven days in booths made of the 
boughs of trees, which commemorated th«r dwelling in 
bootiis in the wilderness. 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 151 

he prepared to go up as it were, in private, and 
sent two of his disciples into Samaria to make 
ready for him . But the Samaritans, being aware 
that he was going to the object of their detesta- 
tion, Jerusalem, would not receive him; where- 
Hpon*hi3 disciples would have had him ctdl down 
fire from heaven to destroy these unbelievers, but 
Christ rebuhed ihem for tbeir revengeful and 
eangoiiiaiy inclinatioii, tdling them f that they 
knew sR>t what fn^ftner of spirit they were of," 
und that he was ilot come as a destroyer with 
sword and fire, but as a Saviour, with meekness 
and mercy as his weapons^- 

Oar Saviour, upon his arl'ivffl in* Jeruisaiem, 
fottiid all the {>eopl€i itx gf e«t anxieky heotittse of 
his absefice, amd divideAi in^theiciopinaons of 
him ;> dome affirming UEat'he'W^Sja.goodman, 
jond 'olberi iassfertiiig- thalt he endea^vottred to 
iiiedtice ithe- people f^osob Ikbeit'duty^ But our 
tSaviour,. eight days. a£ler the feast, appeared in 
iMe teimlple, and with faisr wisdom astonished all 
vrho were acquainted with his education. 

The Pharisees, hearing of the admiration the 
doctrine and miracles of Christ caused, sent 
officers to seize upon his person ; but they, being 
secretly influenced by the Spirit of God, in the 
place of seizing him^ stood still and gave ear 



f» 
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unto M0 prefti^hing j and being rebuked hf the 
Phftfneee for reiomlDg witbont bim^ tbey 
swered, ** That neter nfttn spake as be did 
At night mat 8aviour withdrew to the Meant ef 
Olives* to pray, and returned fioni tbeooi^ lo 
the tettple very eariy in the morning/ where be 
was BUfrbunded by* a great eoneoarse of people^ 
The Pbaris^ei^ noW pfoposM' t6 him a dilentma, 
by bringing befoi^ bkn ar^MiaH* takdn ki ftM^ 
tety,' 80 'th^t, if he protfoimeed h^ dealb, bk 
severity ml^V be odious to the peeptoj and if 
he liondedMid bet' iMi, be would be gvilQr tf 
breaki»|^ %Me4a# of Ood. But Jebus, knowiiig 
their %a1Moii# iiU;eiftlone> stooped diown, and; 
a]» if nbt ll^MMn^tbeM, Vrrote with his fing^ on 
the ground, but they persisted in drawing fima 
him his opiMett;*»^reo^^he raised bb belsid, 
sayings, '^ He etediigikt yott^thflt i^wilboliil'sin^ 
cast the "fiftt' Mdtieat ber."^ He tben Ibi^gi^ 
writing on the ground again^ the Pbarlseea 
meanwhilef'SlinkihgaWay one by one, nntii the 
woman was left alone with Christy who dismissed 
her with a charge to ** sin no more.** By this 
our Lord showed that men, before they ccmdemn 

* The Mount of Olives is situated between Bethany, a 
kind of suburb of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem, from which 
it was distant about five furlongs. 
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the trtnsgresfiions of others, ought to wtmino 
whether they themsdves be free from •in, llfofe^ 
over^ this clemency of our Saviour might have » 
better efiect in withdrawing her from her e?il 
coarsej than all the severity of the law» for no- 
thing prevails more than meelinefia and merey, 
whcffe harshness an4 seyeritjy' nwe^ expected. 
A|^r thi^ cmr Sairiom^shpws at Ifti^e hift^yine 
<xi^, and npo^r his ^a^BQil^g* V.3^^ Abrar 
h^m W%3 1 an^/' !Ae.Jefys>f0OQ^d^riag,itfiiabIafK 
pb^my for.^[>eBly avovohi^^whnals^ Qp4i» toek. 
up iMiOnes to stone bim^ bat-, he tej^feftri^: Mfety 
through the midst of Aem.: Ab^^% ^^ tmfi. 
itswas that the seventjffdiftf^^ili^twrpd^^^jm' 
j^ipg al their suecess in d^^^^Ay^ .Qfdti^it^ 

f Itwas iioq^aau^diately sujiwqtfNit tP^ ttop^ W^tAAi* 
aiMttk<9.)heaMQg im^thf^ ^aUie^r^y^H naa thjM^ 
W^ bornbKnd^ (hat oa^ S^viQfir. waMH^n^ring^ 

(juAstM^a^d byadeictoi}ofitil(#,l9>w,iwi|Oi4ea»»d^ 
G^ biift which waa the gjr^a^st co^i^ipan^fi^ea^ f)^ 
the Law ? Jesi» imme4i{^y ^^p^edt To Iovq, 
God with all oar heart, and am; n^ighj^^r w 
ourselves. The lawyer th^n f^l^e4«' vfl^Q.is KHir 
neighbour, and was informed by our Lord in the 
beautiful parable of the Good Samaritan. 
Jesus being again at Jerusalem^:fit ^ fei^t 

h5 
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ef the dedication,* in the winter Beaeop, deelofed 
to die Jews the unity of hie and the Fether'c 
essence, and this declaration induced the Jews 
again to take up stones to stone him, upon wfaidb 
he retreated beyond Jordan into the place where 
John at first baptized ; and there he abode, and 
was greatly resorted to on acconat^the miracles 
which he did. Jesus was asked by a certain 
raler^ what he shoubl do to iaherit eternal life? 
Jesus told him to keep the commandments, and 
ilie ruler replied that he had kept them from his 
youth "vpwards; whidi when Jesus heard, he 
said that he lacked one thing yet — to sell- his 
possessioiis and follow him, whereupon the young 
mm went away exceedingly soriKniirfiil, for he 
had great riches* Jesus took this occasion of 
egcpressing how difficult a thing ift was for a. man, 
who let his lore of riches and worldly possessions 
prevail orer erery thing else, to render Umself 
accq»table to Qod; or, in our Saviour's own 
words, *' it is easier for a camri to go thnrngh 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God/' f 

^ Supposed by some to be the Maceabean dedication, 
sod the seuon being innter seems to favour thatsupposi- 
tion, rather than it was the dedicati<m of Solomon's tempJe. 

f An eastern hyperbolical proverb, expressing a matter 
of great difficulty, and probably derived from ^ camels 
being tau^ to bend themselves to enter in at doorways. 
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It was soon aiW this that JesHS weot up ksU) 
Jndeea, and performed his i^nious miracle of 
raking Lazaras from the dead^ four days alter 
his decease. When the Pharisees beard of the 
reBurrection of Lazams^ they immediate^ con- 
Tened a coubcil^ to deliberate upon the best 
means of soppfestBing him. Jesus, heamig of 
this consultation against him^ retired to a city 
called Ephraim, near to B^talhatsor, where Ab- 
salom kiUed Amnon. 

The feast of the passc^er (tfa« fourth of his 
ministry, and in the thirtyvfouifth year of his 
age,) now approaching, Gfamt resolved to- go 
agam to Jerusaleto^ and ^aoeordiI]igly took; has 
way thither, on the roafd foretelling to his dis- 
ciples what was about lo> happen to him. It 
was in this journey that the ^on^eision of Zac- 
^faeas the publieaifi at JeriohKJi tods: (da^e. Our 
SftTiour, haring pefformedts^reral miracles by 
the way^ approached near to the city of Jerusa- 
lem ; and six days before thie passover, he en- 
tered into Bethany, where he was entertained at 
supper by Mary, the sister 6[ Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead, and who was now one 
of those who sat down with him, Martha, the 
other sister, ministering unto the guests. Mary 
then took a pound of ointment of spikenard. 
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yery preeions, and anotnted Jesus's teet there- 
with, and wiped them -with her hair ; the house 
was filled with the odour of the ointment ; for 
which cause Jodas^ who bore the bag, waa an- 
gry, saying. It might haye been sold for three 
hundred pence> and giv^i to the poor : but our 
Sayiour praised her action^ and said, that she 
had done it against the day of his burial; aad 
that the poor they had always with them, bst 
him they had not 

Whilst the chief priests are seriously deUber- 
ating how they might compasS' bis death aAd 
that of Lamrus also, in order that they mig^t 
suppress the^evidence of so wondrous and con- 
vincing :a.miBac]e; and. whilst Jndas, being in- 
stigated fay Satasi, goes unto them, and entem 
into an agreement with them, to betray him the 
first convenient opportunity that might occur ; 
our Sayiour sent some of his disciples firom the 
Mount of OHves, where he was, to a neighbonr- 
ing village, with orders to loose an ass with its 
foal, which they would find in a certain place, 
and bring them both away ^ and to answer those 
that might ofier to prevent them, that the Lord 
stood in need of them ; thus showing not only 
his divine prescience, but his divine power also 
^ver the hearts of those, upon whom he chose 



to exercise it* The d]8ci{de6fi)UBdcAtt>»i| t^ir 
Master had foretold to theniy and» ha^iAgidx^- 
Guted his commands, they spread their gahnentB 
on the ass, and placed Christ thereon, as it is 
written, '^ Fear not. Daughter of Sson, behold 
diy king cometh sitting on an ass's oolt/' The 
people who were eome to JeriissQeBi o^ aooount 
^ith6 passovcr, heating, that Charist mbs:ab<Hit 
4x» center int6 the ^ily, took l>niil<theE q£ palnls in 
their hands, and preceded him^ at the sione time 
making the airTesaaad with: loUd abdamations 
'<»f;joy: some even spread Jheir-glnrra^ti^ai^ 
otJWB strewed bottghSi'of>.iz)eesf;oii>thfai> ikniQ, 
cryinfg out Hosanna^Mta^thbr^SowiD^'OEtanrid^; 
ViiBisBsed is he that ooilielh ialtfaBmaoniefof^he 
htfoii'^ As he drew neser tQ{tbe>oity,^rS^ur|plar 
wept'o^QfT it, and affeedn^ly? Itnnented^tbcoHteet- 
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♦ «• Hdsanna means, Save; *F besefeclh thee. ' It Vas a 
fipcmiof acolamation, y^mh ^« Jews- used in their ftast 
of tabernacles ; in which alsp. thc^ used to carry boughs 
in their hands, as also to sji^g psalms. Those boughs 
were called Hosannas ; and to bind up Hosannas, is, pro- 
perly to bind up bundles of willctvr boughs, svhich were 
most used amongst them. It is also a form of jessing, 
or wishing well. Thus when the Jews cried Hosanna to 
the Son of David, they meant, Lord, preserve this Son of 
David, this king, heap favours and blessings on him."— 
Butt. Cone, and Diet. 
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n6B that he foresaw impending, in oomeqaence 
of its wickedness and obstinate rejection of sal* 
ration. Upon bis entrance he proceeded directly 
to the temple, and drore oot all those, who, un- 
der pretence of supplying the sacriiees, kept op 
a traffic in the other parts thereof. Shortly 
after our Saviour called upon God, sajring, 
'' Father, glorify thy name. Then came there 
a yoice from heaven, saying, I have both glotiied 
it and will glorify it again.'' Jesus then spake 
to the people of his exaltation oa the cross to 
draw all men to him, to the evident convictioii 
of the Jews for their incredulity* The various 
sects of the Jews endeavoured, by proposing to 
him subtle questions, to catch Jesus in his dis* 
course so ad to have' matter of accusation against 
him ; but he, with surpassing wisdom, extricated 
himself from all these perplexing toils of his 
enemies. 

Our blessed Saviour, having finished his dis- 
courses to the people, and only two days remain- 
ing to the celebration of the passover, charged 
his disciples to prepare all things necessary for 
its due solemnization. Which being done, and 
the traitor Judas having settled with the Jews 
the plan of betraying to them his master, on the 
Thursday evening, (but according to the Jews 
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Friday morning, for their day commences at « 
o'clock in the afternoon,) our Saviour went into 
a large room, which he had enjoined his disciples 
to procure for him ; where being seated, he de- 
clared to them the great and earnest desire he 
had to eat this his last passover with them; and 
it was after they had eaten the paschal Iamb, 
that he washed his disciples' feet, as an eminent 
proof of the great love he bore towards them, 
and to impress upon them the necessity of hu- 
mility and mutual love. And being sat down 
with the twelve disciples, as they were eating, 
JesiHs said, '' Venly I say unto you, that one of 
you shall betray me.'' At which words the dis- 
dples were filled with sorrow, a»d began every 
one to say unto htm, Lovd ! is it 1 1 And our 
Saviour said, *' He that dippeth his hand with 
me in the dish, shall beti*ay me ; but wo unto 
that man that shall betray me, it had been better 
he had not been born.'^ Then Judas said. 
Master, is it I ? Jesus said unto him, '* Thou 
hast said.^^ "^ Judas almost immediately after this 
went out to execute his traitorous intentions. 

The feast of the passover was intended by the 
Jews as a commemoration of their emancipation 

• Ad eastern method of expressing acquiescence and 
assent. 
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fit»n the thraldom of Egypt, wherefore oar Sa- 
Tiour, considering that there could not be a more 
appropriate time for founding a ceremony that 
was to commemorate the universal emandpation 
of all mankind from the thraldom of Satan, chose 
on this evening to institute the sacrament of the 
Lord's Sapper** " As they did eat* Jesus took 
bread and blesa^ it, and brake it, and gave it 
to his disciple^ saying/ Take, eat; ti^s ib va^ 
body : And be took the cup^ and g^ve thanks^ 
and gave it to them, spying, Drink ye all of it; 
for this ia. my> Blood of the New Testament^ 
which is shed for many, for the remission d'aina. 

• V^^jftrnhmmt^ti^itip latHh Supper was afanoit ooi* 

vena)^^<rpte^ yp, t^e ^y p^iiods of Cbrisdani^, 9mA , 
«till continues so to be, ^except by some fanciful sectarians, 
as the Quakers,' tec. This siEUrrament was by the early 
ChriMkns atteuded numbrously and with lihon iitterrals ; 
in £m, it was admiuwtered d^iUy in Boiae places* Each 
communicant brought an offering, prindpajly of bread 
and wine, compatible with his means, of which the priests 
consecrated what was requisite for the adminbtration of 
the eucfaartst. Of the superabundance a portion accrued 
to the clergy for their maintenance, and the remainder 
was appropriated to the kycardiy or love-feasts, imme- 
diately succeeding the sacrament, and of which all the 
communicants, without exception, partook. But these 
feasts being soon abused, they were discontinued, although 
an apostolical institution. 
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I (vil loot drink heacefbrth of this fruit of the 
vine, until that day that I drink it new with you 
in my Father's kingdom." Christ broke the 
bread and poured out the wine as typical of th<! 
sacrifice of hie body and the pouring out of his 
blood for the salvation of mankind.- Moreorer, 
the good effect which the bread and Wine have 
upon our bodies, is emblematical 6f the good 
effict which the thing typified baa apdn our 
souls ; or, as our catediism v6ty properly ex- 
presses it, our aouls are afreiivgtheiied Aodre^ 
freshed by the body and blood of Ghrist, as our 
bodies are by tbe bread and wine. 

The feast of the passorer was instituted tbe 
night preceding tbe ddWerftnce of the Jews, and 
was not only intended to be a memorial of' that 
deliverance, but also to be syii^bolical of the title 
they had to the blaaain^ ot.the' old covenant. 
Id like manner the eacrainecttOf'^e Lord's sap- 
per was instituted the night preceding the sal- 
vation of man, and is not only a memorial of 
Christ's death, but a i^edge to assure us of the 
benefits promised in the new covenant; for our 
articles say, that the " sacraments ordained by 
Christ are not only badges or tokens of Ciirls- 
tian men's profession, but rather they be cert 
sure witnesses, and effectual signs of grace. 



( 
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God's good will towards us, by the which he 
doth work invisiUy in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but also strengthen and confirm oar 
faith in him/' 

About the commencement of the eighth cen- 
tury, some enthusiastic preachers and writers 
urged the figurative language of our SaTioiir in 
its literal sense, and by degrees this idea, ia 
those superstitious times, took such hold of the 
imagination, and was carried to such a height, 
that finally the doctrine of transubstantiation,* 
or the actual change of the bread and wine info 
the real body and blood of Christ, by the ccmse- 
oration of the priest^ was instilled by the <dergy, 
on the spurious authority of papal supremaey. 
But this doctrine is not only contradicted by our 
irery senses, but eren by Christ's own words ; 
for be caUed the wine, " die fruit of At vine" 
after he had consecrated it. One consequence 
of the doctrine of transubstantiation was another 
innovation, viz. of denying the cup to the laity, 
which arose from the fear of wasting any part 

* Luther, the reformer, merely substituted consubstsn- 
tiation^ (or the immediate presence of the body and blood 
of Christ with the substance of bread and wine,) in the 
place of transubstantiation ; and this was a great soiuce 
of schnm among the reformed churches. 
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of the body and blood of Christ. With respect 
to the bread, this difficulty was obyiated by 
making use of small wafers, which the priests 
thrust at once into the mouths of the communi- 
cants; but the spilling of the wine could not 
possibly be always avoided, although various 
expedients were resorted to for that purpose, 
but all in vain ; wherefore a determination was 
ihrmed of denying the cup to the laity in toto. 
But 80 great a change was not at once submitted 
to, and it was not until the beginning of the 
fifteenth century, nearly two hundred years sub- 
sequent to its first introduction, that this inno^ 
vation was established, and from which time the 
priests of the Roman church have restricted the 
cup to themselves. The general usage of the 
apostolical and primitive churches is «t sufficient 
refutation of this absurd practice ; and, if it-were 
not so, our* Saviour himself, as if providing 
against any such error, made a marked difference 
when he presented the cup to his disciples, by 
using the emphatic words ** Drink ye all of it,'' 
which words at once overturn this arbitrary cor- 
ruption of confining the cup to the priesthood, 
and denying all participation therein to the laity. 
After Judas had gone out, to execute his base 
and treacherous design, our Saviour made that 
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admirable discourae to his disciples contained in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of St. John ; 
he also advertised Peter of his approaching fall, 
who, in place of being humbled by this predict 
tioD, boldly and presumptuously asserted his 
firm determination of following his Master, were 
it to bonds or even unto death ; he also consded 
them against their approaching tribulations, by 
promising them the co'operation and inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost ; he then, having previously 
commanded thetn to take arms, led them oyer 
the brook Cedron, to go (as his custom was) to 
the Mount of Olives* When they had arrived 
at Gethsemane,* Jesus constrained his disciples, 
excepting Peter, James, and John, to remain 
whilst he went forward with his three favourite 
disciples to ofier up prayers to his divine Father. 
Being come into the garden, he told them^ that 
he was inconceivably agonized, and in great an- 
guish of spirit, even unto death, and therefore 
he desired them to watch with him whilst he 
prayed. He then went from them about the 
distance of a stone's cast, and falling upon his 
face, prayed, saying, " My Father, if it be pos- 

• Signifying the fat valley. It was a fann or garden, 
at the foot of die Mount of Olives^ and beyond the brook 
Cedron. 
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sible, let this cup pass from me ; nevertheless^ 
not as I will, but as thou wilt;'' thus admirably 
exemplifying the duty of resignation to the will 
of God. When our Saviour returned to his dis- 
ciples, he found them asleep, and said, ** Could 
ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation ; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the fle$h is weak.'' He 
Yfmi away a second time and prayed as form^ly, 
apd when he returned hQ fouq4 tbeqii agum 
asleep* Again he left them and prayed in the 
same words, and when he came,b$iok unto them, 
he roused them, saying th^-t hx^ b^ray^ was at 
hand. ., ,-;.. ji. * -jiL'^.r -iwyi.' -. 

In hia Agony our Sav^q^t ss^®w«fdo30vin«^ 
pre^sibly, that, although, Wiv^l^si,#tee®gttelitd 
by an nagel, sweat .poujr^ frpr^i hHa>aft jt were 
large drops: of blpod*^ Pur.8fiYii)^*rj,.a^. being a 
m^n, was liable to grief M^9^PQw». to hopes 
and fears, as we are ; ". fo^ it,b§hQf0d him to be 
in all things like unto uSi sin jonly ^cepted." 
Moreover, in addition to his >AtimaAiVy,. Christ 
bore on him the iniquity and punishment of us 
all; the sins of the whole wprld lay on his 
shoulders, and he was to undergo the penalty 
of them all. If it were not so, our Saviour's 
Passion would be unaccountable, considering 
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how many people have gone forth willingly to 
goffer torments and death. 

He had scarcely done speaking, when Jadas 
appeared at the head of an armed band, and, 
going up to his Lord, kissed him, (which was a 
sign agreed upon between the traitor and his 
followers, that they might be certain of the per- 
son they were to seize, and thus preclude the 
possibility of escape,) saying at the same time, 
" Hail, Master ;" all which our blessed Lerf 
patiently endured, only saying to him, " Where* 
fore comest thou hither ? Dost thoa betray the 
Son of Man with a kiss ?" He then, so far /iom 
fleeing, went forward, and demanded of tfaem^ in 
a voice so divine and influential, ** Whom they 
sought?" that they all fell terrified to the ground : 
by this means showing that he suflered, not fron^ 
want of power, but of his own free will* The 
disciples would have made resistance, especial 
St Peter, who, drawing his sword, cut off the 
ear of one Malchus, a servant of the high-priest ; 
but our Saviour, so far from encouraging him^ 
checked him, and healed the wound with a touch, 
saying, ** Put up thy sword into its place ; for 
all they that take the sword, shall perish by the 
sword/' Moreover, he said that if he had not 
been already determined to fulfil what had been 
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written of him in the scriptures^ he could have 
prayed to his heavenly Father^ who would have 
sent numberless angels to his assistance. He 
then allowed them to bind him» merely observing 
to the officers^ that there was no occasion to 
have come out armed and by night against him^ 
as if he had been a thief or a murderer ; more 
{particularly as he was every day in the temple. 
His disciples, seeing that their Master had quietly 
surrendered himself to the emissaries of his ene- 
mies, were^ notwithstanding all the exhortations^ 
advice, and warnings he had given them against 
the prevalent notion that the kingdom of the 
Messiah was temporal, so disheartened and dis- 
couraged, that they all forsook him emd fled, ex- 
cepting Peter, who followed him at a distance. 
About midnight our Saviour was conducted 
into the presence of Annas^, the father*in-law of 
Caiaphas, who was the high-priest of that year; 
he answered the interrogations of Annas with 
becoming confidence, for which freedom he re- 
ceived a blow from an officer, an indignity which 
he bore with a divine meekness and patience. 
Annas then sent him to Caiaphas, at whose 
house the chief priests were assembled, and 
where various charges were exhibited against 
him by false witnesses, suborned for that pur- 
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pose ; bat they ooold make no capital chaige 
good against him : at last one accused him ftr 
having said^ That if the temple were destroyed, 
in three days he would build it up again. Bat 
Christ had spoken this metaphorically of his own 
body, intimating thereby his death and resnrree* 
tion. The high-priest then asked him^ Why he 
made no defence against these aeciisatiaas? 
But Jesus was still silent, wherefore the high** 
priest adjured him, by the Moat High God, ts 
tell them whether he were the Christ or v0i* 
Christ then answered, *' Though I should teU 
you that I am he, ye will not believe me, neither 
will ye let me go ; but hereafter ye shall see the 
Son of Man coming in the clouds, and sitting at 
the right band <tf God /' The high-priest fiirtber 
asked. Art thou then the Sen of God ? He said^ 
'' Ye say that I aan/' t The Jews for this as- 
sertion adjudged him guilty of blasphiwy and 
worthy of death; for they considered. tbaft#;iB 
emphatically styling himself the Son of- Maa; 
(an expression in those times* particularly a|if)lied 
to the Divine nature, and in that very aent^ 
spoken by Christ of himself, and so undentood 
both by bis disciples and by^iis enranies,) he had 
unambigueusly claimed Divinity. After this 

* An eastern mode of answering in the affirmative. 
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the soldiers, to curry favour with their superiors, 
endeavoured to outvie each other in misusing 
and ill treating him. 

St, Peter had followed afar off, and through 
the influence of another disciple, "i^ gained an 
entrance into the house^ where he was accused 
by three individuals successively of being a dis- 
ciple of Jesus^ but he each time denied it vehe- 
fiiently, afler which hearing the cock crow, (as 
eur Saviour had fcnretbld,) and at the same in- 
stant his persecuted Master looking back upon 
him reproachfully, he was cut to the heart by the 
enormity of his own sin, and went out and wept 
over his fall with the bitter but salulary tears of 
sincere repentance. 

' In the morning the Jews in k body led him to 
Pilate, the governor of Judaea «nder Tibteius, to 
procure the necessary sanctioft iot his eondemna- 
ttoh and execution. Pilale ' questioned them 
respecting the charges against him, but the 
Jews answered him evasively, that if he had 
been innocent they should not have brought him 
up for judgment. But Pilate upon this would 
have returned him, that they mi^t judge him 
acecflrding to their own law ; but they, being 
bent on his destruction, suborned witnesses to 

* John. 
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affirm that he was. a. lediliowi felknr.; thathe 
incited the people to iwurrectioii, and to lefiM 
paying tribute to Cttsar ; and. that he calkd 
kimaelf a kiog. Whereupon Pilale ialeriDgaled 
Christy who told him that hb kiagdoni waa ^et 
o£thiaw<»id; and that hia only baeiiieta OAOwtb 
was to instruct meft in die- way to ererfaistiiig 
life. Pilate easily, disoevered. oar Samoc'a in- 
neoency, and that the aecusatieae.of the Jewa 
were iU founded and coialicioae^ wherefore h6:d^ 
dared, diat he fonnd no fault «i Inoi, and endear 
wiored 4».preYail ttpoa the Jewa< to fent^e the 
chiirges.i^faMiet him; but they peisiated in thatf* 
wiekedness^ and refused to listen to lue remno-^ 
stranoes^ Pilate^ understanding Aat,he wee J( 
QaUt9ean,s»diwishtiig4o he rid of hao^ seat han 
to fierod, to whose jmaBdiotidBir he hdonged^ apd 
who, on^ aecoaait-ofithe^fi0i8lV'W£ia!theariorji«Ca-} 
salem, Bot Herodjuott haringi dsaard fttnn hiitf? 
2Lny mtraole; as.he aipeetedv voeked him aftd 
sent him baek with eonteiapl. Howefar thi^' 
attention, paid by Pilate toHeiod^ was the 
means oC reeoadliogi them to each, other* fn 
the^ had before been at variances Pilate, re* 
ceived a message frens: his wife^ charging hiai 
not to be concerned in the doith' of that jwt 
man, for that she had been much trooUed. on 



tbi&^ o^eaiBion witk dreiMis i« Ibe niglKt. Bbe 
Pilate, wishing to appease tibe etMioails of the 
J^iws^cdiideaiiiedJeBUB to be s^^urged; tndtbcix 
detiVienkl him to the soldi^ls^ who cruelty ntoeked) 
bitt *f audi in dern^oti of hi6 myal dignity, plaeeif 
^^or6wA of tfaorti» upoft his bead ; ibir aseejbtre 
Aiey puli^ reed into bia hattd^ ahd^idkid himiw 
a purple rob^ -^ the^lheft^bowed^tbekno^'befti^el 
hitb, ^od, btti^ti!iig bnn> si^, Haili, King^of4Jie 
Jews: In ' fiae, they ed (AMieJfbUy enttestod^ 
faiiii^; thtol Pildte thotight tbe pctopie wduU be 
oMill^ed by* a sighl of whatlve bad'SMfieited> umL 
Ahms gbre tip their raooDrowipdhMwIipnc'* But 
he^ had no eooner brottgbt Jesubxlbrl^^' isia^iogi* 
Bebfdd the mao^ tdiaiiy fhe^peoplel %eiiig^>iiifi^iv 
gttlM'lhereto by the pdeets^if^miMed on 'thte^. 
dettMidifoi? his oondemiJAiioQ, aodvthat in>8Ath 
a ^IsnneiKMB' ud* ooiMf^ka:^ liiaiMsr; >as to^ m»ke 
Piifttodrclid a>popukT>ei>iiimohioDikiroai6 of his 
r^Kieitfg aeeeiitt» sd^pertinaciinliff^a re^psetl^i for 
tbey^ bad eteii rejected the pvoposvtidn/ibe bad 
naM^e t^ihem of deUveriiig Christ oRTaceonM df 
die passdver; at whieh time it wasciistoimry 
for the Roman govemor to set ^t Uberty oii4 cer*^' 
Um-pwmit, 88 a gmtifieatieii to4he people t. but 
th^ obitte to hfiv« Barabbae^ yfrkot. bad been 
giiiity^^ sedition, and mwder, deli^eted- rather 

i2 
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than the meek and innocent Jesus^ To indnce 
PUate to compliance, they affirmed that he 
would .show himself to be no friend of the em- 
peror, if he allowed one to go free, who had de- 
clared himself a king, in opposition to Caesajr. 
This represeptatign had its full and desired effect 
upon the fe^rs.ff the gOTemQr;.;whQ, after wash- 
ing his hands, jb^re the people^ and sayipg; ^e 
was not guilty of thci ^ppd pf ,tlw n^m, p^fh 
np^^c^ si^p^iMje. of dsatb^ upj^n our bU^aed 
Saviour, a^d delinen^ him up to be crucified ; 
thus fatally e^i^emplilfy^i^ the power, interest and 
ambition ^, frequently possess oyer justice ^md 
^q[uity,. Fi)^te,vpotwitihstanding his own con* 
siciouwe«f«,Qf jlfh^ innocence of the accused^ ,iMad 
the, ;advice^r0C.h4i^wi^,:. which he ought iohav^ 
re&peeted .as » wafoing from iieav^n^, coixdmped 
Jesus Christj .npt>ouf.Okf7naleTD)ence apd Jipite** 
ful rage# AS tlfe J^im/i^WF OMt<of ai;aricV>i^ 
or coyetous iee^pg^^r r^ JudABfbut only pu^t of 
cowardly tinudity, lest Jus* acquitting one^ wbpm 
he kne'W to be li^noc^nti should .be misrepre- 
sented, at, the >coart of Rome; and he vaijgdy 
thovyht pf) do away the. horrible crime he was 
about comnuttiog, by. an estamal observance. 

When Judas saw that, through his treachery, 
bis divine Master was condemned, he was 



touched 'with* the most poignant remorse, for 
Having betrdyed innocent blood ; whetefote he 
went and restored the money he had received, 
wherewith the priests purchased a piece of 
ground, called the potter^s fifeld, for the burial 
of strangers, and whence it' was afterwards de- 
nominated the field of 'blood. Judas^ when he 
hiid'tfitown down thci Silver itr' the Wnrple, rushed 
o\il and coifmiittcd^tilddet' ^ '' 

ITie' Jews,^htviilg th'u^' 'with' dlflteultir pro- 
ctireii the condemnatlbn 6f J^us,4^m^diately 
jirbceeded to the execution of ^e! baMkrfdus sen- 
tence: they therefore loaded him* v^itlH'thfe cross 5 
for it was the custom of'ttfe'^Rotiiirii toiause 
nialefectorB, coridemtidd 'fio^bB etik\AeS,'t6 besti- 
£heir own i<aT>sses^to the'pkide'of eiebutldti/i^hich 
at^J%ruMlfem%as Mdutft ©AWfar^,* ted' whither 
the JeWs^ ac^}<«tilt%l:f fctodsa^a^^tbfefr |)iigoner, 
BW seehtg-Jfeitii^ (%feoA^ litr=m6lk «^rfts were ex- 
hausted by sustaining so^any tatisefriefil) feinting 
tinder the weight of th^ekjhissj^'lhey -Constrained 
on^ Sknon, a Cyrenian, who waa returmng from 
the fields, to assist him^ attended by the insulting 
shouts of the people that followed him. Being 
arrived at Motmt Calvary, (where tWs great 

♦ signifying the place of a sltuU. • ' 
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sacriflee ims to be made, m whoie effieacmis 
virtue alt ages were to pattioipttte,) lie was lint 
offiifed wine mingled with myrrii, to make hin 
leraeeMtUeefpain; bnthevrfmedit. At length 
tbey etripped bim, and nailed him tothe onMB be- 
tween lW0'tbiefea,wbe were led to execwtieorfong 
witb'hhn, «iliat(iem%httheb^ler|Mb»forwtteTil 
doer. Hifl eprecdtioneie, aceeidinp to wluit had 
be^n propfaetiied, ditidbd^hie gwaeniev and eaet 
]o^, whfotfhottU bare bit vest, wtnefa wae aS of 
one pieo$. -^Om ble«eed Savtottr, ae a Aeef^ be« 
fei<eite'she«fera is'datnb^ ao be opened not bis 
mouth', "^fi^^g >itt pn^er ftr hie pereeetttem, 
beMnee tlkkfiimw not tdial tbey dkl ; but tine 
di^hie^ ^ib^imktoe ted stfeetiondMKsked not; tike 
^nsuUrdrbitf^neAfieiEr, #b6,'wagging>«heivhteKli, 
said, ^^Tbelii 4t^itite«ro]fii^ tfae'l^taple'of dod, 
and r^efldeMfit itrSlM» di^^; new gave thy^df. 
Tf thon bi'ri^'S^il M>Ood,<Mme^4o^n fiftmi' Ae 
tsroiir/'' The -Rl^^ah iMridkirK miewici^; «t4i(» •el- 
ti^Mkd to >8ee ihe sentence pMperiy exeeuted, 
joined in'ioef&ng and tormenting him, niid when 
he tbinrtiM ifttMhexoese of eoffering, one of €b»n 
bmttiiy offered him vinegar to drink. Even <me 
^th^ i^alefiictors did not spare him, (m bote- 
viled faim, and insultingly said, '' If thou be' die 
Christ, save ibyself,and us that suflferwitih thee." 



But the other, being suddealy ^eoUghie^Mia 
Us soul, and wonderfoUy ooBvetted in liis Jbeait, 
robuked .his* blaspbeming^ aoB^fivmm, :«ad lottdiy 
cncdaamed^ That thair' Aofferingi) tsterie aecorctiag 
io 4heir misdeeds, biit tH«tf Jesus biid dene ne* 
thsKg siBoiss^ ThtoaddressiBg'htmsdfta Christ, 
(whom he kne^itoibeiKtrt^ moi^liQlhierrsoift tiien 
' f flatteldid; when(]te«aisied<tbef8iipei!s^ptk«^4o 
'bei hffixed'cmndfte erdst^){ hetlie«ibl]f^ pfiqred<'fi»r 
'(faiSi renes^fafsnce^enf W<cltiiteT<iiiWh^ hiog- 
Abm; wlttsh it9qiBM9^ Hi«r /SarrJt^r gyeipioiiely 
g^nted, sstd piDotised ihatrhitiefMii^al^^iAldr be 
that day viA him m.^wradijie.^ nTliis i^etav^e 
is considered by mmy 4if i»©ft asj^Apdeiwrt ^- 
markaUe exafniple ^ll^tfoi^QeiMilN^^ifmEMJs 
of Cturisfi&Bity i for rtll^ thi^'^i^^nrNiaAeP' ^as 
<iKhteii( iQuriat. wi^t degmfW Bt^;TttiiejteiVP»M«F^n 
itfben^ naaed. Her Jfe^:«ir(^fftMt floy»|ftfpj^,p»a^?fec- 
ler/j andf it Jtwsralep |iF0Oia(i %<s«>s4^r<^l .^wolpi- 
ftiofi tod pr«m(]itiiFe^p^^,i^^H4^ of simi^s 

^falling' into wiet^M^s^^es^ a9^ 4^paw:.i ^or^- 
^ater^it is an argasaent apuast.tJiie^Rpman.Ca- 
' tfadic doctrine of purgatory, or temporal pimisb- 
jpaent; for Christ said. This da^ tiioa sbalt be an 

heaven. Je^us,, seeing bis mother and bi9 be* 
Mloved di^eit^lle St^ John staadingitogelb^riatitbe 

foot of the eross, in the most emphatic w — ^- 
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HBOomtntoltd he* to Im pfotection. About iht 
flDCth hour* therer fras a fiopematoral darkness 
over all die feud, qh^ the ninth hour, and about 
the. ninth hoar, Jesus cried with a loud votce^ 
sasrtDg, EK, I^i, tema-sabaehthani ? That is to 
say. My Ood^ my Ood/lrhy hast thou forsaken 
nw t Somd of %he ^ectators said. He calls'for 
EliaBy let«firsee^if Eliac^Will ooini°i tod «ate hnti. 
When he'ktie#ifhH«f he 'had abeom{di8bcd a& 
tiiingft40%heJ€laiM obcUmkatieerof nirhateYerhikd 
been' feratoM'bytbe proj^bets oohicenting hbn, 
for a eo^Hi^M ^kSthe^Sftid,^'! thirst/^ And 
liaving'talr^.afit^letittegar, and recommend^ 
hib ionlr^nt^hbPttth^'s hatids, he bowed dowtt 
MiPh^^^dtia ^Id^tv^-his^ ghost. 

^fl of ih^ tet^>t6';f 'ivhb))«tided tfte Aoly^lace 
from the holy of holies, was retit'ft6Hi'iop^t6 
botti^m; ihe>^rih ^UitkeS'/ thef stones' were s^it 
asunder, tb^ ^^S'i^tftM, ftoin whence sereitd 
arose) and' dpp^ar^i fo '^^ny in Jerusalem'. 
These'mirftcttk)^ atid'&fupetnaftural erents censed 
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t The reudii^ of the veil of the temple is considered 
to have been a mystical intimation of the supersedence 
of the Jewish reHgion by that of Christ, ivhlch is open to 
allipdt^lejfuid ell nations imder the «iin. . t... ^ 



th? Roman centuriozi^ wb6 commaaied tim-^ish- 
dwra that watched the bodies^ M confer, UkaA 
doubtless this man wa^ the Sonef Gofi^ ^and 
they, that had before mQckeddjid9oc6ed at him, 
v^tvtTued back, smiting <heurbreaeft ifiantigoiay 
of grief for what th^ bad been gnflty of; 
. .;TJ^e,Je.wB being desii?ous Hfbt the ocwidenined 
Bf|r?piH5,^nigbt net continue.cwi th^^Jroeew duribg 
fhe pRS^ipg^^bbatli.tvbiehwte ateoitha* of their 
p^9y^i:, Tequ^sted that thek^.teg^'mi^ be 
bfofeeni tpiia^ten their df»tfe{t\^cii(,fewif ooia- 
pU^ with, the-fioidiers baf^l^ ^J^ ef tfee 
two .others, bnt not thoee-of ffeffug^fl^an^itbey 
%nd him already dead ^ w?j^rtM«fi^}[C^jef tft0 
soldiers, in ofdei^to $rsc^rtpiftrth^ffa§t,'piero€!d 
}^\^ side witt^a sp^a? ,, ^h^gei^wa^ i5»\tjy<Jod 

t,)^|Osef*r, of Arim^rtheifej^Bf^ pfTrl^^^lJismpJffii 
^W>Wgh no* >€4fow Rasa?|d»p4i;i«w«»g ^t he 
w,%&,:deadii came a^d .ie(][iieeted the body of 
Pilate, to bury it; which being .grapit^4;beM^as 
joined in this glorious work by Nicodemus, (who 
now, when necessity called, feared noH td ^me 
boldly forth,) and, having wrapped up th^ |)re- 
cious body in a linen cloth, with some aromatic 
drugs, they hastily laid him in /a Jiewis^stlohff^ 

i6 
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thavaout of a TCttk i» a giMbn ^fmx iMm tovrti. 
Thencit>iiiQrni0g« throi:^ the diUgmce of Ibe 
leifB, end by the aBthority of Pilate^ Ae ae|Mil- 
cfate was sealed and. goaided, loBtim4mAfie» 
abonld steal .tha My, and Aen a0if»:t)iat he 
wae risen, oa he hiaiflelf had- fcrMold thai- be 
should^ Bui they wei« oounleiiEicted by Aeir 
awn deriises^ for, by their care toprevtenlfthe 
venirreotam of Christy ihayooiiBMo^tikbftn^ 
ftistiUe proob. '>^« -j- • !• '<* /■• 

' . OurSarioKT<mu9 laid m tbe aepiBidu'e'ahoiit 
^fitmr o'dkockoif the ^Friday alkerncMmy«iiad raty 
aariy oh thft fiiatidfqp Hitaung.theie arose a gaebt 
ffttgfhqqabe,aBBd)ilteaaB^ ef thfiLeord^ denewod 
ling (froin[fhea^iiB%;iiriled away thfi stone vbich 
ihy.be%erillielj(;i^lMl^ andsat'Sheieoii:r hii 
'eyas^sboiffi bUili^biniiigyjetad'bia griirnteitta^iwe 
as'whitei^aeqow^/i ^(Tbejgtiifda.'wmN^SQialrickcn 
with teitoc!^ llhatfteyjfaSbtedftQiDFiTiMy &ai» aiiid, 
trb^ thj^ihadisMiJ^iidia^.ittoamred, diey J^^ 
jcsned> to . Jenisskm ^iosd .unaoiinoed vhat -bad 
fa^ppnldd. The 'priests^ having' coneaHed tb- 
gatfabr^ooald uoA derine a. better nemedy Gqf ^ 
Hiing' sd 'etident, than iobribe the foUieia ito 
897/'' IHoat whilst tb^alept, ^ disciplee caaie 
>akid :>st0ie the body away ;^' at the same time 
fnoitiiiaig:* to. m»ks tb»r peace with Pilate ibr 
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OF Jtmrnsvusi^ixsr^AT fTS 



Oliitet iievBr dfti^ to prrodaee tiiei««idiei9Bdto 
<ioQl»adi(^ the subsequeiit^^isiertianB of (be apei- 
tie$> ^wikieli is an mi^iiiesteUfttpfoflJvof tii&rediity 
of the Tesumdjum : xitiievwifli AaymnidL nerex 
liia.^m mxMt^iBachtstkki^m^^ of 

miJaiyfatfaig^&ftJtBatmoiiy/of ^to JaatifJas;. 
•ii'Intefaetqieah time Mary .Mtfgxbleney (wn^ Mmy 
^^Ikf^L^dahQ^iaMooafnd lotber- k^ljr^ wisiilAa; oame 
early to the sepulchre, to embalm. tb8>te>dy tisth 
I8fiitt6s^ ii(ndjc|«^ did wat^i^^'^axguetl^iitdxlgst 
ttemMre^itriioaloniid roS aiiy^ayr^hiofltoiie^ddiiU; 
^dmfi ttpthBbjaMsi^lxK duer a«;faikl&eLfi) Bat,;;fl»y 
it^ece^^abirtelkbaly ii8tbipihed(4kd)8BEe,£tiiipfniiaB9l 
^tim(HSv>)ihtiklthey7WftieI^ejDwbki/{n^ §nd 
4Jte tbiG^iadiighA fbc^^ liJlai^M^attQeiilesbQrdy 
JBOvpettodkitla^liithbiilK^iiidd^i^^ si0d^,f;9«kd 

-hoiyNVMAbeb3fpenDiiif6sitediiD9et]i6^ 

hnk t'vdw, irndkbydinsi imse lOBbaiaBifledJtoxMarxy 

tfaeinimsito Sit^vBeter^ioBhctheiidth^dM^P^- 
'Ufsdu thia Peter ahd Jdiix^baiii^to ike aepiddhre, 
iGmd'fdand not tha bady1^ere(i>abd whilst th^y 
if0(»a*a, Msfy Magdalene, persifliug^iiLilx^r,^* 
iiioii of U& being stolen, sat dookro'tiyaiig'^ttbe 
sipitftehife, when tm> angefa^ onoat^theiliea^^ 



ax^itlie olber «t 4ha foot 4^ the pteee wlmre ihe 
b^y.hadbeeBj, i^ipeimd, «iid Mkedlur, Wliy 
abe , wept ? She veptied|. Because the body of 
Jesua had beea femoved ahe kneN¥ not Kirhither. 
And the ai^elatbeti $M, ** He ia.iiot here^- but 
\% risen^ w he foicilold.^ Come, f9ee the plaoe 
where th^ jKsrd Jay^r apd ge^qoickly and tett his 
djwip)w,.t)i9t te h#$.fi9ea ftotnitfaeidiMid^ and 
bebpld iia 1 99001 M(H)9 ycMrmttii Gslilee^ theito 
4baU,^8^iii|iv"; (J^u# hiyn$elf)alM» appeafed 
tocher,* wborarat .fiijitbi >a)9rii|g' to idieidcmkiDeBs of 
tb^ dawj^br »be .imito^ £p^ the fnwleaer; bttf; 
ss^ii|g^imM}^mei|a di^tioctly J^nowii, ahe faeaftk 
hic^.i^i^ J9(^ ^pd 4misalatk>n^ bidfa^ g|0 and 
te)^ thia^flpQf^^^w^bm ifttbe tot appearanoe 
whi^itbe'jgl^pf^jdmo^' of our Saiibur after 
his resufr^ctioQb oWd tjh,i«i Wpinlyrwiia/tberptf^ 
severing' (^7^,.pf>i|th(9rf.traIy'4ioaT0rt0d. .siomlr 
recQoapeni^ad^i I'l-jjO ' i '. •• -fl - i •• r j 

Jesus Aei^ (ippi^red to. two .Of \m AieeipLesv^ 
as they were &^vi% tQ.Bmmaas;one of which wasi 
Cleopbas^and the otbiBff usapposed to bare been. 
Luk4.< When tbey were tonyersing upon what 
bad ^ppened to their master Jesas^ he^ in tha 
d iiiguif^ oCa traFeUer^ joined them, and obscured 
their eyes tp prevent recognition. He then asked 
them ^boiiubjectof their discourse, and the -cause 



tiiat it *w«is wonderftil that b^ ateifie*^a#^utf^ 
ijfiiafkrted with the late moia^nlod's obeUft^neiid 
at Jernflolem ; how JecaH) of-N£ttai^'6ftlr, kpvophtk 
nbgbty'io word and deidd/ before ^God -and 'ah 
the feoplk, bad been ^ruelfied^h^o^h Ihe malice 
efxthie^hief priestfiiJaild irttfeEdci^tihd'tiow hh dfS'^ 
tisjpkn bad i^raist^vk hh ^be^ ti^ Mebakrh ;^ btyt. 
AenJtbisiWfli^ th(Bf^thitd d^ iiiilee¥(gt^6k place: 
IsEfivevth^lcB^f tliftt^ithbf b^^ (>e^4d^ri^d by 
ibe^'tepdb'bf (ihe' hi^ly ^Woiirdti/arid^'th^t %hbi^ 
tbaaut had! gone to tfaei ^eptlt^bte^tb^ inveGitig&fid 
fiieiifiy^,.bad^a]|d ihHitkutmoAmi^lku^^ %tftf 
flittt in elfftot the bddy^«»^«teltim'4kl^^<bi]^M.^ 
Qiir:Sam«r, admittnig t^^ Qiselpi^Hihoyd tell 
hkn ail «h«tr was hede^^i<^nM^d^ce>{ih^ it6 

chiimed,i>0^itfdett6ibk'4n<atldisl^liet^fag'^ the 

prophets have foretold! Ought n6l'€»iHW lo^ 
h«i^QiBt^t«d theiMf'thiil^/ifitld'l&ftd 'eht^ ifito 
Imr^yl' And'b§g(tt^ii^ #i«t^ Moi^e^i; md 
ffmg thrtmgh witfr all 4hi9"pw>ph^tev"'h'ei ejc^ 
podtided to them all that 'h(:id bloeii eaid of btmr) 
When they were come toEmmaus, they kneW IJlni' 
by the breaking of bread; whereupon h^vaifrii^hed 
from tbeir^ sight, leaving them ov^reoride with' 
astonishment and admiration. They immediately 
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r«tilfii0d >to J^ntfiakm, and decjktfed UBtDtbe 
rieren whathkd happteedto tkem* AMiktf 
wem speaklngv Jesos appeared in the midst ^^ 
tbem»' and aaid> Peace be auto ]fou« Bvt Acy 
were aknnled, 'fai dwy* ettppoeed bin t» be « 
phanteayi Uoweyec, ^eine lapsoTcd iheir feam 
and dKnbtiy teHin^ tfluonvthat ^ eipbit .had Bot 
flesh :aadi bones* a£» beiUasIr^ andife^confirmotipD 
kr sbowadihem^his haoda^kfs iwt^ tBdhisssidefi; 
WheD'fhejfiiMia'in aii jjostkajr ofl jdyiia>irieelriaij 
Jeews^td nniioveil«^ic)seiidyuly«flaldi^ 
thenl, .whether ilhfe]/r]iadi wf.iimgitoitAttl aad 
in tiieiff'si^htibeoateu iittle of broSed fldhf, aad 
soihe'Aoiiej?../"o )^ '." '« .i -« - / •.". 

. vAAftberis thrfeiappeiiranQe&ttokjpktie on^thi^ 
dn^.i^biuisMivoecAionc/t At)tIie/timeo£/theilaii 
iiienti6Md,<tf ihejtfiree/^ESiomaa ehantiadiiiot to 
be with them; JhilbwJ^tf hei#etiiiaie6v^tbe'>»ol 
toIdfbiixi.thailithfif bbdisieniiesiil.' £leiipsw6ifed, 
TbJithe'WooMneraiA^eliefiejit^Molms.mtkhiBami 
eye» bei Mtv Ibe^daadia of^ Hatb, and Ut 4Ji6 
wonndB' wilht his omr htmdst Having mmauied 
fiom:)n.hiir4iabelb(; whiehhaaproTiedsousefolU 
cure Mil of o«m, eigfbt days after our Sa;7io«r apr 
p^s^rodagMO: suddenly in the midst of tbsdeveB» 
Thomas heiagtlien with them« Andhaviag^eD 
theoi hiapeacei be plainly aignifitd, tiiathe then 
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appemrod tO'd^poteenTboiMftaf hia inefadulityi 
^fur.at.the wmt ihne iha4:;lie ! showed hia^fe^ 
Md bands^ he said u^Mi^nh Put thy ingecoa 
^toe aftarksv and .thy^hand itita nK^.wAimiiled 
aade^ eiad benDt-iaaieKlulaM, faoit JbdieTe; Tfao^ 
mas^heraaiioo w|» kmnMioiteljriekfligbteaed io 
hie toul, 5flai«t cveBfiioweBeft wiA )hglf:n|)tinre, 
OKyiBgi Qtit(, Mgr liind alndtiBji Cbd;* )A]kb ihisus 
«)taeii butriccgeitft^c^&ofiCiiristfefdiiskisly^^for 
UDkbB'lBia)h^d( BeeRfAlsffiky the rwooUl doubtdesbfy 
IiQfiea-^fahkildiTlKHild&fecvl^eielceeflaioE htstseai; 
bofc so &r'fD^iii'ftfa«l{^ h&iAardiinateiihun^.Thou 

happy are they who have not seen, iuul'yetibe« 
li^?e;' Bi^oiH'SlmairBppeairii^g'ob ttieiSuAclay 
lu^senilied (asdt 4ii^re) totioOdMcnkte {KicaKdit^y 
td faiiniKifritdiie firatod^.ofidiejv^edk.tand byit 
teasupetfsefleitiiid'JewisbasitiblUft.. ''' ': 
. L Thefipoeibs.liffV^)fefl Jiilp^etoi^1x)^r^ 
ioolO' €taklee,'«ik»rdiifig'j|&>iw^&aVioar^S'<i^^ 
hd showed! liiaiarif ii^^ fl«la94di^^sy4oif Tfteritu 
iDMseTea of theib, whixdi^ were KPet^; Thi>inas> 
James and John the soaa of Z^^dto; NtiihfiUMUil; 
and two oAem; and fre«i lim eboi^'y' by 'Ms'di^ 
YJne power, he pioeured them a gveat difaiigM 
of fiabfs, when they had fruitlessly t^Sed the 
wholct^ni^t. By this mraele^ Peterkiie^ hiiin^ 
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forifitta! 4ie duflkiDMs of the iAvm they htu^ no% 
recognized him from their vessel, and cast hioK 
self inio the sea to cone the sooner to hi^. 
Coming ^all to land tbey saw a fish dr&uimt^ 
whento be hade, them jom sooie of tbeir-fob, 
and wade UieHir eUt: wkh ihifs^ Aft^rwanls he 
drew fMnlPetl)ra librM^bld.^iofessiQA of IM« 
lofe^.tooffose il)to Jiimtaipl^deDJfat of rhios^^^d. 
tbrf» iBepaBite.t times rehestsMsh^ him ia^tbe 
office irmn whi^hoheseem^rf^ have fiilkn ^ he 
obsimrtly fbret^^m> that he aboiiktbo'eni^ 
fied^wrfciaold Itg^ and would not Jiave hi». 
conoarnTfbiin^f iivUb^whalt waa to become ^f 
John, at the same time intimating that John 
would Kvc to see the destruction of Jenisalem. 
^Wbeni thstjaleyea h^ betaken themselves to 
the mounftainin'-Gaiilee, on which Jesna had 
enjoined them to meet him, they saw him there, 
and .worshipped, him; and St» Matthew says that 
some^dottbied ; buAtfirom the 6ontext.it iS'Cvideiit 
that the tipoBtle means lihat they doubted whedier 
it was Jesus, while he was yet at a distance, and 
approaching to them ; for iu the next ven^ we 
find, *'- And Jesos tame and spake unto them." 
Ht there imparted unto them a more particnlar 
explication of their commission, for the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and administration of bi^ptism 



iii4bie^ tiame of die Pkiliep; >Sm^> iitiidLifidl]^"^ 

bap«iised4s admitted' thity 4' piatftibi^timi ;of tiie ^ 
heAeAasf tk»d ' ble^^ftgs • fitmrt ifafect^i thd gospel; 
provided «hat%ucbi{)ijriibfii''aMfe«^oibriiifi».«r£^ 
nan^ei^, tdtiote; ft»4 cMed'i»t^tdtidtaVldidMtrtPeA 
in^^tf^^6klrfet]bi!l>>i^^n&ll^'4(rbidb ^biJAiefiioi^em:^ 

ex]l»eddty'4]iiJtit«ied^^by>iiW^fMi^dk^^l^ o^tindi^ic 
gim»hteMtiIf^ >fo«>bl» t^Islitify ^d, itllal^dnbfisiaii 
p^oii Were befptized h^€oMf>tkit)WB&mklBBi^^ 

'• '^ '* '*. •." ■"•" v'i'-i^ oii'iiJ« 9/it :tJ3 ^flfio' 
* Baptism is derived from fiftirro^^ to wash, and. was 

originally performed by trin^ immefsioH^ 'men'Dy'tfftfe'' 

afifbbiOA; yfd'l^tfy4^i^li3h{^ ^p4r#dy;^tei^^ ilcPlfc'i^t 

rule ad Ivd^tiwiii j]yM;rip|«ir^d^hli»ie)iillii^ , 

equally efficacious. Formerly milk and honey were taken 
directty'skbsequJsht to'thfe'6ercmony'6f baplS3Ai;'ancf' tli6' ' 
pe^lbtk^bdpdz^ H^^atdic^rdrfediiiL Whifi&>g^tmftrits^>laa)r&* 
pT^mt4v^.thid^ puriijy ^.^ei^^^^, ^^i^it^ij,!. ,^,^(p 
th^s practice the day of pentecost^ quq of the established 
days for baptism, was called A^Hite-sunday 6f Whit-s!uli- 
day/' Andentiy the stated 1imes'fl[^ba^s]^; e9i^((tii(^ 
in cas«$ i6f exiseme neqesslt^^. WBie>£a0terj^ftiWiiits|^^ r < 
tide.; Bagti^p, ^ a religious q^renjw^, .y^^j i;^at,/>^ily, : 
instituted by Christ, and adopted by Christians^ but was 
also in alinost' universal use amongst the! jew^' 'dnd' 
HeiMtietig/' *^" '»■ ■• ' i*-- ''■'>«- ' ^-< '; *•'• "^ ..•" 
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wt^ the fotpel ooreoant: '' Except a man be 
bom of water and the Spirit, be cannot enter 
into the kiogdett of God/' Mofeover, he fadd 
oot ererlailing etlt ation to etich as beUerod and 
weve bafitiud: '' He that bdtereth and le bafi* 
tiled dhal^be sefed." Wheiefim^woarartidb 
•a]r9» f^BmpthmiBinfH only 'a ngo^rf profeeekm 
end amk o£ dtfieienee^ whttiebij^ Cbrietkaiitien 
aet<li«eemed A«m elheni thatfao not chriiteoedl; 
but kiaaIeoiaeign^ffegeiperbtioA<irnevrbiMi, 
wherpbgr,;a8 bjr an inetruiaent^ ibtf that mocin 
baplMitt tfigfatly are grafted into the dnirth ^ the 
prooiisea of the forgtveness of mn, and of »oiir 
adoption to be the eons of God by the Holy 
Qfaoet^ toe mibly signed and aMilod ; liiiAh is 
ooa&nael;' 'and^igiaee increased by ^rvtae. of 
prayef uillo'Grod.f' ' .-■'.■^ 

WhenChrietanetitfAM baptiAn, b^inadedio 
reetrictioivi lOr: Mcq^JHtta > (whatever, bat Aid, 
" Go yej-aaditdadt. aUrnttiim$, baptoing^timn 
in the name (rf> (die Father^ and of the Son, dnd 
<^ the Holy Ghoet/' The diecqiles to wbom Ihk 
ii^ttiicticm was ^ven were Jews, and eonse- 
qnently w^re in the frequent habit of seeing in- 
lants baptized, wherefore they would naturally 
infer, that their ooamiisaion was to baptize^ par- 
eons of all ages Without any reserre : fdr ^hmt. 
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in enjoiniDg a ceremony of this sirfemn 'tod siB- 
liotis 'kind, could not possibly faaire >onlttli^ 
-mentioning it, if any limitatiioa had be^n 'in- 
tendled. And it is evident tkat the aposHles 
iinderstood him in the genial sense, E(iiiee'th«y 
te^tifc^ wfade £i;aitli6s at onc^r Mo^^^er, the 
imty donbtamongthe ^laHy Ohvssdiinff iipoir this 

fetmdd heforei the- e^hth^dayryiletth^'^iidwii 

;ffrtee> bmiift; accoirdiiig M tlk^ '|tt«^cei kr ciVciAn- 

joi»oii*; ^d, AAA Kfs&itimL hwrhiig t^ettconitidei'dd 

«k an ^African synod, A.D.12&4^'it'#tt$:d&tdtiBliMd 

'that sndi delay was 'not neccMafy. ' P%mIo-» 

tbej[)tisiii* ^as tbereiferd enjmnped'ibyUhe «brfliie 

-fotiilddr;^:otfr religion' to bisi trnnfiddiatovdui.. 

^oipi€^;(nrae«isidby thoprinntii;<e(<Shfiii^^ and 

consequently to be observed by >a}I^hD pvpAas 

othefaodvei USsmmi oflAPSterue^gasp^lii'^ ^ 

^ i^ dpobsdf» i^^d^^tc^iKifl^et^s^irasfy A^af ^tm- 

riisstit;jopon ^Ue aivM'*r^oii8ibfIfty tbey'iTOur 

Iwheii^tbey pmmise in * ibe iioriaek' ofrlilie htlktfts 

^idne ofes6rvaaloe of the^ doctfinetr and '^reo^]rt8 

of Ito gospel, and howtlie^aftandl pledged 'until 

A^are released From their pn>ixiis6S by th^'^hil- 

iiltoi, whendieyavfiTe i^t adoe^agOf Npeadmg 

tb^se promises in their own name% tbe^ tr^hl 

not so l%hdy and incoiiBiderKtely (ab th^ too 
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frequently do) take upon themselves a dut j of 
sucli moral and religioas importance. They 
little think that they are answerable to the Al-- 
mighty for any neglect they may be guilty of in 
piiepariiig their respectire charges for yirtuonaly 
and eonscientiofitfy confirming the promises 
which had been made in their names by their 
sBvetiei. Fdw have sufficient regard for their 
own souby mnch less have, they for others ! 

Our Saviour having continued on earth fdr 
the space of forty days after his resurrection, of 
which ^ gave ineoritestable and numerous proofs 
to hill disciples^ to the end that they might be 
witnesses tfaeiTeof ' to the whole world, he lastly 
met ihett'^ aind' led them out as far as Bethany, 
aikd h^ Mftisd up fais hands, and blessed them : 
and it' came to pass while he blessed them he 
was "parted fndm tbetiii,' and caH-ied'up into 
heaven/^'' Immi^at«^ preeeditig his conduct- 
ing them to- Bethany to witness his ascension; 
he had erijoined them not to depart ftom Jeru-^ 
salem till they had received the Holy Spirit,* 
which he had promised should proceed from the 
Father and himself, to be to them a comforter 
and ccM>peni,ior : and perceiving that they still 

* Ghost in Saxon signifies Spirit; 




retained notiou&.of ihia temporfil glpry^hdnbadt 
diyeuted them from it, by forWddiugitbeiM'^o 
inquireof the times aud seasons lyjhpjcb. €fdd iHtd 
preg^rved ia his own power,* . , ,*/,.: 
.The disciples bad.oot. abiaretiie teiitiiiioiiy of 
their own eyes of Christ's asoe«WDKbHt% that 
qlwsfils,vf^v§ %wn?ed o^ iiifJ|itb^c:heLliad. aSf» 
c^j^^^d; for/' whil^ they itoofcedste^fifttly towwd^ 
heaven^ ^1 be , weut. ;iip^ b(^hold,.'twQ: ipdn.. stood 
l«.AW inj.\yhite.^BR?irel ; .)vh?P^,ftlm:liaidfc Ye 
nft^n flf, G^itep, iwhy rt^udG»evrgwii^39*jiiri«>- 
K^aven? this same Jesus^ «t^hich oifs^- ta^^ . lip 
from you into heaven, shall so -Gpme:in JiJte V94xk^ 
ner a^ ye have s^en him go iiktc^.h^mn^^,, This, 
evidepce i^aa,^Uy sufl5c^tb4>I^AftOhri§fl!l»d^ 
asc?i;ide4 in the sight ofr.tl»e:^hQf§ (if j*fi feWteir 
PWRlfi^iit vould have pnejvj^i^jth? 4R§;©xercist? 
o^tlftit^ir tfee^ fliain,^jl^pj^i#t^Wi^i)tof ^Iv^tiQQj^, 

inppmpatible. . • Th^, di^cjipl^ jiftvitig^tQheJ* IA91 
gl^^Sr.asp^sioQ, 01,^1 w^sfeippisd) .him, aiid 

*. Jtapiiears foam a^tiq|tifly^.jl;h9A^piJ^t^.l|afi.^^ 
Tiberius concerning our Sayiour, and that the emp^roF^ 
proposed to the senate, the patting Chrisffe image ^mong^t 
thiaiiuvibdi 6£tfae Oods;^ iuidj tlU)Ugh divine 'jireyfidei^iJ^' 
prevented the senate doing it, yet the emperor strictly 
forbade any pfscspeujioft of the, ^^Ihriaj^iafPiS, 



4 * 
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relanitfd jojf^fiiUy to Jarusaleni, and wtito ooii« 

ttefltty in the temple, praising and blaiiing God. 

Ten days after Christ's asc^ision, on the day 

of pentecost, * the Holy Spirit f was seneWy 

* The feast of pentecost, signifying fiftieth, was cele- 
brated fifty days after the first ripe com offered up to 
God during the feast of the passorer, and was intended 
as a thanldgipving lor the ooamisiieeoienr ef die whtat 
harvest. At the pa^sover thej ofibred up ^ib^oihu^ 
ley, but at pentecost two wheateo loaves* 

t The evangelists concur in making sin against die 
Holy Ghost unpardonable, thenceforth theTlihrati^ and 
othor MDtB asKrasd that tq^entante it not accqpted t>f 
God foe certain, sina committed subsequent to baptism; 
and again, other fanatic sectaries contend that man after 
he has once received baptism, and has had the divme' 
grace imparted to Mm, is* in a state of slMOlute impeeca* 
bttity. But it 18 evident diat nu against the Holy. Ghi«t 
consisted in rej^ting the final testimony of the truth of 
the gospel — (the gift of the Holy Ohost to the apostles,' 
and the miracles they wrought throng^ the extraordinaiy 
agency tttei^eof in eiiiiii iimioneftfisir doctrine>^HHidiin 
parsevyni»gly and blindly assigping these wondars to t^- 
influence of Satan ; for if a man rejected finally the mi- 
raculous operations of the Holy Spirit, and ascribed them 
to an evil cause, nothing, consistent at least with man^s 
frea a^cdcy, oonid ev«r hriag oonvictian tactile mind of 
such a refffobate sinner^ and dierelbre that he stood in 
certain danger of God's eternal wrath. With respect to 
inq>6ecab^ty, it is so manilesdy absurd, so inoonsiBtent 
Willi free will and human nanue, so coataaey to our e»> 
perience, and to the express tenor of scriptme, that it 
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impurted. to the apastle»y by tlm: ^^ of J^n* 
guftgaa^ and on the same day, at the ftral 
pve^tehiog of Peter, 3000 squIb weie oooirerted 
tO'lfaa faith, ctf Christy and wernifaaptbed^.in hia- 
name. And by the assiduity, piety, and charity 
of its members the Christian community of Je- 
rtijsalem.waj^ daily increased by the addition of 
ncaari:meiinberft« Some time after tlua Sti Beter 
aiM! St. John wrought the miracie of curing the 
mafi that had been blind forty years, eveii from 
tb,je,d&y of his birth. 
: Great zeal was exhibited' by these {Hsnative 
Christians in contributing then* Worldly' gtiodsr 
and possessions for the support of the .poorer 
brethren: Baniabas.the.Le¥ite4rbut1piQri;ijUi Cy« 
prtis, andwlio afterwasds wasazealousi^propa^ 
gator of the gospel, especially signalizfed 'himself 
ou this occasion, as many others also 6^, by 
diapoaing of tbei«ihouaes<attd landfi^ ajmLd^l^fier^ 
ing the price to the apoatles; to'disposel of if for 
the general welfare. But one Ananias, witb his 
wife Sapphira^ being guilty of heinous hypiofurisy,. 
were at Peter's ytBvd stricken wkh death by the 
hand of the Almighty. 

needs no refutation. Nevierthcless, this monstrous and 
impious doctrine ^ras asserted by the belifevers in absdute 
predestination. . 
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The high-priest,cfaief of the Saddocean party, 
and those of his faction, were alarmed at the 
saccesB of the apostles in gaining conrerts, they 
therefore had them appr^ended, and confined 
in the public prison, from which they were de- 
livered in the night-time by an angel. In the 
morning they were found by the officer in the 
temple, and by him conducted before the council, 
bnt were finally released, (through the interfer- 
ence of GamaUel, a Pharisee in authority,) with 
acharge, toBpeahnomorein thenameof Jesus; 
but they gave thanks onto God, for having suf- 
fered thus much for his glory, and continoed 
firm in their duty. This was the nineteenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius, and the thirty- 
fourth of our Lord. In the thirty-fifth occurred 
the contention between the Hebrew Jews and 
the Greek Jews. To remedy this seven deacons 
were estabhshed, whose names were Stephen, 
Philip, Procerus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenes, 
and Nichdas, who was a proselyte ; these were 
to take care of the poor and widows of both 
sides : and it appears from their names, that in 
lliis selection ttu-re was more regard for the 
Greeks than the HebrewB. 

Stephon fOOp ff^w famous for his piety, his 
iniracLes, ud lus zeal; whereupon his enemies 
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suborned false witnesses against him, who ac- 
cused him of blasphemy against Moses, against 
the temple, and against God. He defended 
himself by a long and earnest apology ; but at 
the c<mclttsion he was furiously dragged out of 
the to^¥n, and inhumanly stoned to death ; Saul 
holding the garments of the witnesses who were 
to cast the first stones at him. The prayers that 
St. Stephen, during his martyrdom, ofiered up 
to Christ, being substantially the same as those 
which Christ addressed to his Fcither at his cru- 
cifixion, it would follow that, if Christ were not 
co-equal and co-essential with God the Father, 
Stephen, the first martyr, would have bisen guilty 
of idolatry and blasphemy, for hie Worshipped 
Christ as Christ worshipped his Father -,' but St. 
Luke say's, that *' Stephen was inspired with the 
Holy Ghost," which at once proves that such 
worship was lawful. 

In the twentieth year of Tiberius, Philip, the 
tetrarch of Iturasa, died without issue, wherefore 
his tetrarchy was reduced to the government of 
Syria, which Vitellius obtained at that time. 
This Vitellius took away the high-priesthood 
from Caiaphas, and bestowed it upon John, his 
brother-in-law, who soon made way for Theophi- 
lus his brother. Pontius Pilate^ being accused 
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before the same Vitellios of the moider of some 
Samaritans, was sent to Rome to vindicate him- 
self; and although Tiberius paid the debt of 
nature while he was on the way, Caligala, bis 
successor, banished him to Vienne in Dauphin^, 
where, being oppressed with remorse for his 
crimed, he laid violent hands upon himself. 

The persecution began with the martyrdom of 
St. Stephen, in the year 36, and, by the fury of 
Saul and others, increased to such a degree of 
violence, as to cause a great dispersion of the 
Christians of Jerusalem over the towns of Judaea 
and Samaria; but whithersoever they came they 
propagated the gospel, and many became con* 
verts to their faith. Some went to Damascus, as 
Ananias; others into Phoenicia, Cyprus, and 
Antioch ; some went even as far as Rome, as 
Andronicus and Junias, the kinsmen of Paul, 
but converted to Christ before him. The perse- 
cution still raged at Jerusalem, and the furious 
zealot Saul made great havoc of the church 
there. He then demanded a commission to 
go to Damascus, to bring bound all whom he 
should find making profession of beUeving in 
Christ: but in the way he was miraculously 
converted, as is particularly narrated in the Acts 
of the Apostles. 
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In the twenty-third year of his reign^ and 
anno domini 37, Tiberius the Roman emperor 
died, and was succeeded by Caius Caligula. 
Herod Agrippa, son of Aristobulus, and grand- 
son of Herod the Great, was, according to Jose- 
phus, (who was born about this time,) sent for 
by Caligula, who crowned him, and nominated 
him king of the tetrarchy of Philip, intending 
likewise to present him with that of Lysanias. 
Herod Antipas, jealous of the dignity conferred 
on his nephew, solicited also for the title of king ; 
but his nephew, assisted by his brother-in-law, 
in order to prevent the accomplishment of his 
vrishes, accused him to Caligula of various 
crimes, for which he was deprived of his tetrar- 
chy, which was added to what the other already 
possessed, and with Herodias, his brother's wife, 
i^ith whom he continued to Uve in incestuous 
adultery, was banished to Lyons. 

Saul after his conversion preached the gospel 
at Damascus with great effect, and to the as- 
tonishment of those who knew with what inten- 
tions he had set out from Jerusalem for that city. 
He also made a journey to Arabia for the same 
purpose, whence he returned to Damascus, in 
which place, through the malice of the enemies 
of the gospel, he had a narrow escape from death. 

K 2 ^ 
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Thus three years subsequent to his conveisiiMi 
he came to Jerusalem, but the apostles dreaded 
encountering one who had been such a fearful 
enemy of their profession, until Barnabas acted 
as mediator, and took him to visit St. Peter and 
James, the kinsman of our Lord, and commonly 
styled the Less. Saul continued in Jerusalem 
but twenty-five days, and here also he was in 
danger of being killed by the Grecian Jews. 
He received in the temple (as he prayed) an ex- 
press and divine injunction to go and preach the 
gospel to the Gentiles : wherefore, the brethren 
conducted him to Csesarea, and from thence sent 
him to Tarsus,* his native place. After this 
conversion, and by the convulsions occurring in 
the empire, and in Judaea, the persecution ceased 
there, and the Christians of Judaea, Galilee, and 
Samaria, flourished and were calm. 

It was about the first year of Caligula, when 
Peter, visiting the churche3, cured ^neas at Lyd- 
da, and raised Tabitba from the dead at Joppa. 
After this Cornelius the Roman centurion was 
converted and baptized with all his family by 
Peter, who had been prepared by a divine vision 
to forego the distinctions between Jew and Gen- 
tile. Peter returned then to Jerusalem and gave 

• A city of Cilicia. 
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an account of this action^ which some at first 
reprehended, but they were all finally satisfied 
with the reasons he assigned for his conduct. 

Whilst these affairs are transacting in Pales- 
tine, Caligula deified himself, and made himself 
the priest of his own godhead, associating his 
horse in his religion. He treated the Jews of 
Alexandria with great severity, for not acknow- 
ledging him a god ; and he determined to set up 
by force his image in the temple of Jerusalem, 
there to be served and worshipped ; which, how- 
ever, he could not obtain. 

When Barnabas was at Antioch, the prophet 
Agabus coming thither from Jerusalem, foretold 
the famine which came to pass in the fourth year 
of the reig-n of Claudius, and this prediction 
caused the churches to make collections for the 
brethren of Judsea, which were in due time sent 
by Barnabas and Saul. Barnabas fetched Saul 
from Tarsus, and associated him with himself at 
Antioch, where the gospel flourished, and in 
which place they tarried a year : and here the 
disciples were first called Christians. 

Caligula being killed, he was succeeded by his 
uncle Claudius, the son of Drusus, being en- 
couraged therein by Herod Agrippa, who thus 
secured his favour, and was confirmed in his 
authority, with the addition also of Judsea ^ 
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Samaria^ in the utmoBt extent, as held by his 
grandfather Herod. 

Herod returned to Judaea in the seeond year 
of Claudius, and forty^second of our Lord, where 
he performed many acts of Jewish devotion. He 
began to persecute the church, putting to death 
James the son of Zebedee ; he also imprisoned 
Peter, designing to kill him at the ensuing pass- 
over, but he was miraculously delivered out of 
prison by an angel.* Herod also took away the 
high-priesthood from Theophilus, to confer it on 
Simon Canthara, whom he removed to make 
room for Jonathas, the son of Annas, who through 
modesty refused it, but by his rec<»am^idation 
his brother Matthias was raised to that dignity. 

Herod, in the year 43, went to reside at C^e- 
sarea, and designing to make war on the Tjrrians 
and Sidonians, they found means to appease him 
by the mediation of Blastus, bis chamberlain. 
On occasion of this treaty he gratified the people 
with shows in honour of Caesar. On the second 
day of the shows, he entered early into the 
theatre, clad in a gorgeous robe of marvellous 
workmanship, which glittered so in the rays of 
the rising sun, as to give him a most dazading 

* About this time it is considered that St. Matthew 
wrote liis gospel, for the particular instruction of those 
of the circumcision. 
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and brilliant appearance. The servile and flat- 
tering multitude were so stricken with hts splen- 
dour, that they called him a god ; and when he 
harangued them, they cried out. It is the voice 
of God, and not of man. The king rebuked 
them not for this blasphemous flattery. Where- 
fore the vengeance of God came upon him, for 
he was immediately after seized with the most 
excruciating pains in. his bowels, which bred 
loathsome worms, and in five days put a period 
to his miserable existence. 

In the 4th year of Claudius, and the 44th of 
our Lord, Saul and his companions made their 
journey to Paphos, where be converted Sergius 
Paulua the Roman proconsul, ^nd struck blind 
the sorcerer Elymas for his opposition. Saul in 
remembrance of this conversion was afterwards 
called Paul. After this tbey travelled through 
a great extent of country, and passed through a 
variety of sufferings and dangers, although they 
preached the gospel with great success, the par- 
ticulars of which are narrated in Acts, from the 
beginning of the thirteenth chapter to the cpn- 
clusLon of the fourteenth. They now returned to 
Antioch, and remained tlicre a considerable time 
While they continued here, the controver sy cgf 
ceming the obligation of tlie ceremonirf*^ 
the Jews arose, being commenced by cf 



I 
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8008^ who came down from Jerusalem^ and con- 
tended that the converted Gentiles muBt needs 
be circumcised, and observe all the ordinances 
of the law. Paul and Barnabas strenuously op- 
posed these heretical notions, supposed by some 
to be those of Ebion and Cerinthus, and with 
one Titus'made a journey to Jerusalem to consult 
the apostles and mother church. Upon their 
arrival a synod was convoked to debate npon 
the question, which was determined in favour 
of Christian liberty. There is considerable pro- 
bability, that St. Peter, after the death of Herod, 
having retumed^ to Jerusalem, found there John, 
sumamed l^ark, who at Pamphyfia had left 
Paul and £larnal)as^ (Acts xiii. 13.) and that he 
took him in his company to go to the Jews in 
Chaldaea, and under the dominion of the Par- 
thians ; and to these he directed from Babylon 
his first epistle, saluting them in Mark's name 
likewise ; and that he was lately returned from 
this journey at the time of the synod. More- 
over, the death of the Holy Virgin is said to have 
happened about this time. In this synod or 
assembly, the other apostles declared that the 
preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles was es- 
pecially committed to Paul, who had hitherto 
met with marked success. Some time after this 
assembly, and about the year 51, Peter himself 
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went to Antioch, where, because he suffered him- 
self to be estranged from the Gentile convertSf 
he was openly reprehended by Paul, 

After this Paul and Barnabas resolved to visit 
all the churches which they had planted in their 
former journey ; but Barnabas wishing to take 
with them Mark, Paul was not willing because 
he before deserted them. This dissension caused 
them to part, Barnabas and Mark going to Cy- 
prus, and Paul, accompanied by Silas, journey- 
ing through Syria and Cilicia. When they came 
to Derbe and Lystra, they there found a young 
disciple, named Timothy, whose father was u 
Greek ; but whom Lois, his grandmother, and 
Eunice, his mother, both Jewish Christians, had 
converted in the former visit of Paul. Paul re- 
solving to take this Timothy with him, first 
circumcised him, to accommodate himself to the 
weakness of the Jews, and to gain them the 
more easily. 

When they had passed through Phrygia and 
Galatia, they were forbidden by a particular in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost to preach the gospel 
in Asia ; they then came to Mysia, but were pro- 
vented by the Spirit from going into Bithynia , 
they therefore wentdown to Troas, where Paul was 
urged by a divine vision to pass into Macedonia. 
kS 
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It 18 most probable that Luke^ who wrote the 
Acts of the Apostles^ was one of Paul's com- 
panions at and from Troas, for thenceforth danng 
almost the entire sequel of this journey he writes 
in the first person plural. 

Paul and his companions thus passed oyer into 
Macedonia, and preached the gospel even down 
to Corinth and Athens, encountering the toils 
and dangers in the prosecution of their mission, 
which are mentioned in Acts, (from xvi. 1 1. to 
xviii. 17.) and in various parts of St. Paul's 
epistles. St. Paul, departing from Corinth, 
caused his head to be shaved at Cenchrea, (the 
port of the town,)- because of a religious vow, 
and to show the Jews that he still adhered to 
their ceremonies,) at least when compliance par«- 
took not of sin. He then embarked for Syria, 
being accompanied by Aquila and his wife Pris* 
cilia, two Jewish converts, who, being forced to 
depart from Rome by the decree of Claudius, 
which banished all Jews from that city, had 
chanced to meet with Paul at Corinth. Having 
landed at Ephesus for a short time, he again set 
sail for Caesarea, whence he went to Jerusalem, 
leaving which he journeyed to Antioch. 

Some time subsequent to the aforementioned 
occurrences, he departed for Pbrygia and Galatia, 
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in which places he converted many to the, faith 
of Christ. But the Galatians (shortly after) suf- 
fered themselves to be seduced by those who 
asserted justification by worksi and the observ- 
ance of legal ceremonies^ which drew from St. 
Paul his epistle^ to that people. 

About the time. of St. Paul's departure from 
Corinth^ the emperor Claudius died^ after a i^gp. 
of thirteen, years^ eight jmonths, and some days. 
The empire then fdl to Nero, who. was a cruel 
persecutor of the Christians. 
, During the years of our Lord 65, 66, apd 67, 
Paul was at Ephesus and neighbouring parts, 
and while he was there Demetrius the silversmith 
and his feltpw-craftsman raised a^ t^ult against 
him, because his preaching injiored the worship 
of Diana, and conseqAiently ruined their trade of 
making shrines and images, of the goddess 4 but 
this commotion, was happily appeased by the 
.prudence of the town clerk.. St« Paul was also 
Jiere visited by some brethren from Corinth, by 
whose hands he sent his first epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. About this time also Aquila and 
Priscilla returned to Rome, the edict of Claudius 
expiring with its promulgator. 

♦ This epistle was most probably written from Ephesus, 
and not from Rome, as is commonly considered* 
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From EphesuB Paul went to Troas^ thence to 
Macedonia, where he continued three months, 
and exhorted the Macedonians to be ready with 
their collections for Jerusalem, after the example 
of Achaia, whose charity-money had been ready 
for the space of a year. Titus came to him into 
Macedonia, and brought him good news of Co- 
rinth. From Philippi he wroie his second epistle 
to the Corinthians, and entrusted it to Titus and 
another of the brethren, supposed to be St. Luke 
the evangelist. 

In the year 69, he went from Macedonia into 
Greece, to Corinth, in which place he remained 
three months, and wrote from thence his epistle 
to the Romans. Paul sent some of his com- 
pany before him to Troas, where he shortly 
joined them with the remainder, and where he 
also wrought the miracle of raising from the dead 
a young man named Eutychus. Being on his 
way from Troas to Jerusalem he arrived at Mi- 
letus, from which place, as he wished to be at 
Jerusalem by pentecost, he sent for the brethren 
of Ephesus* to join him, and to whom he re- 
presented the integrity of his conduct, and his 
readiness to undergo the afflictions which he was 
conscious, by the inspiration of the Spirit, were 

* At no great distance from Miletus. 
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prepared for him^ and he seriously exhorted them 
to be diligent in the discharge of their duty. 
They then conducted him to the ship. At part^ 
ing, in a fit of passionate and melancholy despair, 
he exclaimed that they would never see him 
more ; but this prediction was not verified, for 
he visited them after his first imprisonment at 
Rome. At Tyre the disciples would have dis- 
suaded Paul from prosecuting his journey to 
Jerusalem; and at Gsesarea, Agabus foretold the 
bonds that awaited him in that city, but Paul 
resisted all solicitations, and would not be di- 
verted from his purpose. They were kindly re- 
ceived by the brethren at Jerusalem, and the day 
following their arrival, Paul represented to James 
and the assembled elders his success amongst 
.the Gentiles. They advised him to purify him- 
self (according to the Jewish ceremonial law) 
with four other Christian Jews, who bad made 
the vow of a Nazarite,* to the end that he might 

* Nazarites were those who separated or devoted them- 
selves to the service of the Lord for a certain period of 
time by a solemn vow, which enjoined them to drink 
neither wine nor spirituous liquor, and to suffer their hair 
to grow all the time, unless they chanced to meet with 
some ceremonial defilement; this vow was ended by 
shaving the head at the entrance of the tabernacle, and 
burning the hair in the fire of a sacrifice offered at the 
same time. 
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refute the malicious calumny of his being a de» 
serter of the law of Moses, and o( being an 
encourager to all other Christian Jews, to for- 
sake it. But this observance of the law availed 
him not, for some unbelieving Jews raised an 
outcry against him, and would have laid violent 
hands upon him, had not the commandant of 
the castle called Antonia* rescued him, and or* 
dered his soldiers to carry him up the stairs of 
the fortress, to secure him from the violence of 
the people. When on the stairs Paul entreated 
for permission to address the people, whereupon 
Lysias asked him, whether he were not Uie 
Egyptian, who some years before having as- 
sumed the title of a prophet, had gathered 
together about 4000 men, and had seized upon 
the Mount of Olives ; Felix the governor had 
defeated him, but he himself had escaped no 
one knew whither. But Paul having assured 
him that he was a Jew of Tarsus, he was allowed 
to speak ; wherefore, to obtain the greater atten- 
tion, he offered his apology in Hebrew ; but when 

* Antonia was built upon a very steep rock, near the 
western and northern entrances of the outer temple, to 
which entrances there were stairs for the guard to descend 
by : for in this castle a Roman legion was posted, and 
guards were alwsiys stationed to give early notice of any 
commotions of the people on their feast days. 
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he mentioned that he had been commissioned 
by God to the Gentiles, they immediately cried 
.out that he was deserving of death* Lysias 
seeing this tumult, caused him to retire. into 
the castle, and gave orders that he should be 
examined by scourging, but Paul declaring him* 
self a Roman citizen, he caused him immediately 
to be unbound, and the day following he con- 
voked an assembly of the Jews, to hear of what 
he was accused* Ananias was president of the 
council, although not at that time high-priest, 
for he had been deposed, and his successor Jona^ 
than having been put to death by the order of 
Felix, another Ijiad not yet been installed in the 
office ; wherefore, during this vacancy, Ananias 
had taken upon himself this authority ; and this 
it was that caused Paul, when the bystanders 
said, " Revilest thou God's high-priest?" to an- 
swer, '* I wist not, brethren, that he was the 
high-priest." Paul, in his defence, declaring 
himself a Pharisee, and that he was called in 
question for the hope of the resurrection, he 
caused a variance between the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees, whereupon Lysias conveyed him 
back into the castle. The next morning a num- 
ber of zealots bound themselves by an oath to 
«lay Paul, of which Lysias being informed, he 
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sent him the ensuing night with a strong escort 
to Ceesarea^ to Felix the governor of the province. 
Five days after Paul was impleaded before FeUx, 
who however deferred giving judgment. In a 
short time Felix had Paul brought before him, 
who greatly wrought upon his conscience, by a 
forcible discourse of justice, temperance, and the 
future judgment. Nevertheless he retained Paul, 
in hopes of drawing money for his ransom ; but 
two years after being superseded by another 
governor, and being willing to gratify the Jews, 
he left the apostle still a prisoner. 

In the year 62^ Felix, whose government had 
been tyrannous and oppressive, was succeeded 
by Fortius Festus, about the same time that the 
monster Nero caused his mother Agrippina to 
be put to death. Three days after Festus arrived 
at Ceesarea, he went to Jerusalem, where the Jews 
renewed their accusation against Paul, and en- 
treated Festus to send him to Jerusalem, intend- 
ing to have assassinated him by the way ; but 
Festus said he would hear their charge when he 
returned to Caesarea. Accordingly, having re- 
mained at Jerusalem about ten days, and then 
having returned to Caesarea, he sat the next 
morning in the judgment-seat, and heard both 
the accusation and defence ; but, beii^ desirous 
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of pleasing the Jews, he demanded of Paul 
" Whether he would go to Jerusalem to be there 
judged before him?'* But Paul to avoid this 
extremity, which he knew would end in his 
destruction, excused himself, alleging that he 
had done the Jews no wrong, and that he ought 
not to be delivered into their hands, wherefore 
he appealed unto Caesar. 

" And after certain days, king Agrippa and 
his sister Bernice came to Caesarea to salute 
Festus/' and to congratulate him upon his Ap- 
pointment. This Agrippa was the son of Herod 
Agrippa, who had been king of Judsea, but on 
account of his youth, Claudius had not thought 
proper for him to succeed his father in that dig- 
nity, and therefore he had appointed Cuspius 
Fadus governor in the place of Herod ; and this 
Fad us was succeeded by Tiberius Alexander, 
Cumanus, Felix, and Festus. However Claudius, 
when he appointed Felix to be governor of Ju- 
daea, gave to the young Agrippa the tetrarchy 
formerly Philip's ; and added also the kingdom 
of Lysanias, and the province that had belonged 
to Varus. Wherefore this Agrippa is also cor- 
rectly styled a king. 

Festus spoke to them concerning his prisoner, 
and asked their advice respecting what he should 
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write to Ceesar on his appeal. Agrippa, although 
his father had been a zealous professor of Ju' 
daism, and consequently himself too in all pro« 
bability^ acknowledged, when he had heard Paul 
reason very earnestly and forcibly out of the 
scriptures, '^ That he had almost persuaded him 
to become a Christian ;" and he declared, ^* That 
he might have been released as innocent, had he 
not appealed unto CsBsar." Festus at length 
sent Paul to Rome, under the conduct of an 
officer named Julius ; and in their voyage thither 
they suftered shipwreck, being cast upon the 
island of Melite (now Malta), where St. Paul 
wrought divers miracles. After tarrying three 
months, they again sailed for Rome, and arrived 
there safely. 

About the eighth year of Nero, St. Mark is 
thought to have died at Alexandria, and that he 
wrote his gospel while he was in Chaldasa, but 
left it at Alexandria, on account of the vast 
number of Jews in that place, amongst which 
he had made a great progress. Moreover, at 
the very time Festus was dubious how he should 
act respecting Paul, Nero set fire to Rome, and 
then accused the Christians of that deed ; as a 
punishment for this alleged crime, he had them 
put to a variety of the most cruel and refined 
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tortures ; and, as a sport, had many of them 
exposed to furious wild beasts. This was the 
first of the ten persecutions raised by the Roman 
emperors against the Christians. According to 
Tacitus it was exceedingly fierce, but it was not 
of long continuance, for when Paul arrived at 
Rome it had almost ceased. At this time also 
James the Less, by the authority of Ananias, was 
cast down from a pinnacle and then stoned. His 
epistle was directed to the Jewish converts in 
the eastern countries, to console them in their 
sufierings, and to guaid them against the Gnos- 
tics, and other heretics. 

Paul, on his arrival at Rome, obtained, per- 
mission to dwell in his own hired house, yet 
under the guardianship of a soldier. Three days 
after he sent for the chief Jews, to whom he 
declared his imprisonment and his innocency. 
They told him, that they had received no ac 
count of him from Judaea, yet they were willing 
to hear him, although the Christian religion was 
every where decried. He therefore, on an ap- 
pointed day, expatiated to them on the blessed 
gospel, but with very indifferent success, which 
caused him to say, ''That the salvation they 
refused, should be offered to the Gentiles." 
Paul continued two years in his house, preach- 
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ing the gospel to all that were willing to bear 
him. 

St. Luke here concludes his history, entitled 
the Acts of the Apostles^ which in all likelihood 
he wrote at Rome, daring St. Paul's detention. 
He had written his gospel some time previous, 
to confute those who endeavoured to overthrow 
the true doctrine of Christ. It is not known 
who was the Theophilus, to whom both of tbese 
compilations are addressed. In writing the 
evangelical history, Luke did for Paul what 
Mark did for Peter: he had also been, with 
Cleophas, (in the way to Emmaus), an eye- 
witness of the resurrection. St. Paul speaks of 
him and his gospel, and terms him a physician . 

Whilst Paul was detained a prisoner at Rome, 
he wrote to the Philippians by Epaphroditus, 
whom they had sent to console and assist him ; 
and who, employing himself conjointly with Paul 
in the ministry, was brought to death's door by 
a severe sickness ; but, to the great joy of Paul, 
he eventually recovered. Paul's detention was 
now become well known, and, amongst others, 
he even converted some of Nero's household to 
the faith of Christ. 

Some time previous Paul had sent an epistle 
to an individual called Philemon, and a Colos^ 
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sian, by a fugitive servant of his (Philemon's), 
one OnesimuSy whom Paul had converted at 
Rome ; by whom ^Iso, accompanied by Tychicus, 
he forwarded his epistle to the Colossians in 
general. These epistles, to the Philippians, 
Colossians, and to Philemon, are superscribed 
by Paul, and also Timothy, who was then at 
Rome; the epistle to the Hebrews likewise bears 
the same superscription, and most probably was 
shortly after written from the same place. 

In all likelihood St. Paul, after an imprison- 
ment of two years at Rome, was, on account of 
the non-appearance of his accuser before the 
emperor at an appointed time, discharged about 
the 10th year of Nero, answering to the 64th of 
our Lord. 

Upon perusing the epistles written by St. Paul 
during his first imprisonment at Rome, we shall 
find that he entertained sanguine expectations 
of again visiting Macedonia, Asia, and Greece, 
(Philip, i. 26. and ii. 24.) and moreover the He- 
brews also (as Heb. xiii. 23, 24.) That he en- 
joined Philemon to make ready for him a lodging. 
But his second epistle to Timothy written from 
Rome breathes the language of one doomed soon 
to die. Timothy was with St. Paul when the three 
former epistles were written from Rome, but now 
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he was absent. When he wrote his second epL 
toTimothy, Demas had left him forThessalonica; 
but in the former epistles he mentions him as 
being with him at Rome. In the second episde 
he exhorts Timothy to bring Mark with him ; 
but in the former he unites with St. Paul in his 
salutation to the Colossians. In the second 
ejHstle to Timothy he also tells him thatErastns, 
who doubtlessly had intended accompanying 
him in his second journey to Rome, still con- 
tinued at Corinth, and that he had been com- 
pelled to leave Trophimus sick at Miletus. 

Now as this epistle was written from Rome, 
it must have been during a second imprisonment, 
for Timothy beiitg with him during the first, he 
must consequently have been aware of the ab- 
sence of Erastus, and of the sickness of Trophi- 
mus. These, with other arguments, being duly 
weighed, we must conclude that St. Paul suf- 
fered two imprisonments at Rome, and that a 
considerable time intervened between the first 
and the second. 

Whither St. Paul travelled when he was re- 

■ 

leased from his first imprisonment is very uncer- 
tain; some say into Greece and Asia; others 
that he preached the gospel in the western parts. 
That he went into Spain, we may not only con- 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 216 

elude from his own words, intimating his inten- 
tion of so doing, but also from the testimony of 
other authors, as Theodoret, who affirms, that 
he not only preached in Spain, but in the isles 
of the sea, and even in Britain ; and, in another 
passage, he includes the Gauls and Britons in 
his enumeration of the people, to whom the gos- 
pel had been preached by the apostles, especially 
by the tent*maker, as he calls St. Paul, in allu- 
sion to his trade. 

In the interval between St. Paul's two im- 
prisonments at Rome, or when he had returned 
to his second, Peter wrote his second epistle, 
(in which he appears to be aware of his ap- 
proaching death,) St. Paul's* being now gene- 
rally diffused throughout the churches. Some 
time after was written the epistle of Jude, called 

♦ It is generally agreed that St. Paul wrote his epistle 
to the Ephesians from Rome, at the same time as that of 
the Colossians, and that he sent it hy the same hands. 
The two epistles to the Thessalonians were most probably 
written from Corinth, at least the subscriptions are evi- 
dently erroneous. The first epistle to Timothy appears to 
have been from Macedonia, althou^ it is subscribed from 
Laodicea, and it must also have been subsequent to St. 
Paul's first imprisonment. The epistle to Titus also was 
evidently sent during the same journey, and in all proba^ 
bility from Nicopolis of Epirus, there being no place of 
that name in Macedonia, from whic^ it is subscribed. 
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by the evangelists Lebbeos and Thaddens, which 
bears great resemblance to the second of St. 
Peter, and appears to be an epitome of it. 

It is very uncertain on what accusation Paul 
was condemned, although we may venture to 
imagine it may have been for converting Poppaea 
Sabina, one of Nero's concubines. It is the o[m> 
nion of some that St. Paul and St. Peter sufiered 
martyrdom in the same place, and at the same 
time : but if so, Peter must have come to Rome 
shortly before the death of Paul, and after he 
had written all his epistles, for he makes no 
mention of Peter in any of them, although he 
notices several of less consideration ; however it 
is possible that Peter came to Rome subsequent 
to these. It is said that they laid down their 
lives, for the faith of Christ, on the 29th of June, 
and in the 12th year of Nero, concurring with 
the 66th of our Saviour. Peter ''^ was crucified 
with his head downwards ; but Paul, being a 
Roman citizen, was beheaded. 

* It b said that St. Peter had been before at Rome, 
about the second of Claudius ; but we have no certain 
account of his travels and preachmg after his deliverance 
from Herod's imprisonment : it is even affirmed, but on 
no authority, that he was in Britain some time. Baronius 
mentions two columns or pillars, to which St. Paul and 
St. Peter were bound, to be scourged previous to their 
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Whilst these things, which we have noticed, 
were being transacted, the other apostles were 
not idle; but, from confidence in their divine 
mission, being regardless of the innumerable 
dangers, labours, and persecutions naturally in- 
curred by preaching a religion to the subversion 
of paganism, they resolutely and indefatigably 
disseminated their doctrine in various parts of 
the world, and converted numbers to their 
faith. 

At the time that Nero was shedding the blood 
of the Christian martyrs, various commotions 
took place in Judeea, tending to lead to the final 
ruin of the Jews, whose utter destruction, as 
foretold by the prophets, fqr their innumerable 
iniquities, and for their wilful obstinacy in re- 
jecting the last offer of salvation, was now draw- 
ing near, and God's people were to be elected 
from the Gentiles.* Nero had sent Florus, one 
worthy of such a master, into Judaea, as a suc- 
cessor to Albinus in the government of that 

execution, according to the custom of the Romans. Some 
make the date of their martyrdom a year. or two later; 
others that St. Paul suffered some years after St Peter. 
However this much is certain, that they both suffered 
martyrdom, St. Peter by crucifixion, and St. Paul at Rome 
by decapitation. 
• All other nations were so called by the Jews. 

L 
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proTince. This Floras acted rery oppressiyely 
towards the Jews^ and so inflamed th^r naturally 
seditious and discontented spirit, that, maugie 
all the persuasions and entreaties of king Agrippa 
to the contrary, they were fully bent upon having 
recourse to arms. But, Agrippa having left Je- 
rusalem, a band of mutinous zealoto surprised 
the Roman garrison of the castle of Massadaa, 
a strong and well provided fortress, and put them 
all to the sword. Also Eleazar, captain of the 
temple, and son of Ananias the high-priest, being 
of a resolute and haughty disposition, persuaded 
the priesto not to admit the gifts or sacrifices of 
strangers, but to offer them up for the Jewa 
alone, thus excluding those they had been ac- 
customed to offer for the Roman emperor aad 
his people. 

Advice of these disturbances was forthwith 
forwarded to Floras, at Ceesarea, and to Agrippa, 
and troops were requested for their suppression 
while yet in their infancy. But Floras disre- 
garded the information, and the forces sent by 
Agrippa only increased the evil, by joining the 
faction of the chief persons, who held the higher 
part of the town, the rebels having occupied the 
lower part and the temple. These two parties 
spent seven days in constent but ineffectual 
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skirmishes^ till, taking advantage of an oppot- 
tunity offered by a feast^ some desperate muti- 
neers gained an entrance into the temple, and 
being joined by others, burnt Herod's palace, 
that of Agrippa, and the residence of Ananias. 
Then^ being headed by one Mauahem, a Gali- 
laean, who had armed them from the stores of 
Massadas, they took the fort Antonia, cut to 
pieces its defenders, and gained possession of 
the town. But Eleazar, captain of the temple, 
slew Manahem, and routed his partisans; he 
then, on the sabbath day, barbarously butchered 
some Roman soldiers, who had capitulated; 
which cruelty Floras retorted up6n the Jews of 
Csesarea, and thus widened the breach between 
the two nations. 

Upon the report of this insurrection, Cestus 
GaUus, governor of Syria, marched an army to- 
wards Jerasalem, in his way taking and burning 
Joppa and other towns, and might have pos- 
sessed himself of it, if he had vigorously pressed 
the siege, while the Jews were so unprepared 
with the means of resistance ; but on a sudden, 
without any ostensible reason, he hastily de- 
camped, losing numbers of his men, and leaving 
behind him various engines and machines of 

l2 
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war^ whicli the Jews seized, and afterwards 
made use of for the defence of the city. • 

When Nero, who was then in Achaia, heard 
of these proceedings, he entrusted the proseca- 
tion of the war to Vespasian, who, being strongly 
reinforced by an army from Alexandria under 
the command of his son Titus, at the head of 
60,000 men penetrated into Galilee, took and 
burnt Gadara and Jetopata, and gained posses- 
sion of Tiberias by a voluntary surrender ; but 
the defenders of Tarithaea refusing to deliver up 
the town, it was taken by storm, and rased to 
the ground. Upon this many other towns sub- 
mitted to the conqueror ; and the Jews were 
divided into two parties, the one being eager for 
the continuance of the war, but the other, being 
possessed of more prudence, and dreading the 
consequence of contending with so powerful an 
enemy, were as earnest in wishing for peace. 
Bands of freebooters, taking advantage of the 
disturbed state of affairs, plundered the peaceable 
inhabitants of the country with impunity, and 
laden with their ill-gotten spoil, they entered 
Jerusalem, which they filled with turmoils and 
bloodshed. The people were so exasperated at 
the rapines and murders perpetrated by these 
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miscreants, (zealots as they styled themselves^) 
that they drore them into the temple, and there 
besieged them ; whereupon they procured assist- 
ance from the Idumeeans, which caused a great 
effusion of blood in this unhappy city, upon 
which the prophecies of Daniel, and other pro- 
phets, were about to be so fatally accomplished. 

Vespasian, being certified of these disorders, 
made preparations for an immediate siege : but, 
having received information of the deaths of 
Nero and his successor Galba, he thought fit to 
agree to a temporary suspension of hostilities, 
which interval the Jews, in place of endeavouring 
to heal the internal wounds of the state, con- 
sumed in mutually destroying each other with 
all the furious rage of civil discord. 

Otho, who had been created ^mperor up6n th^ 
death of Galba, being killed, Vitellius marched 
into Italy with intention of succeeding to that 
dignity, but he was foiled in his attempt, both 
at Cremona and Rome, by the party in favour 
of Vespasian, and he himself was killed ; upon 
which Vespasian, having been saluted as emperor 
by his troops, left the care of the war against the 
Jews to his son Titus, and, having embarked at 
iVlexandria, proceeded to Rome to be invested 
with the purple. 
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In the mean time the city of Jerusalem con- 
tinned to labour under the miaeriea of factious 
and intestine broils, the actors in which daily 
exhibited increase of animosity and rancour to- 
wards each other, 

Titus about the fourteenth of April appeared 
before Jerusalem, with a fixed determination of 
exacting the most signal punishment, as an 
atonement for their rebellious ptoceedings. He 
pressed the siege with great vigour, and so com- 
pletely cut off all communication with the neigh- 
bouring country, that the inhabitants soon began 
to feel the dreadful consequences of famine, 
which was rendered still more destructive by 
being attended with a dreadful plague. These 
two direful enemies swept away the peo]de in 
such multitudes, that the survivors were under 
the necessity of burying them promiscuously in 
holes dug for the purpose. At length, after a 
most obstinate though ineffectual defence, and 
having sustained for nearly five months a siege 
from their experienced and potent opponents, 
Jerusalem was taken by storm by the conquering 
Romans, who were so enraged by the difficulties 
and loss they had incurred in its reduction, that 
they utterly destroyed it by means of fire. Only 
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97flO(y of its once immensQ population suryived 
the siege and wei*e taken prisoners. 

Various prodigies preceded thia final desola-: 
tion and destruction of Jerusalem, whidi punish* 
m^it for their aianifold sins had not only been 
foretold by the prophets^ but in the most express 
terms by our Sariour himself. A comet in the 
form of a sword blazed over the city for a whole 
year. About a year before the siege a great 
light shone in the temple smd about the ahar, 
at nine o'clock at night, oontinuing for the space 
of half an hour : chariots and armed men were 
seen to encounter in the air, and dismal voices 
were heard in the temple, exclaiming. Let us 
depart hence. Various other prodigies also hap- 
pened prophetic of their total overthrow, yet 
nevertheless the Jews hurried blindly on to their 
own ruin, vainly relying on a prediction, which 
in fact related to Christ, but which Josephus 
refers rather to Vespasian, that one should arise 
out of their nation about that time, and should 
acquire universal empire, alluding to the wonder- 
ful extension of Christ's gospel. 

The city was taken in the second year of Ves- 
pasian, and the 70th of our Lord, and both Titus 
and his father had solemn triumphs in conse- 
quence, the copious spoils of the temple of Jeru* 
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salem serving to deck the temple of Peace, baQt 
by Vespasian at Rome. Thus the Jews were no 
longer a nation^ but were persecuted and dxivea 
over the whole face of the earth, becoming oat- 
casts and the objects of oppression and soom 
whithersoever they went, and thenceforth have 
been a standing miracle of the tratfa oi the 
Christian religion . God, when he thus wreaked 
his just and threatened vengeance on Jerusalem, 
had, as we learn from Eusebius, provided for 
the safety of the Christians of that city, by pre- 
viously warning them to retire to Pella, where 
they enjoyed safety and prosperity. 

Vespasian reigned about twelve years, and 
was succeeded by his son Titus, who died after 
a short reign of two years and two months ; 
whereupon Domitian ascended the throne, and 
was as remarkable for his vices as his brother 
Titus had been for his virtues. This monster 
gave rise to the second persecution against the 
Christians. St. John had preached the gospel 
even to the Parthians, to whom his first epistle 
is said to have been directed, but his usual place 
of residence was Ephesus, and in the ninth year 
of Domitian's reign he was banished to the isle 
of Patmos, in which seclusion he wrote the 
A'tn,\ir^i» "''velations he there received : his gospel 
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he wrote at Ephesus, iatendiog thereby to refute 
the heresies of Cerinthue and Ebion. who as- 
serted that Jesue Christ was hut a man; and 
this accounts for the particularity with which 
he establishes the divinity* of our Saviour. 
His three epistles he wrote before his exile, one 
whereof was catholic, but the other two directed 
to iadividuals. By an edict of Nerva, the suc- 
cessor of Domitian, annulling all his predeces- 
sor's arbitrary acts against Judaism, of which 
the heathens considered the Christians mere 
sectaries, St. John, after a banishment of four 
or five years, returned to Ephesus, and presided 
over the Christians of that diocese, for Timothy, 
the former bishop, had suffered martyrdom for 
preaching against the wickedness of the pagan 
feasts. St. Johnf survived all the other ap{»- 

• On this account he has been s^led the divine evan- 
gelist. 

f St. James, the brother of John, preached the gospel 
in Egypt and Marmiria ; St. Philip in Cappadocia, Iconia, 
andScythia; St. Andrew in Sogdia; St. Eiartholemew in 
India; SL Thomas through Persia into China; St. Jude 
in Chaldxa, Macedonia, and Arabia; St. Matthew in 
Ethiopia ; St Matthias, chosen in place of the traitor 
Judaa, m Macedonia and Greece, whence he parsed over 
into Africa; Simon Zelotes in Mauritania; St. Jamcn the 
Less lemEuned at Jerusalem, where, on account of bis 
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ties, and died peaceably at Ephesos, being ad- 
vanced to a Tefy great age, in the second year 
of Trajan, and abont the 100th of oar Lord. 

bong the repated brother of Jesus, for he was the son of 
Joseph, sometunes called Alpheus, by bis former wife 
Esdis, the daughter of Aggi, the brother of John the 
Baptist's ftther Zecharias, he was chosen president; or 
bishop of the Christian community of that city. All these, 
like St. Paul and St. Peter, suffered for thdr firm adherence 
to that futh, yet whose tenets th^r so miraculously pro- 
pagated, I say miraculously, because &ey had every na- 
tural olgect to contend with, for ahfaoa^ those who ppo- 
fessed this faith suffered the most dreadful persecutions, 
with little intervals, until the time of Constantine, yet did 
the number of converts daily increase, as we not only learn 
fivm the early Christian writers, but even from TadtDS 
and Pliny, whose allunons to the pievaknoe of this doe* 
trine are to be referred to a very early stage of Christianity . 
These wonderful effects were caused by the exertions of a 
few unlettered men of a despised nation, although opposed 
by the natural prejudices of people in favour of the esta- 
blished religions derived finom their ancestors, and if not 
persecuted at least not upholden by any of the then ex- 
isting rulers of the world. This, if we do not presuppose 
the divine origin of die founder, and the miraculous 
powers of him and his immediate disciples, would be in 
itself as great a nurade as any of tiiose wfaidi the enemies 
of Christianity impugn, and is fully sufficient to remove 
all doubts from a reflective mhid. Constandne, the first 
Christian emperor, in all likelihood embraced that fidtfa, 
on account of the vast diffiision and prevalence of its 
doctrine. 
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It is thought, with probability too, that Chris- 
tianity found its way into Britain in the reign 
either of Claudius or Nero, for as many Romans 
had then embraced it, there is just reason to 
conclude that from the intercourse then existing 
between Rome and Britain, it would naturally 
find its way into this country. In fact, from 
Tacitus may be inferred that Pomponia Grsecina, 
who came over to this island with Plautius, one 
of Claudius's generals, had been converted to 
the feith of Christ ; she was charged before her 
husband with following a foreign superstition, 
superstianis externa rea, but by him acquitted, 
and by what Tacitus says of her manners she 
was most likely a Christian. The first preaching 
of Christianity in this island has been assigned 
to various persons, but there is great uncertainty 
in this matter from the obscure and contradictory 
accounts of those periods. Monkish traditions 
give this honour to Joseph of Arimathea, allegmg 
that he came to Britain in the year 63, and 
founded a church at or near Glastonbury. Some 
ascribe the first predication of the gospel in this 
island to Simon Zelotes, some to James, and 
again others to Paul and Peter respectively. 
But if, in their peregrinations, any of the apostles 
did reach this island, the evidences of gospel 
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history, and of some of the earliest Christian 
writers, are certainly in favoar of St. Paul, who, 
in his second epistle to Timothy, is supposed to 
allude to a British convert, by the name of 
Claudia. The earliest British historian* avers 
that Christianity first entered Britain in the time 
of Boadicea. However, it is at least certain that 
this doctrine had been made known to the Britons 
about the middle of the first century. 

The first persecutor of the British Christians 
was the emperor Dioclesian, and the first British 
martyr was one Alban, a native of Verulamj^ 
which was in consequence called St. Alban's. 

At length Constantine having embraced Chris- 
tianity, the dark superstitions of paganism being 
deprived of their only support, began to vanish 
before the pure Ught of the gospel, whose pro- 
fessors were now no longer persecuted but ho- 
noured, and in process of time it became the 
established religion of the western world. 

The first public Christian synod or council was 
at Aries, at which three bishops, besides a priest 
and a deacon, were present. 

The first introduction of Christianity among 
the Saxons is ascribed to Pope Gregory, in the 
latter end of the sixth century, who is said to 

♦ Gildas, 
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have sent forty* missionaries to this island for 
that purpose ; their first convert was Ethelbert, 
king of Kent, whose wife Bertha was a Gallic 
princess and of the Christian persuasion, and 
was by her husband allowed to exercise her wor- 
ship at the church of St. Martin, in the suburbs 
of Canterbury, which had probably been built 
by the Roman Christians of this island. Num- 
bers of the subjects of Ethelbert followed the 
example of their sovereign, whose conversion 
much facilitated the views and exertions of the 
Christian preachers, and made way for the more 
general diffusion of their faith through the 
kingdoms of the heptarchy; 

• The chief of these missionaries was Augustine, who 
fixed his residence at Canterbury, and, having been dig- 
nified by Gregory with the title of archbishop and primate 
of the English nation, repaired an old Christian church of 
the Romans, and established it as his cathedral, giving to 
it the name of Christ church. By the influence of Ethel- 
bert, he endeavoured to extort from the British church of 
Wales an acknowledgement of the pope's supremacy, but 
without success. 



THE END. 
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